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“In giving birth you preserved your virginity, in falling asleep you did not
forsake the world, O Theotokos. You were translated to life, O Mother of
Life, and by your prayers, you deliver our souls from death.”
(Dormition of the Mother of God, Troparion, Tone 1)

»intru nastere Fecioria ai pizit, intru Adormire lumea nu ai parisit, de
Dumnezeu Nascatoare; mutatu-te-ai la Viata, fiind Maica Vietii si cu
rugiciunile tale, izbavesti din moarte sufletele noastre.”
(Adormirea Maicii Domnului, Tropar, Glasul 1)
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Archbishop’s Episcopate Congress Address

ton
Welcome Bishops, and lay 4
delegates!

Reviewing the list of clergy and
delegates, we note that some of you are
“First-time members” of a Congress.

I intend this to be a useful review of why
we are here together in an annual
Congress session of our Holy Orthodox
Episcopate in this wonderful facility of the
Three Hierarchs Parish in Seattle,
Washington.

Fr. Ioan Catana is the parish priest here.
He, his Preoteasa Floarea, and the parish
agreed with goodwill to host the 91%
Congress.

Welcome to the Pacific Northwest
Deanery. Fr. Gabriel Agoston is the Dean.

Before I begin, Iet’s recall that ours is a
unique Episcopate or Diocese, unique
because we cover Canada in 6 provinces
and 27 states in The United States, almost the whole North American
continent. Delegates and visitors from throughout the Episcopate, welcome!

The essential reason why we are here is because we believe in God, and
believing in Him, we act and live our faith as the cornerstone of our existence,
our lives, our families, our homes, our Parishes, our Episcopate, our eternal
future.

When we participate in the Divine Liturgy, at one point, we confess, we
state: “I believe in one God...,” and at the conclusion of the Confession of our
personal faith, we state: “I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the age to come.” Thus, we recognize and confess that our lives in this world
are incomplete.

Saint Paul, in his Second Letter to the people of Corinth, reminds them, and
in our time, us: “For all the truth about us will be brought out in the law court
of Christ, and each of us will get what he deserves for the things he did in the
body, good or bad.” (2 Cor. 5:10)

Of course, the "judgment seat of Christ" is the final judgment... but let's
remember that it is not only Christians, but also Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and
atheists... all peoples... will be brought before this court. Everyone will stand in
front and give an answer...

clergy,
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Thus, we are not here as a “society” of whatever particular subjective and
temporal purpose. We are here as a body, the Body of Christ, the Church.
Through our Baptism, we became part of that Body. We are “in the body”
now, but as we all know, one day, we will leave this body.

Back to our review. You know that this is the only time we are all present
together, representing our parishes and monasteries as a unit within the
Episcopate. This Congress does not review what activities your parish is doing;
you do this in the first 6 weeks of each year at the General Assembly of the
Parish — when reports are presented from the Parish Priest, the Parish Council,
the Treasurer, and auxiliary organizations of the parish, just as we will have
similar reports here for the whole Episcopate.

By “Church,” we are referring primarily to the gathering of believers in God.
The Church is not simply a physical building of cement and bricks, but lives,
our lives/souls, our souls. “Church,” meaning people called by God to live in
the confession that God IS.

We are not “A” church but “The Church” as we confess in the Creed: “ I
believe in One, Holy, Catholic [universally the same] and Apostolic Church.”

The Church is THE Church, the “one” Church; for those reasons, it is
“Orthodox,” right believing/right teaching. Again, we state and confess this
every time we recite the Creed. The Church is the same everywhere, teaching
and worshipping, living the Christian Orthodox life: in Romania, Greece,
Antioch, Japan, America, it is the same: it is one!

The teaching, goals, and services are universally the same, everywhere,
through all time. Thus, the Church is not a passing society of limited scope.
The Church is organized, but she is not an organization. The Church is a living
Body, the Body of Jesus Christ.

What, then, is a diocese or episcopate? It is the basic unit of the Orthodox
Church. It is not the parish; a group of parishes make up a Church. In our
instance, it is the Romanian Diocese or Episcopate; it is a Church because it
has a Shepherd, a Bishop; and a Bishop has a flock, clergy, and faithful over
which he watches. A Bishop without a flock is not a Bishop. A parish without
a Bishop is not a parish.

So why we are here, representing multiple parishes but one diocese, and what
we will do is the same structure as any other Diocese of our Autocephalous
Church.

Furthermore, a Diocese or Episcopate is part of a larger unit composed of the
unity of all Dioceses in a given area, and in our instance, this is North
America: Canada, the United States, and Mexico. It is called the “Orthodox
Church in America,” the OCA.

It is totally self-ruling, not dependent on any Church body inside or outside
of the previously mentioned three nations. In 1970, some but not all
Autocephalous Churches recognized the Autocephalous status of the OCA.
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So, our parishes are joined into a Diocese/Episcopate, and our Episcopate is
part of the unity of other Dioceses into the Orthodox Church in America, each
one also having its By-Laws and Congress or Annual Diocesan Assembly
while also being cognizant of the OCA Statutes.

The sum total of these Dioceses is guided by the Bishops of all the Dioceses
of the OCA, called the Holy Synod of Bishops. The word “Synod” is from the
Greek meaning “the same path or way” or “we act together.” The Holy Synod
has an elected head. At this time, he does not take the title of Patriarch. He is
His Beatitude, Tikhon, whose title is “Metropolitan of All America and
Canada.” The Structure of our Diocese is made clear in the Constitution of 7
Articles and the By-Laws of 15 articles. The book is entitled: “Constitution and
By-Laws” of the ROEA.

Every Diocese has a “Congress/Sobor” at least once a year or every two
years. The Agenda of the Congress is based on the fact that we have properties,
funds, and governments that guide in the non-profit organizations area, such as
incorporation and financial oversight. This is because the believers are also
citizens subject to civil laws.

As a note, our governments recognize basically two forms of church
organization: hierarchal and congregational.

But it is also true that we ourselves, without government over-shadowing,
report to one another what God has blessed us with in our lives, parishes, and
Episcopate.

Even in the apostolic times, there was a need for oversight, as Saint Peter
reminds us in Acts when some believers lied about donating to the Church;
they died on the spot when their dishonesty was revealed. There was also the
reason for deacons. They were to take care of widows and the practical needs
of the community...we also have deacons here.

The Agenda of the Congress, the power of the Congress, does not cover what
we believe (this is the Faith - One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic.) The source
of our Faith is Holy Tradition, written and oral, the Sacred Scriptures and the
spoken teachings of the Apostles, handed down, which guide the Church as
one: Bishops, clergy, and faithful together under the caring eyes of the unity of
Bishops in a Holy Synod.

A Congress covers the activities relating to the Diocese in the religious and
civil arena, as I stated. We will note the activities of the Archbishop and Vicar
Bishop, of the various Commissions and Departments. The Congresses
established these Departments and Commissions over the previous 90 years.
We will review the financial operation of the Episcopate. An outside of Church
firm of certified public accountants audits this. All activities reported indicate
the year-long work of the Episcopate Council as assigned and carried out by
the Chancery/Vatra. It also includes the next budget and any possible
proposals.
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The Congresses over the past 90 years have revised the By-Laws. They are
available in printed form and online in both Romanian and English. The
English language is used for clarity’s sake in relationship to the rest of society,
except Mexico. A Romanian language secretary will take notes if a delegate
prefers to speak in Romanian. Also, as may have been and may be repeated,
we ask that no one record the sessions so that the speakers feel free to speak
their observations with a peaceful mind. Delegates, please remember that you
are members of your Parish Council and are to report back to it and even the
General Assembly about the work of the Congress.

In conclusion, I offer personal observations that are not specified in my
Hierarchal Schedule listing of Archpastoral visits.

I remind the clergy and delegates of the pressing need for the parish to
respond to members of all ages: the very young, the teens, the college students
and married couples, the seniors, and the elderly. Modern society is a “Me first
- Me alone” isolationist approach to human living. The family and the Church
are portrayed as “outdated,” “out-moded” entities, contrary to what Saint Paul
taught the first Christians. We are a body, just as the family unit is the
fundamental body of society.

I share with you that in most of my visits to parishes, there is an absence of
young people, teens and up. I look over the congregation and note their
absence.

Our Lord tells the story of an individual who found something precious and
went off to purchase it. Our young people need to know that the most precious
“something” is the Orthodox Christian Faith. This is the meaning of life, a
preparation for eternal existence.

They must live their Orthodox faith from childhood up. The home, your
home, every home, is a micro-church, a “Little Church.” Children observe
us adults and learn or not learn from what we do. Of seven days of the week,
young children may attend church services only for an hour on Sunday, an
hour! But they do not have a driver’s license, so they depend on Mom and Dad
to drive them. Teens and others who have a license drive away from the
Sunday services! I repeat that the home is the “Little Church” for the
remaining six and a half days of the week.

The Faith must be nourished by adults who want to share with the next
generation the household of faith. Some say that the Liturgy is the same every
time. It is partially true that the structure remains the same, but it is a “fixed”
menu: it is the Lord’s supper to which we are called, “With the fear of God,
with faith and with love”...to receive the Body and Blood of Christ.

The Reverend Clergy serve Vespers and Matins, which are treasuries of
changeable hymns of instruction and praise. On the one hand, we want to know
more about our Faith; on the other hand, we do not engage in these services.
We should not relegate these occasions to the end of our list of “to-dos.”
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I was told this true event. A father usually prayed together with his three
children before they were put to bed. One night, a business acquaintance came
for supper. After supper and a chat between the men, the children came to their
father and reminded him it was time for bedtime prayers. The father told them
he would come later because he was engaged in conversing with his guest. The
business acquaintance protested, saying that he did not want his presence to
interfere with family prayers. He asked if he may be present as they prayed the
usual evening prayers. The father was abashed, but then all gathered before the
icons with the guest and prayed. This is a true story.

The Universal Church of the Creed is lived in the diocese, in the parish, in
our own lives, but first of all, in our own homes, the “micro-church.” How
about your home?

Glory to God for all things!

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop

B T

Cuvantarea Arhiepiscopului la Congresul Episcopiei

9 septembrie 2023 - Seattle, Washington

Urez un calduros “Bun venit!” ierarhilor, clerului si delegatilor laici prezenti
aici!

Revizuind lista clerului si a delegatilor, observam ca unii dintre
dumneavoastra sunteti prezenti ca ,,membri pentru prima data” la un Congres
al Episcopiei.

Intentionez ca aceasta sa fie o trecere in revista folositoare a motivului pentru
care suntem astazi aici impreund in sesiunea anuald a Congresului Sfintei
noastre Episcopiei Ortodoxe, in aceastd minunata Parohie, inchinata Sfintilor
Trei Ierarhi in Seattle, Washington.

Parintele loan Catana este preotul paroh aici. Dansul, impreund cu preoteasa
Floarea si parohia au acceptat cu bunavointd sa gazduiasca cel de-al 91-lea
Congres.

Bun venit in Protopopiatul de Nordvest. Parintele Gabriel Agoston este
protopopul locului.

Inainte de a incepe, trebuie si ne amintim ca Episcopia noastra este o eparhie
unicd. Spun unicd, pentru ca acoperim Canada, in 6 provincii si 27 state din
Statele Unite, aproape intreg continentul nord american. Delegatilor si
vizitatorilor din intreaga Episcopie, le uram ,,Bun venit”!

Motivul esential pentru care suntem aici acum este pentru ca noi credem in
Dumnezeu. Si, crezand in El, actiondm si traim credinta noastra in El si in

Cuvantul Sau ca piatrd de temelie a existentei noastre, a vietii noastre, a
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familiilor noastre, a caselor noastre, a parohiilor noastre, a episcopiei noastre, a
viitorului nostru vesnic.

Cand participam in Sfanta Liturghie, marturisim, afirmam: ,,Cred intr-unul
Dumnezeu...”, iar la incheierea marturisirii credintei noastre personale,
afirmam: ,,Astept invierea mortilor si viata veacului ce va sd vinad.” Astfel,
recunoastem si marturisim ca viata noastra in aceasta lume este incompleta.

Sfantul Apostle Pavel, in a doua sa epistola catre Corinteni, le aminteste lor
atunci, si In vremea noastra astazi,: ,, Pentru cd noi toti trebuie sa ne infatisam
inaintea scaunului de judecata al lui Hristos, pentru ca fiecare sa primeasca
dupa cele ce a facut prin trup, ori bine, ori rau.” (2 Cor. 5,10)

Desigur, ,,scaunul de judecata a lui Hristos” este Judecata de Apoi ... dar sa
ne amintim cd nu sunt numai crestinii, ci si evreii, musulmanii, hundusii,
precum si ateii ... toate popoarele .... vor fi aduce inaintea acestui Scaun de
Judecata. Toti vor sta in fatd si vor da un raspuns ...

Astfel, nu suntem aici infatisdind o ,societate/asociatie” cu orice scop
subiectiv si temporal. Suntem aici ca un trup. De fapt, suntem aici ca Trupul lui
Hristos, Biserica.

Prin Botezul nostru, am devenit parte din acest Trup. Suntem ,,in trup” acum,
dar dupa cum stim cu totii, Intr-o zi, vom parasi acest trup, fiecare la timpul
randuit.

Si acum sa revin la trecerea in revistd de care vorbeam mai sus. Dupa cum
bine stiti, este singura datd cand suntem prezenti cu totii, impreuna, fizic,
reprezentand parohiile si manastirile noastre ca unitate a Episcopiei. Acest
Congres nu analizeaza activitatile desfasurate in parohia dumneavoastra; acest
lucru 1l faceti dumneavoastra in parohie in primele 6 saptamani ale fiecarui an
la Adunarea Generald a Parohiei — cand se prezinta rapoartele Preotului Paroh,
ale Consiliului Parohial, Trezorierului si organizatiilor auxiliare ale parohiei -
asa cum, de fapt, se va face si aici cu rapoarte similare despre activitatea
intregii Episcopii.

Prin cuvantul ,,Biserica”, ne referim in primul rand la adunarea credinciosilor
in Dumnezeu. Biserica nu este doar o cladire fizicd, din ciment si caramida, ci
reprezinta vietile, vietile noastre/suflete, sufletele noastre. ,,Biserica” adica
oamenii chemati de Dumnezeu sd traiascd in marturisirea cd “Dumnezeu
ESTE”.

Nu suntem “O” biserica, ci ,,Biserica,” asa cum marturisim in Crez:
“Cred ..In una, sfantd, soborniceasca si apostoleasca Biserica.”

Biserica este una, unica Biserica Ortodoxa, adica credintd corecta/invatatura
corectd. Din nou, afirmdm si marturisim acest lucru de fiecare datd cand
recitim Crezul. Biserica este aceeasi pretutindeni, invatand si inchinandu-se,
traind viata crestin ortodoxa: in Roméania, Grecia, Antiohia, Japonia, America,
este la fel: este una!
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Predarea, scopurile si serviciile sunt universal aceleasi, peste tot, de-a lungul
timpului. Astfel, Biserica nu este o societate trecatoare de anvergura limitata.
Biserica este organizata, dar ea nu este o organizatie. Biserica este un Trup viu,
Trupul lui lisus Hristos.

Ce este, deci, o eparhie sau episcopie? Este unitatea de baza a Bisericii
Ortodoxe. Nu este parohia; un grup de parohii alcituiesc o Biserica. In cazul
nostru, este Episcopia sau Episcopia Roméana; este o Biserica pentru ca are un
Pastor, un Episcop, iar un Episcop are o turma, cler si credinciosi asupra carora
vegheaza. Un Episcop fara turma nu este un Episcop. O parohie fara episcop
nu este o parohie. Deci, de aceea suntem aici, reprezentand mai multe parobhii,
dar o singura eparhie, si ceea ce suntem aici este aceeasi structura ca orice alta
Eparhie a Bisericii noastre Autocefale.

Mai mult, o Eparhie sau Episcopie face parte dintr-o unitate mai mare
compusd din comuniunea tuturor Eparhiilor dintr-o anumiti zoni. In cazul
nostru, aceasta este America de Nord: Canada, Statele Unite si Mexic. Aceasta
entitate se numeste ,,Biserica Ortodoxa in America”, OCA.

Biserica Ortodoxd in America este in totalitate autonoma, nu depinde de
niciun corp bisericesc din interiorul sau din afara celor trei natiuni mentionate
anterior. in 1970, statutul autocefal al Biserici Ortodoxe in America a fost
recunoscut de catre unele, dar nu de toate Bisericile Ortodoxe Autocefale.

Asadar, parohiile noastre sunt unite intr-o Eparhie/Episcopie, iar Episcopia
noastra face parte din unitatea celorlalte Eparhii din Biserica Ortodoxa in
America, fiecare avand, de asemenea, Statutul sau si Congresul sau Adunarea
Eparhialda Anuala, fiind, de asemenea, sub autoritatea Statutelor Bisericii
Ortodoxe in America.

Totalitatea acestor Eparhii este condusa catre Sfantul Sinod al Episcopilor
Bisericii Ortodoxe In America. Cuvantul ,,Sinod” provine din limba greaca si
inseamna a merge pe ,,aceeasi cale” sau a ,,actiona impreuna”.

Sfantul Sinod are un conducitor. in prezent, el nu are titlul de Patriarh. El
este Preafericirea Sa, Tikhon, al cdrui titlu este ,,Metropolitul intregii Americi
si al Canadei”.

Structura Eparhiei noastre este clarificata in Constitutia sa, copusd din 7
Articole, si in Statutul compus din 15 Articole. Cartea aceasta se intituleaza:
,.Constitutia si Statutul ROEA”.

Fiecare Eparhie are un ,,Congres/Adunare” cel putin o datd pe an sau o data
la doi ani. Agenda de lucru a Congresului se bazeaza pe faptul ca avem
proprietati, fonduri si guverne care ne cilauzesc in domeniul organizatiilor
nonprofit, Incorporarea si supravegherea financiard. Aceasta de datoreaza
faptului ca toti credinciosii sunt si cetateni supusi legilor civile acolo unde
traiesc.

Ca o notd, guvernele noastre recunosc practic doud forme de organizare a
Bisericii: cea ierarhica si cea congregationala.
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Dar este, de asemenea, adevarat cé noi, fara cerintele guvernului, trebuie sa
dam seama unul altuia de ceea ce ne-a binecuvantat Dumnezeu in viata
noastra, in parohiile noastre si in Episcopie.

Chiar si in vremurile apostolice a fost nevoie de supraveghere, asa cum ne
aminteste Sfantul Apostol Petru in Faptele Apostolilor. Cand unii credinciosi
au mintit despre donatia pentru sprijinul Bisericii, au murit pe loc, iar necinstea
lor a fost dezvaluitd. Mai era si motivul slujirii diaconilor. Ei urmau sa aiba
grija de vaduve si de nevoile practice ale comunitdtii... avem si noi aici
diaconi.

Ordinea de zi a Congresului, autoritatea Congresului, nu acopera ceea ce
credem noi (aceasta este Credinta - sfintd, soborniceascd si apostoleasca.)
Izvorul Credintei noastre este Sfanta Traditie, scrisa si orala, Sfintele Scripturi
si Invataturile rostite ale Apostolilor, transmise, care calduzesc Biserica, Una:
episcopi, cler si credinciogi impreuna sub ochii Ingrijitori ai Sfantului Sinod.

Un Congres acopera activitdtile legate de Eparhie in arena religioasa si civila,
asa cum am spus. Vom nota activititile, cat si vizitele pastorle ale
Arhiepiscopului si Episcopului Vicar, ale diferitelor Comisii si Departamente.

Congresele au stabilit aceste Departamente si Comisii 1n ultimii 90 de ani.

Vom revizui activitatea financiara a Episcopiei. O firmad de contabili publici
independenti si autorizati verifica acest lucru. Toate activitatile raportate indica
munca de un an a Consiliului Episcopiei, asa cum a fost atribuita si desfasurata
de Cancelaria de la Vatra. Include, de asemenea, urmatorul buget si eventualele
propuneri.

Congresele din ultimii 90 de ani au revizuit Statutul Episcopiei. Acesta este
disponibil in forma tiparita si electronica online atat in limba romana, cat si in
limba englezd. Limba englezad este folositd de dragul claritétii in relatia cu
restul societatii 1n care traim (cu exceptia Mexicului). Delegatii care doresc, se
pot adresa in limba romana. Un secretar de limba romand va lua notite pentru
procesul verbal. De asemenea, dupa cum a fost mentionat in trecut, amintesc si
astdzi, nu se permite inregistrarea electronica a sesiunilor de lucru, astfel incat
vorbitorii sd se simta liberi sa-si exprime observatiile, cu gandul linistit.

Delegatilor, va rugam sa retineti ca sunteti membri ai Consiliului Parohial si,
atunci cand reveniti la parohie, trebuie sa prezentati un raport in fata consiliului
acestuia si chiar a Adunarii Generale despre activitatea Congresului.

in concluzie, ofer observatii personale care nu sunt specificate in listarea
vizitelor mele pastorale.

Reamintesc clerului si delegatilor de nevoia presantd ca parohia sa se ocupe
si sd poarte de grija membrilor de toate varstele: tineri, adolescenti, studenti si
cuplurile casatorite, dar si persoanele in varstid. Societatea modernd este o
abordare izolationistd ,,Eu in primul rand, numai Eu” a vietii umane. Familia si
Biserica sunt prezentate ca entitati ,,invechite”, ,,demodate”. Spre deosebire de
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ceea ce Sfantul Apostol Pavel invata primii crestini, suntem un trup, la fel cum
unitatea familiala este parte fundamentala a societatii.

Impartasesc cu voi cd, in majoritatea vizitelor mele parohiale, existi o
absenta a tinerilor si a adolescentilor. Ma uit in popor si observ absenta lor.

Domnul ne spune pilda unei persoane care a gasit ceva pretios si a plecat sa-1
cumpere. Tinerii nostri trebuie sa stie ca este cel mai de pret ,ceva” este
credinta crestinda ortodoxa. Acesta este sensul vietii, o pregitire pentru
existenta vesnica.

Ei trebuie sa-si traiascd credinta ortodoxa din copildrie in sus. Casa, casa
dumneavoastra, fiecare casa, este o mini-biserica, o ,,Mica Biserica”. Copiii ne
observa pe noi adultii, si invatd sau nu invata din ceea ce facem. Din cele sapte
zile ale saptamanii, copiii pot participa la slujbele Bisericii doar pentru o ora
duminica, o ord! Nu au permis de conducere la varsta aceea, asa ca depind de
mama si tata sa-i duca la biserica. Adolescentii care au permis de conducere, in
loc sa vina la bisericd, pleacd in directia opusa bisericii, duminica! Repet, casa
fiecaruia este o ,,Mica Biserica” pentru restul de sase zile si jumatate ale
sdptamanii.

Credinta trebuie sa fie hranita de adultii care doresc sa impartaseasca credinta
lor generatiei viitoare din familie. Unii spun ca Liturghia este aceeasi de
fiecare data. Este partial adevarat cd structura raméne aceeasi, dar este un
meniu ,fix”: este Cina Domnului la care suntem chemati, ,,Cu fricd de
Dumnezeu, cu credinta si cu dragoste”... sd primim Trupul si Sangele lui
Hristos.

Preotii parohi slujesc Vecernia si Utrenia, care sunt comori de cantari bogate,
de lauda lui Dumnezeu si formare. Pe de o parte, vrem sd stim mai multe
despre Credinta noastra; pe de alta parte, nu ne angajam sa participam la aceste
slujbe. Nu ar trebui sa lasam aceste ocazii de a participa la slujbe pe ultimul
loc.

Mi s-a spus urmatoarea intamplare. Un tatd se ruga impreuna cu cei trei copii
ai sai inainte de culcare. Intr-o noapte, o cunostinti de afaceri a venit la cina.
Dupa cina si o discutie intre barbati, copiii au venit la tatal lor si i-au amintit ca
este timpul pentru rugiciunile de culcare. Tatil le-a spus ca va veni mai tarziu
pentru ca era angajat In conversatie cu oaspetele sau. Musafirul a reactionat,
spunand cd nu vrea ca prezenta lui sa interfereze cu rugaciunile familiei. El a
intrebat dacd poate fi prezent in timp ce se faceau rugaciunile obisnuite de
seara. Tatdl a fost rusinat, dar apoi toti s-au adunat in fata icoanelor cu
oaspetele si s-au rugat. Aceasta este o poveste adevarata.

Biserica Universala a Crezului este traitd in eparhie, in parohie, in propriile
noastre vieti, dar in primul rand, in propriile case, ,,microbiserica”. Ce ziceti
despre casa dumneavoastra?

Slava lui Dumnezeu pentru toate!

+NATHANIEL, Arhiepiscop
RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXA IN AMERICA DE NORD 11
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Invititurile Sfintilor Parinti

Ceea ce ne trebuie, este ca tinta tuturor faptelor noastre si tot
ceea ce ni se intampla, sa fie iubirea de Dumnezeu.

Cand vom avea adanc infiptd aceastd radacind in sufletul
nostru, nu numai bunul trai, cinstirea, rangurile, luarile in seama, ci si
defaimarile, vorbirile de rau, océrile asupririle, chinuirile, toate acestea,
intr-un cuvant, vor purta pentru voi roade de bucurie.

Dupa cum radacinile pomului ingile sunt amare si cu toate
acestea din ele ies roade care ne plac, tot asa intristarea dupa voia lui
Dumnezeu ne va aduce o mare bucurie.

Stiu cei ce adesea s-au rugat si-au varsat lacrimi in suferinta,
cata bucurie au cules, cum si-au simtit constiinta curatita si de jos s-au
ridicat cu o si mai mare de nadejde.

Cum totdeauna am zis, nu din firea lucrurilor, ci din inclindrile
noastre se ivesc, necontenit, Intristarea sau bucuria. Asadar, de vom face
ca ele sa fie ceea ce se cade si fie, avem bun temei de bucurie
neamestecatd. Cat priveste trupul, felul vazduhului si inrauririle dinafara
ii pricinuiesc mai putin rau sau mai putin bine decat propria lui alcatuire.
Tot asemenea este si pentru suflet, ba Inca mai limpede, cici asupra
trupului vine de se naruie trebuinta cea trupeasca, pe cand, pentru suflet,
totul este atarnator de vointa.

Daca ravniti dupd multumire, nu urmariti bogatia, nici
sanatatea trupeascd, nici slava, nici puterea, nici luxul, nici ospetele
desfatatoare, nici vesmintele de matase, nici ogoarele manoase, nici
casele aratoase, nimic asemenea acestora.

Ci cautati intelepciunea cea dupa Dumnezeu, si alegeti calea
virtutii. S$i nimic din ce este, nimic din ce poate fi, nu va avea taria sa va
mahneasca. Ce zic eu sa va mahneasca? Ceea ce mahneste pe altii, voua
va va spori bucuria [...].

Sfantul Ioan Gura de Aur

Bucuria launtrica nu poate fi rapita omului de bine
Cuvinte alese, Alba-Iulia 2002
(www.ioanguradeaur.ro)
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Certa-ma-va dreptul cu mila...

Cantam Vecernia intr-o searda si am ajuns la stihurile de la ,,Doamne,
strigat-am”. Unul din ele, scos din Psalmul 140, spune asa: ,, Certa-mda-va
dreptul cu milda si ma va mustra, iar untdelemnul pdacatosilor sa nu unga
capul meu.” (Ps. 140, 5)

Am citit si cantat versetul acesta de sute de ori dar, vorba mitropolitului
Antonie Plaméadeala, descoperim mereu ,, tdlcuri noi la texte vechi”.

Ce vrea sa spund psalmistul ?

Primesc mai degraba mustrarea unui prieten, decat lauda unui dusman.
Prietenul iti spune uneori adevaruri incomode, pe cand omul profitor sau
invidios iti poate aduce laude din interes ori pentru propria lui imagine:
,nu slavindu-te pe tine... lustruindu-se pe el” (Mihai Eminescu —
Scrisoarea ).

Mai buna este o critica sincerad decat o lauda mincinoasa ori ipocrita. Mai
mult iubesc toiagul Bunului Pastor decat osanalele celui rau voitor.

Nu oricine te mustra iti vrea raul si nu oricine te lauda iti vrea binele.

O mustrare iubitoare unge sufletul si te fereste de pacat ori de o parere
prea buna despre tine.

Ai grija cine te inaltd pe un pedestal: s-ar putea sd o facd doar ca sa se
bucure cand o sd cazi de acolo !

In Viata Cuviosului Simeon Stalpnicul ni se pune in fati pericolul
laudelor primite fara smerenie. Pe cand Sfantul se afla incad ucenic 1n ale
vietii duhovnicesti, diavolul a incercat sa-l1 ispiteascd prin laude. I s-a
aratat nevoitorului in chip de inger luminat §i l-a incredintat cd pentru
vietuirea lui sfantd Dumnezeu a hotarat sa-1 ia de viu la cer, la fel ca pe
Prorocul Ilie. Cuviosul Simeon, mai intai s-a mirat, dar apoi a iesit din
chilie, urmandu-1 pe ispititor. Un car strdlucitor de foc, la care erau
inhamati cai inaripati, astepta deja la usa. Doar ca, indata ce sihastrul a pus
primul picior in car, gi-a facut semnul crucii dupa obisnuinta calugdreasca,
si diavolul a pierit In fum cu car cu tot.

Lauda e ca vinul: cand e putina, veseleste inima omului si 0 motiveaza,
dar cand e gustata farda masura, Imbata si intuneca judecata.

Se spune cd pdrintele Arsenie Boca, pe cand se afla in ucenicie la
Muntele Athos, ar fi dat de un duhovnic aspru, care i-a zis: ,,M4, tu nu esti
in stare de nimic! Nici la maturat nu esti bun!”, la care tanarul si-a spus in
sinea lui: ,,Aici e de mine, eu la dsta raman!”.

RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXA iIN AMERICA DE NORD 13



Solia The Horald SUMMER 2023

Insd mustrarea, facuta fara discernamant si nu pornitd din iubire, nu mai
indreapta sufletul pe calea virtutilor ci 1l zapaceste, il face inchis in sine,
morocanos si nesimtitor.

Lauda da mandrie, arogantd si autosuficientd. Il departeazd pe
Dumnezeu de la noi. Dacad nu mai ai nevoie de Mine, spune Domnul, /a ce
sa-ti mai stau aproape ? Te stanjenesc. Ma simt in plus.

Un ucenic a venit odatd la un pustnic si, din vorba in vorba, i-a zis
acestuia: ,, Eu nu am nevoie de Dumnezeu, de vreme ce viata si sufletul
meu sunt ca o coald alba de hdrtie”. lar pustnicul i-a raspuns: ,, Bine, bine,
asa o fi, dar baga de seama sa nu-si scrie diavolul numele pe ea !””

Autocritica, self-doubt, e constructivd. Dreapta socotintd ori
discernamantul sunt de mare folos. Si atunci cand esti tu cel care mustra
sau lauda, dar si atunci cand esti cel mustrat ori laudat.

Lauda e dulce, critica e amara. Ca o doctorie. Cum zice versul din
Miorita lui Bartolomeu Anania: ,,Dar nu stii c-amarul / ne-nmulteste
darul ?” Un parinte grijuliu mustra, dar si incurajeaza. Pune, adica, putina
miere peste doctoria amard. O face mai usor de inghitit.

O lauda facuta la vremea ei e de folos. Motiveaza. Dar, ca si mierea,
cand e prea multd poate sa strice stomacul si sa provoace greata.

Ca sa apreciezi la justa lor valoare si mustrarea dar si lauda, e bine sa le
inveti din carti, dar mai bine e sa le vezi armonios Tmpreunate intr-un om.
Poate fi el un pirinte, un dascil sau altcineva cu autoritate. ,, /i pling pe
tinerii care n-au intdlnit la timp in viata lor un om in care sa creada, un
om in stare sd-i pasioneze pana la a le modifica viata. E un noroc pe care
meritd sd-I platesti cu toate entuziasmele, oricdt ar parea ele de excesive,
imprudente sau ridicole in ochii strainilor.” (Scriitorul Mihail Sebastian
despre profesorul Nae Ionescu)

Existd in jurul nostru modele de viatd autentice. Oameni care traiesc
curat si frumos din convingere, nu ca sa fie vazuti de oameni. Dar exista si
multe modele comerciale. Promovate pe social-media si devenite ,,virale”
peste noapte. Nu acelea meritd cdutate, caci pot fi efemere ca puful de
papadie. Merita cautate si urmate acelea care mustra, ceartd, incurajeaza si
lauda cu iubire parinteascd sau frateasca. Acestea sunt adevaratii
influenceri care ne pot primeni sufletele pentru o viata crestina autentica.

Diacon Nicolae Marinescu
Catedrala Buna Vestire, Montreal

14 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA



SUMMER 2023 Sobla The Horald

2. i R
The consecration of the new church of St. Varlaam of Moldova Mission in
River Glade (Moncton), NB, (June 9-11, 2023).

Sfintirea noii biserici a Misiunii Sf. Varlaam din Moldova in
River Glade (Moncton), NB, (9-11 Iunie, 2023).

Services held during the pastoral visit of His Grace, Bishop Andrei,
at St. Nicholas Church in Troy, MI, (June 8, 2023).
Slujbe savarsite in timpul vizitei pastorale a Preasfintitului Andrei la Parohia Sf. Nicolae
din Troy, MI, (8 Iunie, 2023).
o C
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The ordaination of Rev. Dn. Petru Bogdan Ion into the Holy Priesthood at
Annunciation Cathedral in Montreal, QC (August 26, 2023).
Hirotonia intru Preot a Diaconului Petru Bogdan Ion la Catedrala Buna Vestire din
Montreal, QC (26 August, 2023).

The ordaination of Rev. Dn. Andrei Vladut Cretu into the Holy Priesthood at
Annunciation Cathedral in Montreal, QC (August 27, 2023).
Hirotonia intru Preot a Diaconului Andrei Vladut Cretu la Catedrala Buna Vestire

16 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA



Sobla The Horald

SUMMER 2023

The Senior Summer Camp at Vatra Roméneasca,
Tabara de Vara a Seniorilor la Vatra Roméaneasca,

Grass Lake,
Grass Lake,

MI (June 25 - July 8, 2023).
MI (25 Iunie - 8 Tulie, 2023).
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3 By

Tabira de Vara a Juniorilor la Vatra Roméaneasca, Grass Lake, MI (16 Tulie

The Junior Summer Camp at Vatra Roméneasca, Grass Lake, MI (July 16 -

July 29, 2023).

29 Tulie,

2023)
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Archbishop Nathaniel at the 120th Anniversaries of the Sts. Peter & Paul Parish
(Canora) and the Holy Trinity Parish (MacNutt) - founded in 1903.
Saskatchewan, Canada (June 17-18, 2023).
inalpreasﬁntitul Episcop Nathaniel la Aniversirile de 120 de ani ale Parohiilor
Sf. Ap. Petru si Pavel (Canora) si Sf. Treime (MacNutt) - fondate in 1903.
Saskatchewan, Canada (17-18 Iunie, 2023).
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THREE HOLY HIERARCHS CHURCH, MOUNTLAKE TERRACE WASHINGTON
Delegates to the 2023 Episcopate Congress with Archbishop Nathaniel, Bishop Alexei, and Bishop Andrei.
Delegatii Congresului Episcopiei din 2023 impreuna cu Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, Episcopul Alexei si Episcopul Andrei.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 91T ANNUAL EPISCOPATE
CONGRESS IN SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

Clergy and faithful from parishes across the
United States and Canada began to arrive on
Thursday, September 7, in the Seattle,
Washington area for the 91st Congress of the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America,
which took place the weekend of September 8-
10, 2023, hosted by Three Holy Hierarchs Church
in Mountlake Terrace, marking the first time in
the diocese's 90+ year history that this event occurred on the West Coast. Also
attending as a guest was His Grace, Bishop Alexei of Alaska, who brought
with him the wonderworklng "Our Lady of Sitka" Icon of the Mother of God.

= E— - On Thursday evenlng, September 7, 2023, His
Grace Bishop Andrei, in the presence of His Eminence
Archbishop Nathaniel and His Grace Bishop Alexei of
Alaska, celebrated Great Vespers with Litia for the
Feast of the Nativity of the Ever-Virgin Mary at Three
Holy Hierarchs Church in Mountlake Terrace
(Seattle), Washington, assisted by parish priest, V.
Rev. Fr. loan Catana, and several visiting priests who had arrived early for the
Episcopate Congress. Those present had the opportunity to venerate the relics
of St. Herman of Alaska brought by Bishop Alexei.

On Friday, September 8, 2023, the
events of the 9lst Episcopate Congress
officially began with the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Nativity
of the Ever-Virgin Mary by His Eminence
Archbishop Nathaniel, His Grace Bishop
Alexei of Alaska (guest hierarch), and His
Grace Bishop Andrei, assisted by dozens of
clergy. After lunch that afternoon, the
annual clergy conference took place, at which Bishop Alexei offered a
spiritually nourishing presentation. That evening, clergy and faithful welcomed
the wonderworking "Our Lady of Sitka" Icon of the Mother of God to the
church and celebrated the Mystery of Holy Unction.

‘ On Saturday, September 9, 2023, the 91st
Episcopate Congress officially opened at Three
Holy Hierarchs Church in Mountlake Terrace
(Seattle), Washington, with 144 clergy and lay
delegates representing parishes across the
United States
and Canada.
; 2 The events of
the 91st Episcopate Congress continued with
a service of Invocation of the Holy Spirit and
the opening of the Congress sessions where
150 clergy and lay delegates heard reports
and planned activities for the coming year.
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A recently produced short video on the life of Bishop Policarp Morusca, the

first bishop of the Romanian Orthodox communities in North America, was
shown to commemorate the 140™ anniversary of hlS birth. The Congress then
welcomed the Ambassador of Romania to the ;
United States, His Excellency Andrei Muraru,
who offered his best wishes to our parish
communities. The delegates also listened to
His Grace Bishop Alexei
of Alaska speak about the
Orthodox  Church in
Alaska. The moving slide
presentation about the
conditions in Alaska inspired the Congress delegates to
pass the following motion: The Episcopate Council assess
the means and ability of our Episcopate to help the
Diocese of Alaska in the most appropriate way with a
contribution to be made no later than by May 1, 2024.

Archbishop Nathaniel presented Mr.
Richard C. Grabowski (Administrative
Assistant and Business Manager of the
Department of Publications) with a
Gramata Award for his 16+ years of
dedicated service to the Episcopate.
The Delegates clected a new
Episcopate Council and Episcopate
Tribunal for the 2023-2025 term
[EPISCOPATE COUNCIL - Clergy
Members: Rev. Fathers Remus Grama, lan Pac-Urar, lonut Maerean, George
Ursache, David Subu, Nicolae Lapuste (alternate); Lay Members: Patricia
Bratulescu, Stefan Russu, Thomas Rosco, Jonel Maiogan, Liviu Tanase, Mihai
Dan, Dan Constantinescu, Barbara Stelea, Carol Schweitzer, Paul Laroque,
Cristian Spanu (alternate), Psa. Diana Acsente (alternate). EPISCOPATE
TRIBUNAL - Clergy Appointees: Rev. Fathers lan Pac-Urar, loan Cozma,
Ioan Bogdan, Gabriel Agoston. Lay Members: Michael Williams, Peter Lee;
Alternates: Adelina Balog, Jonathon Groza.]. Following the meetings, a
Memorial Service was celebrated with
Great Vespers, after which Fr. Herman
Belt, Dean of St. Michael Cathedral in
Sitka, spoke about the wonderworking
"Our Lady of Sitka" Icon of the Mother of
God, which was available in the church for
veneration. The Grand Banquet was then
held in the
social hall,
at which
guests were treated to a program of songs by a
group of clergy and an outstanding cultural and
artistic program presented by the youth and
young adults of the parish.
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On Sunday, September 10, 2023, the
91st Episcopate Congress concluded with
the celebration of the Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy, followed by a lunch for all in
attendance. His Eminence Archbishop
Nathaniel celebrated the Liturgy with His
Grace Bishop Alexei of Alaska and His
Grace Bishop Andrei, assisted by
numerous clergy who remained through the

Sobla The Horald

s
AT

weekend. At the end of the service, His Eminence presented a copy of the
"Protectress of Vatra Romaneasca" icon to parish priest V. Rev. Fr. loan
Catana and the Three Holy Hierarchs parish in gratitude for all their efforts in

hosting this event. The faithful
then came forward to receive an
icon card and blessing from
Bishop Alexei, venerate the
wonderworking "Our Lady of
Sitka" Icon of the Mother of
God and the relics of St.
Herman of Alaska, and receive
Archbishop Nathaniel's blessing.
Thanks to photographers Thomas
Rosco and  Marius  Blidar

(mariusphoto.com) for the photos
used in this article.
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The 75th National A.R.F.O.R.A Congress was held on June 23-25, 2023, and
was hosted by the Ladies Auxiliary of the Holy Nativity Church, Chicago, Illinois.
The weekend activities began with the Executive Board meeting on Friday
evening, followed by an informal Welcome Reception for all present. The
organizing committee did a wonderful job in hosting this event. On Saturday
morning, the registration of the delegates continued, and a very nice breakfast was
served by the ladies of the host parish. His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel opened
the Congress with a prayer, and he also addressed the delegates. Fr. Sabin Pop,
ARFORA'’s Spiritual Advisor, gave a brief speech and congratulated the delegates
for their work and commitment.

Lucy Pop, A.R.F.O.R.A. President, also addressed the Congress and
welcomed the delegates.

The Auxiliaries represented were: “Descent of the Holy Spirit,” Warren, MI,
“Holy Cross,” Hermitage, PA; “Falling Asleep of the Ever Virgin Mary
Cathedral,” Cleveland, OH; “St. Mary,” Chicago, IL; “Holy Trinity,” Youngstown,
OH; “St. George Cathedral,” Southfield MI; “Descent of the Holy Spirit,”
Merrillville, IN, “St. Athanasius the Great,” Aurora, IL, “Saints Peter and Paul,”
Dearborn Heights, MI; “Holy Cross,” Alexandria, VA, “St. Mary,” St. Paul, MN
and the host parish, “Holy Nativity,” Chicago, IL. President Lucy Pop thanked the
Board and the delegates for taking time from their busy schedules to attend the
Congress and to work for the benefit of the Episcopate and their parishes.

AR.FOR.A. awarded one Undergraduate scholarship in the amount of
$1,000 to Nicole Cotora from the Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Warren, MI,
and one graduate scholarship of $1,000 to Julia Devine from Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, Dearborn Heights, MI. Unfortunately, there were no applicants this year for
the Helen Muntean Education Scholarship. We encourage the parish priests and the
local ladies auxiliary presidents to remind their young people that A.R.F.O.R.A.
offers these scholarships, and the forms are on the A.R.F.O.R.A. website
(ROEA.org/ARFORA). We continued to support the Monasteries, Seminarians, the
Vatra Summer Camps, and the Episcopate Mission Fund. We also remember the
widowed Preotese with small gifts three times a year. Our main focus is
organizing new auxiliaries and encouraging the existing auxiliaries to be more
active at the national level. One project we are undertaking is to raise funds to
remodel the dormitory in the ARFORA house at the Vatra, which is used for Camp
counselors.

During the lunch break, Dr. Dorina Scaunas from the host parish gave a very
interesting presentation about women’s health issues at different stages in life.
Dorina is an OB/GYN specialist, and she based her presentation on her experience.
A Dbrief discussion and Q&A’s followed. After the presentation, the Congress
continued with the second session which ended with the election of the new
ARFORA Board. The day was concluded with a Parastas and Great Vespers,
celebrated by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel assisted by Fr. Geani Nemes,
the Parish Priest, and Fr Sabin Pop, ARFORA’s Spiritual Advisor. After the
services, all present were invited to the social hall for dinner, followed by a movie
about Queen Marie of Romania. Sunday morning began with a Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy followed by a farewell lunch. Heartfelt thanks are offered to Fr. Geani and
Psa. Daniela Nemes, the Congress Chairpersons, and all the ladies and parishioners
of the host parish for hosting the 75th National A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress.

Axinia Lucia (Lucy) Pop
National ARFORA President
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AL 75-LEA CONGRES A.R.F.O.R.

Cel de-al 75-lea Congres National A.R.F.O.R.A a avut loc in perioada 23-25
iunie 2023 si a fost gazduit de Parohia ,Nasterea Domnului” din Chicago, Illinois.
Activitatile de weekend au inceput cu sedinta Comitetului Executiv vineri seara,
urmatd de o receptie informald de bun venit pentru toti prezenti. Comitetul de
organizare a facut o treaba minunata in gdzduirea acestui eveniment. Sambata
dimineata a continuat inscrierea delegatilor si a fost servit un mic dejun foarte frumos
de doamnele parohiei gazda. Inaltpreasfintitul Parinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a
deschis Congresul cu o rugdciune si s-a adresat si delegatilor. Pr. Sabin Pop,
Consilierul Spiritual al ARFORA, a tinut un scurt discurs si i-a felicitat pe delegati
pentru munca si angajamentul lor.

De asemenea, Lucy Pop, Presedinta A.R.F.O.R.A., s-a adresat Congresului si a
salutat delegatii.

Auxiliarii reprezentati au fost: ,,Pogorarea Duhului Sfant,” Warren, MI; ,,Sfanta
Cruce,” Hermitage, PA; ,,Catedrala Sfanta Maria,” Cleveland, OH; ,,Sfanta Maria,”
Chicago, IL; ,Sfanta Treime”, Youngstown, OH; ,,Catedrala Sfantul Gheorghe,”
Southfield MI; ,,Pogorarea Duhului Sfant,” Merrillville, IN, ,,Sf. Atanasie cel Mare,”
Aurora, IL, ,Sfintii Petru si Pavel,” Dearborn Heights, MI; ,Sfanta Cruce,”
Alexandria, VA, ,Sfanta Maria,” St. Paul, MN si parohia gazda, ,Nasterea
Domnului,” Chicago, IL. Presedinta Lucy Pop a multumit Comitetul si delegatilor
pentru ca si-au luat timp din programul lor incarcat pentru a participa la Congres si
pentru a lucra in beneficiul Episcopiei si al parohiilor lor.

A.R.F.O.R.A. a acordat o bursd de licentd in valoare de 1.000 USD lui Nicole
Cotora de la Parohia ,,Pogorarea Duhului Sfant, ” Warren, M1, si o bursa de absolvire
de 1.000 USD Julia Devine din Parohia ,,Sfintii Petru si Pavel, ” Dearborn Heights,
MI. Din pécate, anul acesta nu au fost solicitanti pentru Bursa de Educatie Helen
Muntean. Incurajam preotii parohi si doamnele presedinte auxiliare locale sa le
reaminteasca tinerilor cd A.R.F.O.R.A. oferd aceste burse, iar formularele sunt pe
ARFORA. site-ul web (ROEA.org/ARFORA). Am continuat sa sprijinim
Manastirile, Seminariile, taberele de vara de la Vatra Romaneascd si Fondul de
Misiune al Episcopiei. Ne amintim si de Preotese vaduve cu mici daruri de trei ori pe
an. Principalul nostru obiectiv este organizarea de noi auxiliare si incurajarea
auxiliarelor existente sa fie mai active la nivel national. Un proiect pe care il
intreprindem este strangerea de fonduri pentru remodelarea cdminului din casa
ARFORA de la Vatra, care este folosit pentru cei care lucreaza la tabara de vara.

in pauza de pranz, dr. Dorina Scaunas de la parohia gazdi, a sustinut o
prezentare foarte interesantd despre problemele de sanatate a femeilor in diferite etape
ale vietii. Dorina este medic specialist ginecolog si si-a bazat prezentarea pe
experienta ei. A urmat o scurta discutie si intrebari si raspunsuri. Dupa prezentare,
congresul a continuat cu a doua sesiune care s-a incheiat cu alegerea noului Comitet
ARFORA. Ziua s-a incheiat cu Parastas si Vecernie Mare, slujita de Inaltpreasfintitul
Parinte, Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, asistat de Pr. Geani Nemes, Preotul Paroh, si
Preotul Sabin Pop, Consilierul Spiritual ARFORA. Dupa slujbe, toti prezenti au fost
invitati 1n sala sociald la cina, urmata de un film despre Regina Maria a Romaniei.
Duminica dimineata a inceput cu o Sfantd Liturghie Arhiereasca urmatd de un pranz
de rdmas bun. Multumiri din suflet sunt oferite Pr. Geani si Psa. Daniela Nemes si
toate doamnele si enoriagii parohiei gazda pentru gazduirea celei de-a 75-a editii
nationale A.R.F.O.R.A. Congres.

Axinia Lucia (Lucy) Pop
Presedinta Nationala ARFORA
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A Brief History of the Oldest Romanian Orthodox

Church in North America

In the late 1800s, pioneer . e
settlers from Romania began :
to arrive in  Regina,
Saskatchewan, Canada.

They were in a new country
with a new language and a
new culture. They faced some
discrimination. They had to
find a job and homes. Some
traveled for weeks and even
months to get here. There was
no turning back. Despite the
hardships, they found the time and resources to build a church and built
Saint Nicholas Romanian Orthodox Church in 1902.

At approximately 5 pm on June 30, 1912, a giant cyclone struck the
city of Regina. Many buildings were damaged and destroyed, but Saint
Nicholas survived.

The dirty 1930s - no crops, no jobs, just dirt and grasshoppers, but
Saint Nicholas survived.

July 15, 1935 - some 2,000 young single men from across Western
Canada were on their way to Ottawa to protest the working conditions
in labor camps. The government ordered the train to be stopped in
Regina that day. Many men were arrested, jailed, and injured. One
policeman was killed. The riot’s epicenter was a few feet west of
Church, but Saint Nicholas was not touched.

A fire just south of the Church destroyed a building. Water from
fighting the fire caused the south basement wall to cave in. Saint
Nicholas survived.

For a long time, we had poor attendance (10 to 20 on average) with no
young people. Saint Nicholas survived.

Most recently, the pandemic caused a total shutdown.

We are still here, stronger than ever.

Mike Majeran
a parishioner of Saint Nicholas Romanian Orthodox Church
Regina, Saskatchewan
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GOLDY-GEMU SCHOLARSHIP ($1,500.00)

The Dumitru Golea Goldy-Gemu Scholarship is awarded to undergraduate college students of
Romanian origin. In addition to all the required documents, each applicant writes an essay on the
topic: “How My Romanian Heritage Helps Make Me a Better American.”

Ana Maria Bratosin is a student at the University of
Tennessee — Martin, in the College of Education, Health, and
Behavioral Sciences. Her major is K-5 Education. Her
cumulative GPA is 3.94. In her essay, Ana Maria writes:
“Seeing how we came to this country with two suitcases and
where we are now constantly motivates me to exceed my own
expectations and goals. I love my home country and people,
but my heritage has opened my eyes to the greatness of this
land, too...In college...a handful of people...have very
stereotypical thoughts about Romanians...Because 1 am
Maria Bratosin Romanian, I am able to help break those stereotypes by the
way I present myself and the information I share with them.” One
of her reference letters states: ““...she is a well-rounded person, of great character, very
active in the community, and adapts well to any situation and can handle it with grace
and maturity, while still letting the kid in her shine through.”

Andreea Danielle Dager is a student at the University of
Mount Union (Alliance, OH), where her majors are Math
Education and Music Education. Her cumulative GPA is 4.00.
In her essay, Andreea writes: “After being old enough to
understand my mom’s escape from communism and how she
had to leave everything behind, I began to realize why she
pushed me so hard to be successful and to be grateful for
everything I have...My Romanian heritage has taught me to
give out of my heart and not expect anything in return, to have
empathy for all people I encounter, and is, most of all,
something I am extremely proud of.” One of Andreea’s
professors wrote the following in a reference letter: “As a Andreea Dager
student, Andreea demonstrated a love of learning and the level of

commitment necessary to succeed in college and beyond...She is an honors student, a
resident assistant, and enjoys teaching piano lessons in her free time. Andreea has a
strong faith which can be shown through being a Mount Union representative of Akron
University’s Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) and book club.”

DNONONONGLGINGNGIAGIE
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WILLIAM R. STANITZ / AROY SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

In August of 1971, the Constantin J. Stanitz family of Chicago established a Scholarship Fund in
memory of their son, William Robert Stanitz, who met a premature tragic death in California.

Emily Devine is a student at the University of Michigan —
Dearborn. She is working toward a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Urban and Regional studies and a minor in Economics. She
plans to work as an urban planner in the future. Her cumulative
GPA is 3.93. Having completed her sophomore year in the
spring of 2023, she has twice received the U of M — Dearborn
University Honors Award, and has been recognized as a James
B. Angel Scholar. In addition to her studies, Emily participates
in the Restoration Ecology Club and has volunteered at Open-
Door Ministries Food Bank and Natural Area Preservation.
Emily Devine Emily has been a life-long member of Sts. Peter & Paul
Romanian Orthodox Church, Dearborn Heights, Michigan, where
she has volunteered to work at many parish events and has been an active member of
the Youth Group, Sunday School and Choir. She also attended Camp Vatra. One of her
reference letters states: “Emily is a devoted, regular attender of Church services, who
takes her faith seriously and lives a pious Christian life. She is a positive Orthodox
Christian role model for her peers.”

VICTOR POP SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

Awarded to a qualified undergraduate or graduate student of Romanian ethnic descent who is in
the Junior or Senior year in College or Graduate School.

Julia Devine completed her Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Children and Families-Agency Focus at the University of
Michigan — Dearborn with high distinction (3.88 GPA) in the
Winter term 2023. In the Fall of 2023, Julia began a Master of
Science program in Health Information Technology (HIT) at U
of M — Dearborn. Through discussions with her mother, a
physician, and from her own research, she “discovered that
healthcare professionals depend on electronic medical systems
to perform their work efficiently and accurately.” Julia writes:
“When I discovered the Health Information Technology (HIT)
graduate program at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, 1 Julia Devine
realized that a career in HIT would be the perfect opportunity to

utilize my interest in IT to improve the lives of not just children and their families, but
all in need of healthcare.” Julia’s mother and paternal grandmother were born in
Romania, and she traveled with her family to Romania in 2018 to visit relatives.
Throughout her life, Julia has been an active parishioner of Sts. Peter & Paul Romanian
Orthodox Church, Dearborn Heights, Michigan and attended Camp Vatra. Her love of
singing in the church choir has continued throughout her college career as a member of
the U of M — Ann Arbor Arts Chorale Choir. One of Julia’s professors writes: “In my
teaching experience, Julia would easily stand as a top 1-5% student...I believe that right
opportunities will set her on a path to a successful academic and professional career.
She will be an asset to a traditionally male-dominated tech industry.”
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FINANCIAL REPORT
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS
Elaine Luca, Struthers, OH ..........c.oooiiiiiiiiiieicee ettt $100.00
Manuela Cruga, Waterford, MI ........c.ccoooiiiiriiiiiieieeee e $75.00
Thrisia Pana, Regina, SK........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiieeee et $75.00
GENERAL DONATIONS
National ARFORA ..ottt $1,200.00
(Summer Camps Support)
National ARFORA ..ottt $1,200.00
(Housekeeping Support)
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA .........cccooiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeceee $700.00
(Hierarch Travel)
St Dimitrie, EAStON, CT ....o.oiviiiiiiieieeeceeeeeeeeceeeee ettt eat e e easeaeene e s enenns $700.00
(Syrian Earthquake Appeal)
Oliviana Catrone, Tampa, FL ...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieicieeeeeeee e $700.00
(Camp Vatra for Seniors T-Shirts)
National ARFORA ......c.coooiiiiiiiieieieiieetee ettt ettt eenan $600.00
(Hierarch Travel)
St George, Canton, OH ..........coiiriiiiiiiiieieeieteie et s $600.00
(Hierarch Travel)
National ARFORA ......c.ooooiiiiiiiieieiieietee ettt ettt eeenan $500.00
(Seminarian Scholarship)
Andreea Ursu, TIOY, M .....c.coiiiiiiiiiiieieeieieieieiee ettt $489.50
(Camp Vatra for Seniors Prayer Books)
Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN ...........cccociiiiiiineiininnieeeee e $407.80
(Hierarch Travel)
Betty Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH ........c..cccocoiiiiiiniiiininiincncic ettt $350.00
(Camp Bowling Trip & Ice Cream Sponsor)
Joe & Donna Bucciarelli/David & Elena Schutt, Livonia, MI ..........c..ccoooeieeiieieeieennnn, $320.00
(Camp Vatra for Juniors — Museum Trip)
Richard & Patricia Long, AKron, OH .........ccccoecriiiniiniiineninineincieicneceereeeieneesnenene $200.00
(Convection Oven)
Andreea Ursu, Troy, MI ..ottt $195.53
(Camp Vatra for Juniors)
Elizabeth Schester, Plymouth, MI........c.cccoeiiiiiniiininiincinccincee et esnenne $150.00
(Camp Vatra for Juniors)
Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MILL........ccccciiriiieiiininiieiieieie e $100.00
Alina & Kenneth Kleinhenz, Hudson, MI............ccccoouiiiiiiiiieeieeieeeecveeeeeve e $100.00
(Camp Vatra for Juniors)
Florence Westerfield, Commerce TWp, MI.......c.ccccoeiniininiininininicrccencceceecienens $50.00
Nick Vasu, SOUthfield, MI.........c.cooooviiiiieieriiecccee ettt ere e nrenne $25.00
Tom Turkus, St Clair ShOTes, MI..........cccooiiiiieieieeieceeeeeeee ettt $10.00
Michael Lado, Orwigsburg, PA
MEMORIAM
Aurelia Popescu, PROENIX, AZ .......cocooveveuiiieieieiiiieieieeteieie ettt sesenens $50.00

(IMO Sandy Cotosman)
2023 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ........... .$8,000.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, ApopKa, FL ........cccoeoiiiiireiiirieiiieee e $4,675.00
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St Panteleimon, Saint-Eustache, QC..........cccooiiiriiiiiienieeieeeeeee e $2,635.00
St Varlaam of Moldova Mission, Moncton, NB ............cccccoeeiiieviiiiieiieeeeeeecee e $1,410.00
St Mary, Chelsea, MA .........ccooevirverieieeeieee. .$1,232.50

Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC..........ccuerieieriiririeieierieiesie et $1,000.00
VATRA GENERATIONS
St Mary, Chicago, IL .......coovouiuiiiiieieii ettt $2,500.00
Atty Michael Lawrence, Layton, UT ..........ccccoiiiieiinieieeinieeeeeeeie e $1,400.00
Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN ...........cccccoveiiinniininnienienece e $1,000.00
Liviu George Constantinescu, Simi Valley, CA .......ccoceoiveiiiineiniieenceeececeeene $500.00
Daniel & Mary Schiau, Rocky River, OH ........c.ccccoviniiiiniiiieeeecceeeeeee $500.00
(IMO Danny Pavel, Dave & Danny Maxim — Boys Camp 1976)
M/M John Pop, Northbrook, IL ..........ccooeiiirieieieiisie ettt $300.00
(For health of family)
Flora de Mintich, Mississauga, ON ..........cccccereireiriinieieienieieeeeeeeete e eeseeee $200.00
(IMO Mary de Mintich)
Ileana Pufescu, Naples, FL .........coooioiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeie et $100.00
Florence Westerfield, Commerce TWp, ML.........cccoviiiiiiiiiieeeeecee e $100.00
AATIOTLYITIOUS <.ttt ettt ettt et e st et et es et e st es et e st esen s eb e b ese et et eseebenees et eseabeneebeneenen $56.00
Vasile & Stela Socite, Burr Ridge, L .......cccooiiuiiriniiiieeieeeee e $50.00
Marian Veteanu, Pembroke Pines, FL ..........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeceeeeeeeeeeeeee e $50.00
CAMP VATRA FOR SENIORS CLOSING BRUNCH DONATIONS
Radbita Family, Sterling Heights, MI..... .$200.00
Cosmin & Dalia Barbos, Woodside, NY .$100.00
Gabriela Boca, ChIiCago, IL ......ccecvevirieiereieiiieiisieieteseeeeseaesesesessessesesseseesesaesaseseesennens $100.00
Mihai Cotofrea, Morton Grove, IL ..........cc.coeeiuiiiiiiieiiecie e $100.00
Gary & Vicky Danis, Plymouth, MI...........c.ccooiiririiuiiiiieieiecieieiceeeeveies e $100.00
Galea Family, Chicago, IL.......cccceoveirieiiereieiiieiisieietesiee ettt ss e saesessesaesennens $100.00
Georgeta Hobe, Lindenhurst, IL .......c..ccoiiiiiniiiniiiiniiccccctececeeeeecee e $100.00
Nicolina Klein, Cleveland, OH............cccoooiiiiiiiiiieeee e $100.00

V Rev Fr Laurence & Psa Anita Lazar, Walled Lake, MI ..
Voivchita Pop, Lindenhurst, IL .
Vasile & Adela Uta, Skokie, IL.

.$100.00
.$100.00
.$100.00

Alec Verok, Lake Orion, MLI...... .$100.00
Spanu Family, North Olmsted, OH.... ...$75.00
Daniel Boca, SKOKIE, TL.......c..c.coiiiiriiiiieeiecie ettt ettt ettt ae s reeseereensennenne $40.00
CAMP VATRA FOR JUNIORS CLOSING BRUNCH DONATIONS
Rev Fr & Psa Daniel Pop, Aurora, IL ......c.coccooiiiiiiniiiiiceeneeeeeeseese e $200.00
Samantha Bittar, Lincolnwood, TL..........c..coooiuiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeee et $150.00
Viorel & Lisa Ciharan, Skokie, IL.................... .$150.00
Avasilcai & Ciocoiu Families, Superior Twp, MI .$150.00
Kleinhenz Family, Hudson, MI ............cccccc... .$150.00
Gabriela Boca, Chicago, IL ........ccoiiiiieiiiiiieieieiieee ettt $100.00
Silviu & Nina Cojocaru, Wheeling, IL .........cccooeiiiiriiiiiieeeeeeeeeee s $100.00
Andrei Galea, Chicago, I ........ccccoivirieiieiiieieieiieieee ettt esenenene $100.00
Marcus Surcel, GIENVIEW, T .......c.ocoiiiiiieieiee ettt $100.00
Daniela SIMKINS, Ada, MI ........ccooiiiiiieece ettt e sae e eeeeae e $80.00
Monica Bayle-Gomez, Schaumburg, IL ..........ccooiiiiiiiiniiiieeceeee e $60.00
Iova Family, Dearborn Hts, ML......... ...$60.00

Comsa Family, Plymouth, MI
Mirela Curte, Redford, MI...........c.ccooeuvnen. ...$50.00
Goldie & Mark Kalugar, Madison Hts, MI............coceiiieiereiinieieieeeieieieeeee e $50.00
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Lupascu Family, Dearborn Hts, ML ........ccoovecieiiieiinieirieieiinieieieieesiee e $50.00
Radu & Anca Stingu, Dearborn Hts, MI.........cccceerieirierieiieieeieeseeseeee e $40.00
Anonymous

MAUIL, HAWAII FIRES APPEAL

Warren Daniel Hall 111, Springfield, VA........ccccoviiiiniiiieeeeeceeeeeene $2,500.00
Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI...........cccooouiiiiiiiiiiiceieeeeeee e $2,024.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI.........cccccoeoirinieiininininieineeeneceeeeeene $1,930.00
St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH ...........ccccoooiiiiiininiriiieiee e $1,300.00
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiieieieeieieteeeeeie e $1,000.00
St Mary, Portland, OR ........ ....$545.00

St Mary, Chelsea, MA ........ccooeiinirineicnes .$521.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR. .$500.00
Holy Cross, San DIiego, CA ........cccoivirieuiuiiieieiiiieieieiee ettt ettt esenesene $450.00
St Mary, Portland, OR .........ccccoioiiiiiiiiiieieiiieiee et $441.00
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH ..........cccccioiriieiirinieiiiieieieieeeeeeeieiee ettt $370.00
St Andrew, PittSburgh, PA.........ooooiiiiiiiieicieee ettt $335.00
St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO........ooiiiiiiiiieeceeeee ettt enene $315.00
COSMINA CRINATIS ..ttt enesene $250.00
St Gregory of Nyssa, Seaford, NY ......cccoioiiriiiiieieeeee e $250.00
LeNOTa BEATET .......vviuiiiiiiiiieieteie ettt ettt ebenene $244.53

.$244.53
.$212.00

Kenneth Liu
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA ..

St Thomas, St Louis, MO ........c..ccoecvevevenns .$200.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA........cccocevieireiririeirieeieseeeeeeie e $160.00
BIian CAPENLET ......cvouiiieiieiiiieieteicieee ettt ettt ettt et s et e et ebese st eseseneaeesenesens $132.21
St Athanasius, AUTOTa, IL .........c.ccoiiiiiiiieiececcee ettt enens $123.00
JASON GATWOOW ......eeivviiiiieii ettt ettt ettt ettt et et e b e eteessens e s et e sbeeseeseensensensens $100.00
Jennifer Sigler, Falls Church, VA .......cccooiiiieeeee et $100.00
William & Cristina Smith, Eureka, MO.............cooooiioiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $100.00
Uhuru Chile MUusic .......c.ccceveveeveneane .$100.00

Lori JaCobSON ... ...$97.52
V Rev Fr Michael & Psa Lilian Lupu, Calgary, AB ...$96.02
St Elias, EIIW0Od City, PA.......cooooiiieiiiieieeeiieieteieeteeieee ettt $75.00
V REV FI PAUL COALS ..ottt ettt eae s ensete s s eaennan $50.00
MiKita DZIALENAZIK .........covevieieeieiiieieecee ettt et $50.00
SUSAN FAITIS ....vviveiiiiiieteeee ettt ettt ettt et et ettt e s e ebesseeseeseessensessaebeessensensennas $50.00
AMDET FONEENOL.......c.viviiviietiieiietiietesteet ettt et e etesaeseebessesesseseesessesesseseesessesessesens $50.00
ALYSSA FTEUAR ...ttt $50.00
John Rallis....... ...$50.00
TelerMedia...... ...$50.00
Anya Freude...... ...$48.51
Matthew Hobbs . .$20.00
Cheryl Wilson....... ..$19.11
ShAayNe Hill-ZECK .....c.oiveieiiiiiieieiieee e $19.11
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Goal:
$700,000

Vatra
Generations

GENERATIILE VETREI
ﬁ\' '

&
EET 2} o romssan oo st Arria
Saat Ena O o e s

$582,710.94
Collected as of
September 30,
2023

K04 K04 204

2 PNY PR ROY 9|

Renovations to the Main Residence at Vatra
Romaéaneasca continue! Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to the VATRA GENERATIONS Project!

BE
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