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2024 Episcopate Congress 

The 92nd Annual Congress of The Romanian Orthodox 

Episcopate of America is scheduled for September 5-7, 

2024, in Dearborn Heights and Southfield (Detroit), MI, 

hosted by the Sts. Peter and Paul Parish and St. George 

Cathedral. 

Cel de-al 92-lea Congres anual al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Rom©ne din America este 

programat ´n perioada 5-7 Septembrie 2024, ´n Dearborn Heights Ἠi Southfield 

(Detroit), MI, gŁzduit de cŁtre Parohia Sf. Ap. Petru Ἠi Pavel Ἠi Catedrala Sf. Gheorghe. 
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 ĊnaltpreasfinἪitul PŁrinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a fost internat ´n spital pe 9 

Februarie 2024. Ċn urma investigaἪiilor medicale la care a fost supus, echipa 

medicalŁ a luat decizia efectuŁrii unei operaἪii pe cord deschis de bypass 

coronarian pe data de 15 februarie 2024. Prin harul lui Dumnezeu Ἠi 

rugŁciunile clerului, monahilor Ἠi credincioἨilor, operaἪia a decurs bine. 

Arhiepiscopul este ´n curs de reabilitare Ἠi este de aἨteptat sŁ-Ἠi revinŁ ´n 

urmŁtoarele c©teva luni. 

 Ċnainte de operaἪie, Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a cerut un concediu medical de 

la Preafericitul PŁrinte, Mitropolitul Tihon. Sf©ntul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe 

´n America a aprobat cererea de concediu medical a ĊnaltpreasfinἪiei Sale, 

Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel. Drept urmare, Mitropolitul Tihon l-a numit pe 

PreasfinἪitul PŁrinte Episcop Andrei ca Administrator al Episcopiei Ortodoxe 

Rom©ne din America pe durata concediului medical al PŁrintelui nostru 

Arhiepiscop Nathaniel.  

 Ċn acest timp, p©nŁ la ´ntoarcerea ĊnaltpreasfinἪiei Sale din concediul medical, 

vŁ rugŁm sŁ adresaἪi toate solicitŁrile administrative Ἠi orice probleme care 

necesitŁ atenἪia ierarhului cŁtre Administratorul Episcopiei, PreasfinἪitul 

PŁrinte Episcop Andrei, la adresa de email: chancery@roea.org. Pentru 

comunicari confidenἪiale, puteἪi contacta direct pe PreasfinἪitul PŁrinte Episcop 

Andrei (andrei@roea.org / telefon direct birou: 517-885-3398).  

Comunicare despre Starea de SŁnŁtate 

a PŁrintelui Arhiepiscop Nathaniel 
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 Desigur, puteἪi trimite mesaje Ἠi urŁri de bine Arhiepiscopului nostru pe 

mŁsurŁ ce se recupereazŁ, dar la cererea medicilor sŁi, d©nsul nu trebuie 

´mpovŁrat cu chestiuni administrative ´n acest timp. 

 Prin urmare, ´ndemnŁm clerul, monahii Ἠi credincioἨii episcopiei noastre sŁ-l 

aibŁ pe ĊnaltpreasfinἪitul PŁrinte ´n rugŁciunile lor personale.  

 Fie ca Domnul nostru Iisus Hristos, Medicul sufletelor Ἠi al trupurilor 

noastre, sŁ reverse peste ĊnaltpreasfinἪia Sa harul SŁu cel plin de tŁmŁduire Ἠi 

de doctorie. 

Communication Regarding the Health 

of His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel 

 His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel was hospitalized on February 9, 2024. 
Following medical diagnostic testing, his medical team decided to perform 

open-heart coronary bypass surgery on February 15. By Godôs grace and the 

prayers of the clergy, monastics and faithful, the surgery went well. The 

Archbishop is undergoing rehabilitation and is expected to recuperate over the 

next few months. 

 Prior to the surgery, Archbishop Nathaniel requested a medical leave of 

absence from His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon. The Holy Synod of the 

Orthodox Church in America approved the request. Metropolitan Tikhon 

appointed His Grace, Bishop Andrei, to be Administrator of the Episcopate 

during the Archbishopôs leave of absence. During this time, until the 

Archbishop returns from his medical leave, we ask you to address all 

administrative requests and any issues requiring hierarchal attention to the 

Administrator of the Diocese, His Grace Bishop Andrei, at 

chancery@roea.org. If there are confidential matters, you may contact Bishop 

Andrei directly (andrei@roea.org / direct office phone: 517-885-3398).  

 Of course, you may send greetings and well wishes to the Archbishop as he 

is recovering, but at the request of his physicians, he should not burdened with 

administrative matters during this time. 

 We ask the clergy, monastics and faithful of our diocese to keep His 

Eminence in their personal prayers. 

 May our Lord Jesus Christ, the Physician of our souls and bodies, 

bestow healing grace upon His Eminence! 
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ĊnvŁἪŁturile SfinἪilor PŁrinἪi 

Iar dupŁ lepŁdarea iuἪimii Ἠi a poftei, cu drept cuv©nt vine, cum 

zice rugŁciunea, stŁp©nirea ĊmpŁrŁἪiei lui Dumnezeu Ἠi TatŁl, ´n cei ce 

se ´nvrednicesc sŁ spunŁ dupŁ desfacerea de acelea: Ăvie ĊmpŁraἪia 

Taò, adicŁ Duhul Sf©nt. ĂPeste cine, zice, mŁ voi odihni, dacŁ nu peste 

cel bun Ἠi smerit, care tremurŁ de cuvintele Mele?ò. De aici este vŁdit 

ca ĊmpŁrŁἪia lui Dumnezeu Ἠi TatŁl este a celor smeriἪi Ἠi bl©nzi. 

[...] ĂCi toate Ἠi ´ntru toate este Hristosò, care zugrŁveἨte ´n duh 

forma ´mpŁrŁἪiei fŁrŁ de ´nceput prin cele mai presus de fire Ἠi de lege. 

AceastŁ formŁ, precum s-a arŁtat mai ´nainte, e caracterizatŁ prin 

smerenia Ἠi bl©ndeἪea inimii, a cŁror unire desŁv©rἨeἨte pe omul zidit 

dupŁ Hristos. CŁci oricine e smerit este desigur Ἠi bl©nd, Ἠi oricine e 

bl©nd este desigur Ἠi smerit; smerit, ca unul ce se Ἠtie pe sine     

av©ndu-Ἠi existenἪa ca dar; bl©nd ca unul ce ´nἪelege ´ntrebuinἪarea ce 

trebuie sŁ o facŁ de puterile dŁruite lui dupŁ fire, fŁc©ndu-le sŁ 

slujeascŁ raἪiunii spre naἨterea virtuἪii Ἠi refuz©nd cu totul sŁ punŁ 

lucrarea lor la dispoziἪia simἪirii. 

De aceea el este cu mintea ´ntr-o ne´ntreruptŁ miἨcare spre 

Dumnezeu, iar cu simἪirea rŁm©ne nemiἨcat, nemaivr©nd sŁ simtŁ 

nicidecum nimic din cele ce supŁrŁ cu adevŁrat trupul Ἠi nelŁs©nd sŁ 

se ´ntipŁreascŁ ´n suflet nicio umbrŁ de ´ntristare, ca sŁ nu se clatine 

dispoziἪia pricinuitoare de bucurie din el. CŁci nu socoteἨte ca o lipsŁ 

de plŁcere durerea cea dupŁ simἪiri. FiindcŁ el cunoaἨte o singurŁ 

plŁcere: unirea sufletului cu Cuv©ntul, a cŁrei lipsŁ este un chin fŁrŁ 

de sf©rἨit, care se ´ntinde ´n chip firesc peste toate veacurile. De aceea, 

lŁs©nd trupul Ἠi toate ale trupului, se duce ´ntins spre convieἪuirea cu 

Dumnezeu, g©ndindu-se la singura pagubŁ pe care ar putea-o avea, 

chiar dacŁ ar stŁp©ni toate bunurile pŁm©ntului: nedob©ndirea 

aἨteptatei ´ndumnezeiri dupŁ har. SŁ ne curŁἪim deci pe noi ´nἨine de 

toatŁ ´ntinŁciunea trupului Ἠi a duhului, ca sŁ sfinἪim numele 

dumnezeiesc. Iar aceasta o facem sting©nd pofta, devenitŁ ´n chip 

necuviincios desfr©natŁ din pricina patimilor, Ἠi leg©nd iuἪimea, 

´nfuriatŁ ´n chip dezordonat de plŁceri, cu raἪiunea, ca sŁ primim 

ĊmpŁrŁἪia lui Dumnezeu Ἠi TatŁl, care vine la noi prin bl©ndeἪe. 

Sf©ntul Maxim MŁrturisitorul,  

ScurtŁ t©lcuire a rugŁciunii TatŁlui nostru cŁtre un iubitor de Hristos,  
Filocalia, II, BucureἨti 2005, 305-336. 
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Liturghia ï o TainŁ rostitŁ printr-un spectacol 

Diacon Nicolae Marinescu  

ï Iï 

 Liturghia e o tainŁ rostitŁ printr-un spectacol. Ea are structura dialogicŁ a 

unei piese de teatru, iar Sfinѿii PŁrinѿi au alcŁtuit-o ´n aѽa fel ´nc©t ea sŁ spunŁ 

ce are de spus. (Bartolomeu Anania - Rotonda Plopilor Aprinѽi) 

 Sf©nta Liturghie este, pentru creἨtinul ortodox, Taina tainelor, jertfa 

rŁscumpŁrŁtoare a M©ntuitorului Ἠi expresia supremŁ a credinἪei noastre ´n 

Ċnviere. 

 La Liturghia OrtodoxŁ participŁ toate simἪurile omului, prin lecturi, c©ntŁri, 

imagini, arome, coregrafii. Un loc de seamŁ ´l ocupŁ lecturile biblice vechi Ἠi 

nou-testamentare, mai ales, psalmii. 

 Liturghia este nu doar o aducere aminte de evenimente petrecute c©ndva, ´n 

istorie, ci o retrŁire a lor. Timpul prezent devine contemporan cu istoria. 

Hristos Se jertfeἨte ´ncŁ o datŁ, sub ochii noἨtri, cu fiecare Sf©ntŁ Liturghie. Iar 

aceasta pentru cŁ, ´n Liturghie, timpul se suspendŁ, iar noi devenim 

contemporani cu Hristos: ĂĊn Biserica slavei Tale st©nd, ´n cer ni se pare a fiò. 

 M©ntuitorul a instituit Euharistia prin Cina cea de TainŁ Ἠi ne-a poruncit ca 

Ăaceasta sŁ faceѿi ´ntru pomenirea Meaò (Luca 22, 19). Nu a dat Dumnezeu 

spre sŁv©rἨire slujba aceasta ´ngerilor, ci oamenilor. Spune o frumoasŁ 

rugŁciune, pe care preotul o rosteἨte ´n tainŁ la Liturghie: ĂMulѿumim Ѿie 

pentru Liturghia aceasta, pe care ai binevoit a o primi din m©inile noastre, 

deѽi stau ´naintea Ta mii de arhangheli ѽi zeci de mii de ´ngeriò.  

 Au existat mai multe liturghii de-a lungul timpului, dar ´n Biserica OrtodoxŁ 

s-au statornicit acestea trei: a Sf©ntului Ioan GurŁ de Aur, a Sf©ntului Vasile 

cel Mare Ἠi a Sf©ntului Grigorie Dialogul, numitŁ Ἠi a Darurilor Mai Ċnainte 

SfinἪite.  

 Primele douŁ sunt cele mai folosite ´n timpul anului bisericesc Ἠi sunt 

aproape identice ´n textele Ἠi c©ntŁrile lor. DiferŁ doar prin rugŁciunile rostite 

de preot ´n tainŁ. Ċn fapt, Liturghia Sf©ntului Ioan este o variantŁ prescurtatŁ a 

Liturghiei Sf©ntului Vasile. 

Proscomidia 

 Ċnainte de binecuv©ntarea pentru Liturghie, preotul sŁv©rἨeἨte Proscomidia, 

care constŁ ´n pregŁtirea Cinstitelor Daruri, ce vor deveni ulterior Euharistia, 

sau Sf©nta ĊmpŁrtŁἨanie. Proscomidia, care are loc de obicei ´n timpul Utreniei, 

este o r©nduialŁ prin care preotul aἨeazŁ, rostind rugŁciunile specifice, diverse 

pŁrticele din prescurile aduse la altar, pe Sf©ntul Disc, ce are forma unei mici 

tipsii cu picior.  

 Cea mai importantŁ dintre aceste pŁrticele se numeἨte Sf©ntul AgneἪ ( de la 

cuv©ntul latinesc agnus, care ´nseamnŁ Miel). El este decupat din prima 

prescurŁ, are o formŁ pŁtratŁ Ἠi are imprimate pe el simbolurile IS, HS, NI, 

KA, de la cuvintele greceἨti Iisus Hristos, Biruitorul. Acest agneἪ va deveni, 
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prin rugŁciunile Liturghiei, Trupul Domnului Iisus. Alte pŁrticele se aἨazŁ 

alŁturi de Sf©ntul AngeἪ: pentru Maica Domnului, pentru episcopul locului, 

cetele sfinἪilor, ale ´ngerilor, conducŁtorii ἪŁrii, precum Ἠi pentru cei vii Ἠi 

adormiἪi din pomelnicele aduse de credincioἨi la altar. 

 L©ngŁ Sf©ntul Disc se aflŁ Sf©ntul Potir, o cupŁ cu picior, de obicei din 

metal, ´n care se pune vin Ἠi puἪinŁ apŁ, simboliz©nd s©ngele Ἠi apa care au curs 

din coasta M©ntuitorului c©nd a fost ´mpuns cu suliἪa pe cruce. Acest vin se va 

transforma, prin rugŁciunile euharistice, ´n S©ngele Domnului. 

Binecuv©ntarea Ἠi Ectenia Mare 

 Sf©nta Liturghie ´ncepe la cuvintele preotului: ĂBinecuv©ntatŁ este ĊmpŁrŁѿia 

TatŁlui ѽi a Fiului ѽi a Sf©ntului Duh, acum ѽi pururea ѽi ´n vecii vecilorò. 

AceastŁ formulŁ poartŁ numele de Binecuv©ntarea Mare Ἠi se rosteἨte doar la 

slujbele Sfintelor Taine: Liturghia, Botezul, Maslul, Cununia. La celelalte 

slujbe (Utrenia, Vecernia, Agheasma, Ċnmorm©ntarea, etc.) se rosteἨte 

Binecuv©narea MicŁ: ĂBinecuv©ntat este Dumnezeul nostru, acum ѽi pururea 

ѽi ´n vecii vecilorò. 

 DupŁ binecuv©ntare, urmeazŁ o serie de cereri, numitŁ Ectenia Mare. Aceasta 

este rostitŁ de diacon, din mijlocul bisericii, sau, dacŁ nu este diacon, este 

rostitŁ de preot, din altar. La fiecare cerere, corul rŁspunde cu ĂDoamne 

miluieѽteò.  

 La ectenie se pun cereri pentru toate nevoile noastre sufleteἨti Ἠi trupeἨti. Ne 

rugŁm pentru pacea a toatŁ lumea, bunŁstarea Ἠi unirea bisericilor, pentru 

episcopul locului, pentru conducerea ἪŁrii Ἠi armatŁ, pentru vreme prielnicŁ, 

pentru cei ce cŁlŁtoresc, cei bolnavi sau ´n ´nchisori, pentru izbŁvirea de toatŁ 

m©nia, primejdia Ἠi nevoia. Ectenia se ´ncheie cu o rugŁciune cŁtre Maica 

Domnului Ἠi cu un ´ndemn de a ´nchina ´ntreaga noastrŁ viaἪŁ lui Dumnezeu. 

 Frumos Ἠi demn de luat aminte este ´ndemnul de la ´nceputul Ecteniei Mari: 

ĂCu pace, Domnului sŁ ne rugŁmò. ToatŁ rugŁciunea noastrŁ trebuie sŁ se 

facŁ ´n duhul pŁcii Ἠi pentru dob©ndirea pŁcii, at©t a pŁcii din noi, c©t Ἠi a pŁcii 

dintre noi.  

 Diaconul rosteἨte ectenia din mijlocul credincioἨilor, pentru a-i ´ndemna sŁ 

se roage ´mpreunŁ cu el, sŁ fie participanἪi activi la cererile ecteniei. Iar 

rugŁciunea multora are mare putere la Dumnezeu. 

Antifoanele I Ἠi II 

 Antifoanele sunt c©ntŁri interpretate la stranŁ/cor, dupŁ Ecteia Mare, ´n timp 

ce preotul, ´n altar, rosteἨte ´n tainŁ c©te o rugŁciune asociatŁ fiecŁrei c©ntŁri. 

Numele de antifon vine de la faptul cŁ aceste c©ntŁri se rosteau alternativ de 

strana st©ngŁ Ἠi cea dreaptŁ, cum se practicŁ Ἠi astŁzi ´n unele mŁnŁstiri mari 

sau catedrale, unde sunt suficienἪi c©ntŁreἪi pentru a forma douŁ grupuri.  

 Antifonul I este primul verset din Psalmul 102, aἨa cum ´l auzim duminica la 

Utrenie: ĂBinecuvinteazŁ, suflete al meu, pe Domnul ѽi toate cele din lŁuntrul 

meu, numele cel sf©nt al Lui. Binecuv©ntat eѽti, Doamneò. 
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 UrmeazŁ apoi o ectenie micŁ, adicŁ primele Ἠi ultimele douŁ cereri din 

Ectenia Mare (ĂIarŁ ѽi iarŁ, cu pace, Domnului sŁ ne rugŁmò, ĂApŁrŁ, 

m©ntuieѽte, miluieѽte...ò, ĂPe Preasf©nta, curata...ò, ĂPe noi ´nѽine ѽi unii pe 

alѿii...ò) 

 Antifonul al II-lea este o anunἪare a venirii M©ntuitorului Iisus Hristos pe 

pŁm©nt: ĂUnule NŁscut, Fiule ѽi Cuv©ntul lui Dumnezeu, Cel ce eѽti fŁrŁ de 

moarte ѽi ai binevoit, pentru m©ntuirea noastrŁ a Te ´ntrupa din Sf©nta 

NŁscŁtoare de Dumnezeu ѽi pururea Fecioara Maria...ò. Acest text are o mare 

importanἪŁ teologicŁ. El spune cŁ Hristos este Unul NŁscut, fŁrŁ de moarte, 

Fiu, iar nu creaἪie a lui Dumnezeu-TatŁl, precum Ἠi cŁ S-a ´ntrupat de la Duhul 

Sf©nt pentru m©ntuirea oamenilor. Mai spune cŁ ´ntruparea Lui a fost realŁ, nu 

aparentŁ, pentru cŁ S-a ´ntrupat de la Duhul Sf©nt Ἠi din Fecioara Maria,  fiind 

om deplin, la fel ca noi, ´n afarŁ de pŁcat: ĂCare neschimbat Te-ai ´ntrupat...ò. 

 Lu©nd trup omenesc, Hristos nu a ´ncetat a fi Fiu al lui Dumnezeu Ἠi 

persoanŁ a Sfintei Treimi: ĂUnul fiind din Sf©nta Treime, ´mpreunŁ mŁrit cu 

TatŁl ѽi cu Duhul Sf©nt.ò 

Antifonul al III-lea 

 Ċn timpul acestei a treia c©ntŁri, de obicei Fericirile sau ApŁrŁtoare, 

DoamnŁ, preotul citeἨte, ´n tainŁ, ´n altar, rugŁciunea asociatŁ antifonului al III

-lea, dupŁ care ia Evanghelia de pe Sf©nta MasŁ, o dŁ diaconului Ἠi ies 

´mpreunŁ pe uἨa din st©nga a altarului, p©nŁ ´n mijlocul bisericii. AceastŁ ieἨire 

poartŁ numele de Vohodul mic (´n limba slavonŁ, vohod ́ nseamnŁ ieѽire). 

Vohodul mic simbolizeazŁ ieἨirea M©ntuitorului la propovŁduire, la ´mplinirea 

v©rstei de 30 de ani, dupŁ botezul primit de la Sf©ntul Ioan ´n r©ul Iordan.  

 AjunἨi ´n mijlocul bisericii, slujitorii sŁrutŁ Sf©nta Evanghelie, iar diaconul,  

dupŁ ce face cei c©Ἢiva paἨi p©nŁ la uἨile ´mpŁrŁteἨti, o ´nalἪŁ ´n vŁzul 

poporului, zic©nd cu glas mare:ĂĊnѿelepciune, drepѿi !ò. DupŁ aceasta, toἪi 

slujitorii intrŁ, unul c©te unul, ´n altar. 

 AceastŁ ´nŁlἪare a sfintei cŁrἪi ´i cheamŁ pe credincioἨi sŁ ia aminte la 

lecturile Apostolului Ἠi Evangheliei ce vor urma. 

C©ntarea ĂSfinte Dumnezeuleò 

 NumitŁ Ἠi Imnul Trisaghion, sau ĂĊntreit Sf©ntò, c©ntarea aceasta este de o 

rarŁ frumuseἪe duhovniceascŁ, teologicŁ Ἠi, nu ´n ultimul r©nd, muzicalŁ. Se 

c©ntŁ rar, cu luare-aminte, pentru cŁ mŁrturiseἨte credinἪa noastrŁ ´ntr-Un 

Dumnezeu unic ´n fiinἪŁ, dar ´ntreit ´n persoane: ĂSfinte Dumnezeule, Sfinte 

Tare, Sfinte fŁrŁ de moarte, miluieѽte-ne pe noiò. Dogma Sfintei treimi este, 

pentru credincioἨii ortodocἨi, piatra de temelie a credinἪei. 

Apostolul Ἠi Evanghelia 

 DupŁ c©ntarea ´ntreitŁ, urmeazŁ citirea Apostolului de cŁtre c©ntŁreἪ. Cartea 

cu acest nume cuprinde scurte fragmente din Epistolele Sf©ntului Apostol 

Pavel, precum Ἠi din ale sfinἪilor Petru, Ioan, Iacov Ἠi Iuda. ĊmpŁrἪirea este 
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fŁcutŁ ´n aἨa fel ´nc©t, pentru fiecare zi (nu doar duminicŁ) din timpului anului, 

sŁ avem c©te un text dedicat. 

 C©nd anunἪŁ lectura, preotul cheamŁ la atenἪie: ĂSŁ luŁm aminte. Pace 

tuturor!ò. Ċn timp ce c©ntŁreἪul citeἨte, ´ntr-un stil uἨor muzical, textul 

apostolului zilei, preotul face cŁdirea micŁ, adicŁ doar a altarului Ἠi a naosului 

(partea dinspre altar a bisericii). AceastŁ cŁdire simbolizeazŁ mireasma 

Duhului Sf©nt ce se revarsŁ din sfintele scripturi peste ascultŁtori, prin lectura 

Apostolului. IeἨirea aceasta a preotului cu cŁdelniἪa se numeἨte CŁdire MicŁ, 

iar mai t©rziu, la Imnul Heruvimic, vom avea CŁdire Mare, c©nd preotul merge 

cu cŁdelniἪa p©nŁ ´n pronaos, adicŁ p©nŁ la intrarea ´n bisericŁ. 

 OdatŁ lectura Apostolului ´ncheiatŁ, preotul anunἪŁ citirea Evangheliei zilei 

prin cuvintele: ĂĊnѿelepciune, drepѿi, sŁ ascultŁm Sf©nta Evanghelie. Pace 

tuturor!ò.  

 Vedem din nou aceeaἨi chemare la pace, ca Ἠi la ectenie, ca Ἠi la Apostol Ἠi ´n 

alte momente. AceeaἨi pace pe care Domnul a dat-o Apostolilor Ἠi nouŁ de 

multe ori ´n Evanghelii: ĂPace vouŁ!ò, ĂPacea Mea o dau vouŁò. Pacea este 

un laitmotiv al Evangheliei Ἠi al Liturghiei. 

 La fel ca Ἠi Apostolul, Evanghelia, de obicei ´mbrŁcatŁ ´ntr-o ferecŁturŁ 

metalicŁ frumoasŁ, cuprinde c©te un fragment din cele patru Evanghelii ale 

Noului Testament (Matei, Marcu, Luca Ἠi Ioan), astfel ´nc©t avem c©te un 

fragment pentru fiecare zi a anului. 

 ἧi aici fac o parantezŁ: textele Apostolului Ἠi Evangheliei ce urmeazŁ a se citi 

´n fiecare duminicŁ sunt notate ´n calendarul ortodox ce se gŁseἨte ´n fiecare 

casŁ de credincios. Citind, astfel, fiecare pericopŁ apostolicŁ Ἠi evanghelicŁ aἨa 

cum sunt indicate ´n calendar, putem citi ´ntreg Noul Testament ´n exact un an 

de zile.  

 Lectura Evangheliei este un moment impresionant, care trebuie tratat cu toatŁ 

luarea-aminte, pentru cŁ sunt cuvintele lui Hristos ĊnsuἨi. Pericopa ce se citeἨte 

va servi mai t©rziu ca temŁ pentru predicŁ. Ċn unele biserici este chiar obiceiul 

ca predica sŁ se ἪinŁ imediat dupŁ Evanghelie, c©nd subiectul este proaspŁt ´n 

auz, ´nsŁ de obicei este lŁsatŁ la sf©rἨit, pentru a nu ´ntrerupe cumva ritmul 

slujbei. 

Ectenia ´ntreitŁ 

 Ċncepe de la cuvintele: ĂSŁ zicem toѿi din tot sufletul ѽi din tot cugetul nostru 

sŁ zicemò, rostite de diacon din mijlocul bisericii, sub policandru. Ca Ἠi la 

Ectenia Mare Ἠi cea micŁ, ´n acest moment se pun o serie de rugŁciuni pentru 

episcopul locului, stŁp©nirea civilŁ, slujitorii Bisericii, pentru milŁ, viaἪŁ, pace, 

sŁnŁtate, pentru cei ce aduc daruri sau c©ntŁ ´n bisericŁ. 

 Mai mult, ´n funcἪie de ´mprejurŁri, preotul poate adŁuga aici rugŁciuni 

potrivite momentului: pentru copiii care ´ncep Ἠcoala, pentru ploaie, pentru 

victimele unui rŁzboi recent, etc. La fiecare cerere, corul sau credincioἨii 
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rŁspund de trei ori ĂDoamne miluieѽteò, ca Ἠi cum ar stŁrui ´n rugŁciunile lor 

cŁtre Dumnezeu. 

 Nici cei rŁposaἪi nu sunt uitaἪi ´n rugŁciunile Liturghiei. IatŁ de ce, dupŁ 

ectenia ´ntreitŁ pentru vii, urmeazŁ una similarŁ pentru cei adormiἪi. Melodiile 

de la aceastŁ ectenie au o tonalitate minorŁ, care ´ndeamnŁ la sobrietate Ἠi 

reculegere. Ne rugŁm pentru Ăodihna adormiѿilor robilor lui Dumnezeu ѽi 

pentru ca sŁ li se ierte lor toatŁ greѽeala cea de voie ѽi cea fŁrŁ de voieò, 

precum Ἠi Ăca Domnul Dumnezeu sŁ aѽeze sufletele lor unde drepѿii se 

odihnescò.  

Ectenia celor chemaἪi 

 Ċncepe la cuvintele òRugaѿi-vŁ, cei chemaѿi, Domnuluiò. 

 AceastŁ ectenie este micŁ ´n aparenἪŁ, cu cereri scurte, dar are rŁdŁcini ad©nci 

´n istorie. Ea dateazŁ din primele secole creἨtine, c©nd nu toἪi cei prezenἪi la 

Liturghie erau Ἠi botezaἪi. AspiranἪii de atunci la botez, numiἪi catehumeni, 

adulἪi fiind, aveau voie sŁ participe doar la prima parte a Liturghiei, Ἠi anume 

p©nŁ la rostirea Crezului. Normele de atunci ale bisericii spuneau cŁ, cei 

nebotezaἪi, nu puteau mŁrturisi simbolul credinἪei Ἠi nu se puteau ´mpŁrtŁἨi.  

 Ectenia aceasta li se adresa lor (Rugaѿi-vŁ, cei chemaѿi, Domnului), dar Ἠi 

celor botezaἪi, pe care ´i ´ndemna sŁ se roage pentru candidaἪii la botez (ĂCei 

credincioѽi, pentru cei chemaѿi sŁ ne rugŁm, ca Domnul sŁ-i ´nveѿe cuv©ntul 

adevŁrului, sŁ le descopere Evanghelia dreptŁѿii, Ἠi celelalteò).  

 DupŁ aceastŁ ectenie, cei nebotezaἪi (catehumenii) erau invitaἪi sŁ pŁrŁseascŁ 

biserica, prin cuvintele: ĂCei chemaѿi, ieѽiѿi. C©ѿi sunteѿi chemaѿi, ieѽiѿiò. Ċn 

zilele noastre, ´nsŁ, pentru cŁ botezul ortodox se face din pruncie, cuvintele 

acestea nu ´Ἠi mai gŁsesc ´ntrebuinἪare, astfel cŁ, ´n multe biserici, ele nu se 

mai rostesc. Chiar dacŁ aici, pe continentul american, poate vin la bisericŁ Ἠi 

oameni ´ncŁ nebotezaἪi, ´ndrŁznesc sŁ spun cŁ vremurile s-au schimbat. Pur Ἠi 

simplu, nu ´i putem da afarŁ de la slujbŁ. Simpla lor prezenἪŁ este o mŁrturisire 

a credinἪei.  

 Am putea ´ntreba de ce mai rostim atunci ectenia celor chemaἪi? Pentru 

frumuseἪea ei, pe de o parte, dar Ἠi pentru cŁ, ´ntr-un sens duhovnicesc, cu toἪii 

suntem chemaἪi sŁ ne ´nnoim credinἪa ´n fiecare zi, sŁ ne ´nveἨm©ntŁm ´n 

fiecare zi ´n haine albe, sŁ trŁim emoἪia credinἪei ca ´n ziua botezului. 

 Aici se terminŁ prima parte a Sfintei Liturghii, numitŁ Liturghia 

catehumenilor Ἠi ´ncepe cea de-a doua parte, euharisticŁ, numitŁ Liturghia 

credincioἨilor.  

 DupŁ o scurtŁ ectenie micŁ, preotul rosteἨte: ĂCa sub stŁp©nirea Ta 

totdeauna fiind pŁziѿi, Ѿie slavŁ sŁ ´nŁlѿŁm, TatŁlui ѽi Fiului ѽi Sf©ntului Duh, 

acum ѽi pururea ѽi ´n vecii vecilorò.  

 Corul ´ncepe apoi sŁ c©nte rar Imnul Heruvimic, sau, simplu, Heruvicul: 

ĂNoi, care pe heruvimi cu tainŁ ´nchipuim ѽi fŁcŁtoarei de viaѿŁ Treimi sf©ntŁ 

c©ntare aducem, toatŁ grija cea lumeascŁ sŁ o lepŁdŁm.ò  
--- Continuarea ´n numŁrul viitor -- 
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Episcopate Benefactress 

Magdalena E. Predeteanu 

* 1928-2022 * 

 

 Magdalena ñMargieò nee Lupu 

Predeteanu was born on June 15, 

1928, in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

After a short time in America, her 

parents, like many others of that 

era, returned to Romania, 

naturally taking their daughter 

with them. At the age of 19, 

Margie returned to the U.S. In 

time, she earned a B.A. and M.A. 

from Wayne State University. 

She became a certified Travel 

Counselor pioneering in 

providing travel to Eastern 

Europe, specializing in travel for 

Senior Citizens. She was a licensed insurance and real estate 

agent. On May 20, 1966, in Paris, France, Margie married Dr. 

Constantin Predeteanu.  

 Mrs. Predeteanu was a strong Benefactress of the Episcopate. 

Although she had no offspring, she was interested in the youth of 

the Episcopate. In her will, Margie set aside funds for the 

A.R.O.Y. and also consideration for support of the summer 

camps. Her will indicates her concern for future generations to 

know their Orthodox Faith and Romanian history. 

 Furthermore, she appreciated the work of the women of the 

Episcopate and set aside funds for the A.R.F.O.R.A. 

 Mrs. Predeteanu was an avid Romanian history ñbuffò and 

appreciated that culture and its art forms. She bequeathed funds 

for the Episcopate Museum at the Chancery at Vatra and donated 

paintings, books and other Romanian artifacts.  

Magdalena E. Predeteanu 
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 Margie Predeteanu was a long-time member and supporter of St. 

George Cathedral, Southfield, Michigan. She was preceded in 

death by her husband Dr. Constantin Predeteanu, her beloved 

mother, Eugenia Lupu, and other family members. She fell asleep 

in the Lord on December 29, 2022, at age 94, and is buried in the 

Saint Mary Cemetery, Vatra, next to her husband and mother. 

 Magdalena Lupu Predeteanu remains an example of Supporter 

of the Episcopate, which remains grateful for her consideration 

and support. Memory Eternal! 

Romanian Christmas Caroling in Toronto 

By Diaconeasa Eliza Zamrii 

 Nestled among charming century-old 

buildings, Saint John the Compassionate 

Mission, along with the adjacent bakery 

and Saint Silouan the Athonite Chapel, is 

undoubtedly one of the most noteworthy 

locations on Broadview Avenue, one of 

the major thoroughfares in the metropolis 

of Toronto. Situated not far from historic 

buildings like the Broadview Hotel and 

John Coxôs Cottage, Saint Johnôs Mission 

has its own history and significance in the 

neighborhood and is a place where those 

seeking physical and spiritual 

nourishment, spiritual healing, or the 

restoration of dignity and self-respect, are 

welcomed daily.  

 Although familiar to some extent with the work of the mission, to which I 

have occasionally offered support available online, 2023 was the first year that 

I stepped over its threshold, having the opportunity to see the mission 

performing the work that perhaps best defines it: offering nourishment, warmth 

and support to those in need. On the morning of December 23, my husband 

(Deacon Cristian Alexandru Zamrii) and I walked into the dining hall of Saint 

John the Compassionate Mission with a group of twenty-five young carolers 
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(high school students and undergraduates) from Saint George Romanian 

Orthodox Church in Toronto (where the group was created more than a decade 

ago, with the blessing of the parish priest, Father Ioan Bunea), with the aim of 

presenting a short Christmas carol concert for the guests of the mission (for 

which we had previously collected food and clothing donations).  

 We received a warm welcome from Father Nicolaie Atitienei (pastor at the 

Chapel of Saint Silouan and spiritual advisor), Brother Luke (coordinator of 

the volunteers), and other volunteers and employees of the mission. In the cozy 

dining hall ï filled with guests warmed not only by the ovens of the adjacent 

bakery but especially by the warmth of the hearts gathered in it ï our group 

started singing beautiful carols from both the Anglo-Saxon and Romanian 

traditions. Thanks to the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America that 

provided us with beautiful translations of some of the Romanian carols, we had 

the joy of sharing the Christian message of the Birth of the Lord, so poetically 

and authentically expressed in our millennia-old spiritual traditions, beyond the 

borders of our community. At the end of our caroling (during which, in a 

moving display of unity in faith and beliefs, some of the guests joined their 

voices with ours), the hosts, according to unwritten but universal traditions, 

gave out, in their turn, sweet treats and dried fruits to the carolers along with 

warm smiles and thanks.  

 The visit to the Mission charged our group with a breath of energy at the 

beginning of our spiritual journey to bring the message of the Birth of Christ to 

the homes of many parishioners throughout the Toronto metropolis and its 
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suburbs.  Although our caroling would not take us, as in ages past, on dreary 

roads that we had to traverse on foot through endless snowdrifts, we were 

greeted in every home, as in previous years, with the greatest warmth and 

hospitality, both hosts and carolers expressing their gratitude. ñPraise Him long 

with our song,ò as a well-known Romanian carol goes.  By the grace of God, 

they had come to spend a new Christmas Eve together in peace, health and joy. 

 The journey heralding the Birth of the Savior ended at the English Orthodox 

Mission in Toronto (the Holy Myrrhbearers ï parish priest, Father Geoffrey 

Ready) at Trinity College Chapel at the University of Toronto, where, in a 

special atmosphere, amplified by the solemnity of late hour and the impressive 

Gothic architecture of the chapel with the backdrop of the Orthodox 

iconostasis and icons of unearthly beauty, our group sang its repertoire for the 

last time that day.  

 Our mission was not over until the next day, on Christmas Eve, when our 

group of carollers, with renewed Christian joy, brought to a close our local 

version of the millenary Christmas-heralding traditions by caroling after the 

service at our parish, Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church - Toronto. 

 

Christ the Child was born today,  

Saving Lord who lights our way,  

Praise Him long with our song, 

Joy to us belong! 
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From Parishes and Monasteries... 

The 51st annual March for Life in Washington DC  

(January 19, 2024). 

 Cel de-al 51-lea MarἨ pentru ViaἪŁ ´n Washington DC  

(19 Ianuarie, 2024). 

The ordination of Ilie G´scŁ into the Holy Diaconate at Protection of the Holy 

Virgin Monastery, Lake George, CO (February 2, 2024) 

Hirotonia ´ntru Diacon a teologului Ilie G´scŁ la M©nŁstirea AcoperŁm©ntul 

Maicii Domnului, Lake George, CO (2 Februarie, 2024) 



Solia The Herald  WINTER 2024 

16  PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA  

2
0
2
4
 
C
l
e
r
g
y
 

C
o
n
f
e
r
e
n
c
e
 

P
h
o
e
n
i
x
,
 
A
Z

 

 

C
o
n
f
e
r
i
n
Ἢ
a
 

P
r
e
o
Ἢ
e
a
s
c
Ł
 

 

2
0
2
4
 

P
h
o
e
n
i
x
,
 
A
Z

 



WINTER 2024  Solia The Herald  

 RUGAἩI-Vŀ ἧI LUCRAἩI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXŀ ĊN AMERICA DE NORD 17 

The installation of Rev. Fr. Ionut Radu as Parish Priest at The Falling 

Asleep of the Ever Virgin Mary Parish in Colleyville, TX (January 6-7, 2024) 

Instalarea Preacucernicului PŁrinte Ionut Radu ca preot paroh al Parohiei 

Adormirea Maicii Domnului din Colleyville, TX (6-7 Ianuarie, 2023) 

The 110th Anniversary and Patronal Feast Day at the Presentation of 

Our Lord Parish in Fairlawn, OH (February 3-4, 2024) 

Cea de-a 110-a aniversare Ἠi Hramul Bisericii Parohiei Ċnt©mpinarea 

Domnului, Fairlawn, OH (3-4 Februarie, 2024) 
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 When Elder Cleopa was asked, ñWhy does the Lord allow evil?ò he 

answered with the following story. 

 A long time ago in the Egyptian desert, there lived a hermit monk. 

Sometimes he would go to Alexandria to sell the baskets he wove. The hermit 

would give almost all the money he made on his baskets to the poor, leaving 

only enough to buy himself the bare necessities. 

 One day while walking to the city, he asked himself the question, ñWhy does 

the Lord allow evil in peopleôs lives if He is Good, Just, and Almighty?ò His 

mind was disturbed because he had seen so much unhappiness and sorrow 

when he was last in the city. 

 Along the road he met another monk who was also going to Alexandria. 

They talked with each other, and he told his new travelling companion about 

his anguish. Seeing that the hermit was troubled, the monk comforted him and 

told him that the Lord will reveal the truth to him when they arrive at the city, 

but he will have to pray ceaselessly and never ask questions, no matter what 

happens. 

 The hermit promised to do as the monk said, and they continued along their 

way. They stopped at one home to spend the night. The householders received 

them with love and generously fed them. On the table was a beautiful silver 

vessel. Before they left to go to sleep, the monk surreptitiously took that vessel 

and put it in his rucksack. The hermit wanted to reproach his companion, but 

he remembered his promise and said nothing. 

 In the morning they came to the river. The monk took out the vessel, made 

the sign of the cross over it, and put it into the river. 

 By lunchtime the travellers had arrived at another village. They were invited 

to one of the houses for a meal. When they were leaving the house, a dog was 

barking in the yard. The monk killed it. Immediately a boy ran out of the house 

and started screaming. The hermitôs travelling companion grabbed him by the 

right arm, yanked it and broke it, then calmly continued his way. The indignant 

hermit wanted to tell him what he thought, but remembering his promise he 

again kept silence. 

 When dusk fell, the monk and the hermit decided to spend the night in a 

ramshackle house, which turned out to be inhabited by some children. Their 

parents had died and they had no one to take care of them. The travellers spent 

the night there, but in the morning before leaving the monk took a firebrand 

out of the furnace and burned down the house. And again the hermit was 

indignant, but again he could say nothing. 

 They came to a third village. There they saw a ruined church, but it was still 

Why does God allow evil? 

Archimandrite Cleopa Ilie 
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possible to go into it and pray. The monk took up a stone and flung it through 

the church window, shattering it. Then he took his bemused brother to a tavern. 

When he entered, the monk made three prostrations. The hermit by now had 

resigned himself to his companionôs strange behavior and just prayed. 

 On the last night the travellers were invited to spend the night in a house on 

the edge of a wood. There lived a young couple who had no children. In the 

morning the couple set out to work in the field, and the travellers went on their 

way. But suddenly the monk returned and burned down that house as well. 

 Finally they arrived at Alexandria. The hermit could no longer wait to 

understand the essence of what had happened to them on the road. So he asked 

his companion, ñTell me after all, who are you?ò 

 ñI am an angel,ò the other replied. 

 ñYou! An angel?!ò the hermit scoffed disdainfully. ñYou are a real devil! 

Only a demon could do all those dreadful things youôve done. Those good 

people showed you hospitality and you repaid them all with black ingratitude. 

You were a thief, an arsonist, a murderer, and a sacrilegious desecrator. And 

you even wear monastic clothing!ò 

 ñYou are mistaken,ò the travelling companion answered. ñI really am an 

angel. And I was sent to you because the Lord saw your anguish and wanted to 

answer the questions that tormented you. I know that you want to know why I 

did all those things. I will start from the beginning. 

 ñWhy did I steal the vessel? Iôll answer you. Our hostôs grandfather stole it 

from one monastery church, and because of that sacrilege his family was 

punished for three generations with illnesses and other problems. As a sign of 

gratitude for their hospitality, I decided to deliver them from this punishment. I 

signed the vessel with the sign of the cross and put it into the river. Some 

monks will come there to wash their clothes, find it and return it to the 

monastery. 

 ñI knew that the dog was already rabid. It would have bitten its owners and 

that is why I killed it. And I broke their sonôs arm because I could foresee that 

when he grows up he would become a robber. But with a bad arm like that you 

canôt do much robbing. 

 ñWhy did I burn down the childrenôs house? Those children would soon have 

died without any care, and now in the place of their burned house theyôll find 

the silver their parents hid, and they can now go to Alexandria to their 

grandfather who is a bishopðheôll take care of them. When they grow up, the 

boys will become priests and the girls will marry. I know that you are puzzled 

as to why I threw the stone through the church window and made prostrations 

in the tavern. I saw that the demons were dancing at the church window and I 

chased them away with that stone. That church will soon be repaired. In the 

tavern was a wealthy merchant who had promised the priest that he would pay 
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the cost of repairing the church. That is why I bowed to him. And finally, 

about the last house. I burned it down in order to save the young couple from 

the curse of childlessness. The husband had made a dirty deal and built that 

house with the money he got from it. That is why they didnôt have any 

children. I saw that he is repenting of his deed and doesnôt know how to get rid 

of his house. Now he will build a more modest house but on honestly earned 

money. And the Lord will bless them with children.ò 

 Do you understand? Godôs mercy for people is shown in everything, but they 
donôt see it and canôt understand it. The Lord never commits evil. But people 
look at His works as misfortunes and sorrows, while the Lord does these things 

only for the sake of good and for their correction. Therefore do not look at the 
external side, but try to see Godôs all-encompassing justice in everything. 
 

www.orthochristian.com 

Ce este postul 
 

 C©nd un creἨtin ortodox e ´ntrebat ce este de fapt Postul, mulἪi, ignoranἪi, 

rŁspund: ĂEste c©nd m©ncŁm de postò. ἧi cam asta-i tot. 

 Oamenii nu Ἠtiu de fapt care este ´nἪelesul Postului. Unii chiar zic: ĂA, ´mi 

place c©nd vine Postul, cŁ aἨa am ocazia sŁ slŁbesc. Nu voi m©nca unele 

m©ncŁruri, Ἠi e o ocazie bunŁ de a slŁbiò. ἧi asta-i stupid. 

 Deoarece Postul nu este r©nduit ca o ocazie pentru oameni ca sŁ slŁbeascŁ. ἧi 

c©nd oamenii ´ncearcŁ asta, de obicei se ´ngraἨŁ. Deci nu asta-i ideea Postului. 

 Bine´nἪeles, ´n perioada Postului e Ἠi o abἪinere de la anumite alimente. Dar 

nu doar asta reprezintŁ Postul. Acesta este doar un aspect. 

 ἧi cum am zis mai ´nainte, diavolul chiar poate ajuta o persoanŁ sŁ posteascŁ. 

De ce? Pentru cŁ vrea ca acea persoanŁ sŁ cadŁ ´n m©ndrie: ĂIatŁ, Ἢin Postul.ò 

 C©nd facem ceva din m©ndrie, diavolul nu ne deranjeazŁ. Dar c©nd facem 

ceva din smerenie, atunci el atacŁ. 

 De multe ori c©nd cineva vine Ἠi-mi zice: ĂPŁrinte, postesc Ἠi mi se pare 

uἨorò devin foarte ´ngrijorat. Zic: ĂCeva nu-i bineò 

 Dar c©nd cineva vine Ἠi-mi zice: ĂĊncerc sŁ postesc, dar sunt ispitit, ´mi vine 

sŁ mŁn©nc, c©teodatŁ chiar cad, c©teodatŁ nu mŁ pot abἪineéò asta ´mi place 

mai mult, deoarece asta ´nseamnŁ cŁ acea persoanŁ ´ncearcŁ sŁ posteascŁ sincer 

Ἠi este atacat. 
 

Dincolo de postul alimentar 
 

 DacŁ ´nfr©narea alimentarŁ este doar o parte a Postului, ce este restul 

Ce e postul? Postim oare ´n mod corect? 

PŁrintele Kosma 
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Postului? 

 Unii vor zice: sunt alte slujbe, e adevŁrat, se fac mai multe metanii, e 

adevŁrat, preoἪii au alte culori ale veἨmintelor, mov sau negru, e adevŁrat, dar 

ce-ar mai fi ´n plus? 

 PŁi, sŁ citim ï vŁ voi citi fragmente din slujbele Postului Mare, mai ales din 

prima sŁptŁm©nŁ. Acestea sunt scrise de sfinἪi. 

 ἧtiu cŁ unii dintre voi ascultŁ slujbele ´n slavonŁ, sau greacŁ, sau s©rbŁ, dar 

de multe ori unii dintre voi nu sunt familiarizaἪi cu acel limbaj Ἠi pierdeἪi 

´nἪelesul exact. 

 Unul dintre imnele din prima sŁptŁm©nŁ a Postului Mare zice ï sfinἪii, cum 

ziceam, au scris aceste cuvinte: 

 ĂO, suflete ticŁlosò ï sfinἪii au scris ca Ἠi cum ar fi vorbit cu propriul suflet Ἠi 

c©nd noi citim, citim ca Ἠi c©nd am vorbi cu propriul nostru suflet. 

 ĂO, suflete ticŁlos, abἪine-te de la patimi Ἠi astfel te m©ntuieἨte, cŁci abἪinerea 

de la m©ncare nu e primitŁ ca post dacŁ nu ne ´ndreptŁm greἨelileò. 

 AbἪinerea de la m©ncŁruri, spun PŁrinἪii Bisericii, nu e suficient. Dar de 

asemenea trebuie sŁ ´ncercŁm sŁ ne corectŁm greἨelile. ἧi zice aici: ĂabἪine-te 

de la patimi Ἠi astfel te m©ntuieἨteò. 
 

Care sunt patimile 
 

 PŁi, care sunt patimile? SŁ mai citim una: 

 ĂSŁ Ἢinem un post adevŁrat ´naintea Domnului, sŁ ne abἪinem nu doar de la 

m©ncare, ci de la m©niere, de la minciunŁ, Ἠi de la toate celelalte patimiò. 

 Deci ei, PŁrinἪii Bisericii, menἪioneazŁ una dintre patimi: c©nd ne m©niem, 

fie cŁ ne m©niem ´nŁuntru Ἠi nu arŁtŁm ï e tot pŁcat ï fie ne m©niem Ἠi o Ἠi 

arŁtŁm ï e pŁcat. ἧi minἪireaé Ἠi de la celelalte patimi. 

 SŁ mai citim una: 

 ĂSuflete al meu, opreἨte-te de la patimile vŁtŁmŁtoare, de la invidie Ἠi de la 

urŁ Ἠi toatŁ rŁutateaò. 

 ἧi rŁutatea aici ´nseamnŁ c©nd ´i vrem cuiva rŁul, c©nd dorim sŁ i se ´nt©mple 

ceva rŁu, din invidie de exemplu ï nu ne place acea persoanŁ. 

 ἧi zicem ´n inima noastrŁ: ĂAἨ vrea sŁ pŁἪeascŁ un divorἪò, ĂMi-aἨ dori ca 

copiii lui sŁ nu reuἨeascŁ la ἨcoalŁò, ĂAἨ vrea sŁ piardŁ casa aia frumoasŁ a 

lorò, ĂMi-aἨ dori sŁ-Ἠi distrugŁ maἨinaò, ĂMi-aἨ dori sŁ moarŁò sau orice 

rŁutate ar avea ´n inima lui, toἪi ne potrivim cu textul acesta. 

 De ce l-au scris sfinἪii? Unii vor zice: l-au scris pentru noi. Nu, sfinἪii nu l-au 

scris pentru noi, ei au scris acestea pentru cŁ asta au trŁit ei ´nἨiἨi, ei au trecut 

de-adevŁratelea prin aceste patimi. ToἪi oamenii au de-a face cu aceste patimi. 

 Deci invidia, ura, m©nia, minciunaé 

 Deci, douŁ chestiuni am ´nvŁἪat p©nŁ acum despre Post: abἪinerea de la unele 

alimente; abἪinerea de la patimi, toate cele contrare poruncilor lui Dumnezeu. 
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Al treilea scop pentru care Ἢinem postul 
 

 SŁ mai citim ca sŁ aflŁm ce-ar mai fi: 

 ĂUn post curat ´nseamnŁ oprirea de la pŁcat, respingerea patimilor, dragostea 

pentru Dumnezeu, atenἪia la rugŁciune, lacrimile de pocŁinἪŁ Ἠi fapte de 

milostenie pentru sŁraci.ò 

 Interesant! Acum a mai apŁrut un lucru. 

 Primele sunt: patimile, dragostea pentru Dumnezeu, acesta este un alt motiv 

pentru care SfinἪii PŁrinἪi ne-au lŁsat Postul, sŁ ne ajute a ne apropia de 

Dumnezeu, sŁ ne ajute sŁ ne rugŁm mai mult, sŁ obἪinem lacrimi de pocŁinἪŁ, 

cŁci ce rost are postirea dacŁ nu avem pocŁinἪŁ? 

 Ἡinem postul Ἠi pentru a ne pocŁi Ἠi a face milostenie. 

 Dar mai e un lucru care a apŁrut la finalul textului: ĂFapte de milostenie 

pentru sŁraciò. 

 VŁ mai citesc ´ncŁ una: 

 ĂĊn aceastŁ perioadŁ a pocŁinἪei.ò 

 Cu alte cuvinte, acest Ăpostò ï Ăpostò ́nseamnŁ pocŁinἪŁ, totul: ´nfr©narea, 

lupta ´mpotriva patimilor, tot ce facem are un singur scop: sŁ ne aducŁ la 

pocŁinἪŁ. 

 C©nd suntem distraἨi cu TV, internet, cu copiii, alergŁtura, baniié MulἪi 

dintre voi nu fac aceste lucruri ´ntr-o oarecare mŁsurŁ, mai puἪin dacŁ sunt rele, 

sunt multe distracἪii, iar omul nu se poate pocŁi. Deoarece pentru a ne pocŁi 

trebuie sŁ ne concentrŁm atenἪia. 
 

Distragerile care distrug 
 

 Precum o femeie mŁritatŁ, de exemplu, care se pl©nge Ἠi zice: ĂSoἪul meu   

nu-Ἠi concentreazŁ atenἪia asupra mea, simt cŁ mintea lui nu e deloc la mine, 

nu se g©ndeἨte la mine, nu simte nimic ´n legŁturŁ cu mineéò 

 De ce? Pentru cŁ soἪul e ocupat cu munca sau ceva asemŁnŁtoré 

 ἧi la fel cu bŁrbaἪii care se pl©ng Ἠi zic: ĂSoἪia mea nu simte nimic deoarece e 

prea ocupatŁ cu alte lucruriéò 

 Distrageri, distrageri, distragerié 

 Deci cu asta se ocupŁ Postul: atenἪie mai mare, concentrare, prin ´nfr©nare, 

rugŁciune, lupta cu patimile pentru a ne aduce la un singur scop: pocŁinἪa. 

 ἧi de ce? FiindcŁ fŁrŁ pocŁinἪŁ nu este m©ntuire. 

 Care au fost primele cuvinte pe care le-a rostit Hristos? ĂPocŁiἪi-vŁ!ò 

 Care au fost ultimele cuvinte rostite de El pe Cruce? ĂIartŁ!ò 

 Noi oamenii, fiecare, nu putem obἪine ĊmpŁrŁἪia Cerurilor, nu putem fi 

salvaἪi dacŁ nu avem pocŁinἪŁ. ἧi acesta e scopul Postului. 
 

www.chilieathonita.ro 
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Convocation 

76
th
 A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress 

June 7-9, 2024 

Hosted by: Presentation of Our Lord Orthodox Church 
3365 Ridgewood Road, Fairlawn, Ohio 44333 

 

Karen Pascu, Chairman, Diane Kisbac, Co-Chairman                                                            
   Parish Priest: V. Rev. Father Ian Pac-Urar 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

In conformity with Article II, Section 2 of the By-Laws, we 
hereby convoke the 76th National A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress to 
be held on June 7-9, 2024, at Presentation of Our Lord 

Orthodox Church, 3365 Ridgewood Road,  
Fairlawn, Ohio 44333, Tel: 330-666-8054 

 

Diocesan Hierarch: The Most Reverend Archbishop 
NATHANIEL (Popp) 

 

ARFORA National President: Lucy Pop                           
ARFORA National Secretary: Adela Price 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Friday June 7, 2024 

  4:00 pmð7:00 pm  Early Registration & Reception at       
               Presentation of Our Lord Church 
  5:00 pm         Executive Board Meeting 
 

Saturday June 8, 2024 

  8:00 am          Delegate Registration and Breakfast 
  9:30 am         Congress Session I 
12:00 pm         Lunch  
  1:30 pm         Congress Session II 
  5:00 pm          Parastas & Great Vespers  
  6:30 pm         Congress Photograph 
  7:00 pm         Dinner Event 
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Sunday June 9, 2024  

  9:00 am        Matins 
  9:45 am         Vesting of Hierarch 
10:00 am        Hierarchal Liturgy 
12:30 pm        Congress Banquet & Farewell  
 
Hotel Accommodations 

Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott Akron/Fairlawn,  

208 Springside Drive, Akron, Ohio 44333. Marriott.com/cakam. 

Telephone: 330-665-0641.  

Reserve by May 23, 2024. (Mention ARFORA Congress Ladies 

Group) 

All information and some application forms may be accessed via the internet 

at: https://www.roea.org/scholarships 

 THE FLORENCE HELEN SIRB SCHOLARSHIP  

FOR PRIEST AND DEACON WIVES AND FEMALE MONASTICS 

 The Florence Helen Sirb Scholarship has a $100,000 trust from which an 

annual scholarship of $5,000 may be awarded to wives of priests and deacons, 

and women monastics under the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Church in 

America. Preference will be given to applicants of the Romanian Orthodox 

Episcopate of America (ROEA). This amount may be awarded to one woman 

or divided among several women. DEADLINE: May 31, 2024. More 

information and scholarship application requirements are available at: https://

roea.org/florencehelensirbscholarship. 

A.R.F.O.R.A. SCHOLARSHIPS 

 A.R.F.O.R.A./MARTHA GAVRILA SCHOLARSHIP FOR WOMEN 

 The A.R.F.O.R.A./Martha Gavrila Scholarship for Women is offered to 

women in post-graduate studies.  It was established in memory of Mrs. Martha 

Gavrila, long-time president of A.R.F.O.R.A. who worked tirelessly for the 

Episcopate and Vatra Rom©neascŁ. The first scholarship was awarded at the 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE THROUGH  

THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE (ROEA) 
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1985 A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress held at St. Mary Church in Chicago, Illinois.  

The sum of $1,000.00 may be awarded annually to a selected student. 

DEADLINE: MAY 10, 2024. Go to https://www.roea.org/arforamarthagavrila 

to download the Application Form & Requirements. 

 A.R.F.O.R.A. UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP FOR WOMEN 

 The A.R.F.O.R.A. Undergraduate Scholarship for Women was offered for 

the first time in 1994.  A scholarship of $1,000.00 may be awarded annually to 

selected students who have successfully completed their first year of an 

undergraduate program.  DEADLINE: MAY 10, 2024. Go to https://

www.roea.org/arforaundergraduate to download the Application Form & 

Requirements. 

 A.R.F.O.R.A. HELEN MUNTEAN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 

 FOR WOMEN 

 The A.R.F.O.R.A. Helen Muntean Education Scholarship for Women is a 

scholarship of $1,000.00 that may be awarded annually to women who are 

working toward a career in teaching. DEADLINE: MAY 10, 2024. Go to 

https://www.roea.org/arforahelenmuntean to download the Application Form 

& Requirements. 

WM. R. STANITZ / AROY SCHOLARSHIP 

 In August of 1971, the Constantin J. Stanitz family of Chicago established a 

Scholarship Fund in memory of their son, William Robert Stanitz, who met a 

tragic death in California.  Two undergraduate scholarships of $1,000 each 

may be awarded annually.  The applicant must be an active AROY member, a 

graduate of high school or a college student, or one who intends to enroll in a 

school or college of university level.  DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2024. Go to 

https://www.roea.org/williamrstanitzaroy for application requirements. 

DUMITRU GOLEA GOLDY-GEMU SCHOLARSHIP 

 Offers two undergraduate scholarships of $1,500 each, which may be 

awarded annually to undergraduate students of Romanian origin according to 

the established requirements and rules.  The applicant must have completed 

high school or already be enrolled in college.  DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2024. 

Go to https://www.roea.org/dumitrugoleagoldygemu for requirements and 

application forms.  

THE PAMFIL AND MARIA BUJEA FAMILY  

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN SEMINARIAN SCHOLARSHIP 

 The Pamfil and Maria Bujea Seminarian Scholarship is a scholarship given 

once only to a male or female Canadian or American Orthodox Christian 

citizen studying with the intention of serving, for a given period of time, the 

Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America in Canada. The time to be served 

is at the discretion of the ruling hierarch. The number of scholarships awarded 
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to qualified students is determined by the committee.  The scholarship is given 

directly to the School of Theology at the beginning of the recipientôs second 

year of continued theological studies. To be considered for the Autumn-

Winter Term, a fully completed application must be postmarked on or 

before MAY 31, 2024. Applicants may obtain requirements from https://

www.roea.org/bujeamemorial. 

VICTOR POP SCHOLARSHIP 

 The Victor Pop Scholarship was established in memory of the late Victor 

Pop by his family to honor his legacy of hard work and perseverance in life 

which resulted in great achievements. The goal of the scholarship is to assist 

college students who are committed in their academic pursuits to complete 

their studies. It is specifically geared towards Junior and Senior standing 

college students or graduate students, who show their commitment and 

desire to complete their studies. The Victor Pop Scholarship shall be awarded 

annually to one person in the amount of US $1,000.00. For Scholarship 

Requirements and Application, visit https://www.roea.org/

victorpopscholarship. DEADLINE: JULY 1, 2024. 

PASTORAL CHANGES 

ORDINATIONS 

CRETU, Deacon Andrei Vladut, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI into the Holy 
Priesthood on August 27, 2023, at Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal QC, and attached to St. 
Nicholas Parish, Montreal QC. 
 

GISCA, Ilie, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI into the Holy Diaconate on February 2, 
2024, at Protection of the Mother of God Monastery, Lake George CO, and assigned deacon of St. 
Dimitrie the New Parish, Frederick, CO.. 
 

ICKES, Spyridon, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI into the Holy Diaconate on July 

2, 2023, at Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Dearborn Heights, MI, and was attached to Three Hierarchs 

Chapel at St. Vladimirôs Orthodox Theological Seminary, Yonkers, NY. 
 

ICKES, Deacon Spyridon, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI on behalf of His 
Beatitude, Metropolitan TIKHON into the Holy Priesthood on October 8, 2023, at Three Hierarchs 
Chapel, Yonkers NY, at St. Vladimirôs Orthodox Theological Seminary. He is attached to Three 
Hierarchs Chapel. 
 

ION, Deacon Bogdan Petru, was ordained by His Grace, Bishop ANDREI into the Holy 
Priesthood on August 26, 2023, at Annunciation Cathedral, Montreal QC, and attached to Holy 
Brancoveanu Martyrs Parish, Lachine QC. 
 

ASSIGNED / ATTACHED / RECEIVED / RELEASED 
 

ALEXE, Rev. Fr. Gabriel C., was released from his duties as Parish Priest of St. Nicholas Parish, 
Montreal QC, and assigned Parish Priest of St. Polycarp Parish, Naples FL, effective September 1, 
2023. 
 

BUZATELU, Rev. Fr. Marius Gigi, was released from his duties as Parish Priest of Sts. Michael 
& Gabriel Parish, Apopka FL, and transferred to the Diocese of the South (OCA), effective May 
18, 2023. 
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CAUTIS, Rev. Fr. George, was released from his duties at Annunciation Parish, Walker MI, and 
was assigned Parish Priest of St. George Cathedral, Southfield MI, effective December 15, 2023. 
 

CIUI, Rev. Fr. Radu, who was Temporary Administrator of St. Nicholas Parish, Troy MI, was 
assigned Parish Priest of St. Nicholas Parish, Troy MI, effective September 1, 2023. 
 

MIHALACHE, Rev. Fr. Marin, was attached to Holy Nativity Parish, Chicago IL, effective 
January 4, 2024. 
 

MUNTEAN, Protopresbyter Vasile, who is retired, was attached to Descent of the Holy Spirit 
Parish, Oregon City OR, effective November 1, 2023. 
 

POPA, V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Liviu, was released from his duties as Parish Priest of St. Mary 
Parish, Colleyville TX, effective August 15, 2023. 
 

RADU, Rev. Fr. Gheorghe Daniel, who was attached to St. Mary Hierarchal Chapel, Jackson MI, 
was assigned Parish Priest of Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Merrillville IN, effective 
December 1, 2023. 
 

RADU, V. Rev. Dr. Ionut, was received from the Romanian Orthodox Diocese Italy and the 

Romanian Patriarchate by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon of the Orthodox Church in America 

and subsequently transferred to the Romanian Episcopate effective December 5, 2023. He was 

assigned Parish Priest of St. Mary Parish, Colleyville TX, effective January 7, 2024. 
 

SCHMIDT, V. Rev. Fr. John, who is retired, was attached to Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, 

Merrillville IN, effective October 10, 2023. 

SUSPENSIONS 
 

LYSAK, Hieromonk Vladimir, was suspended from all priestly functions, effective September 

22, 2023. The suspension was lifted on December 15, 2023. 
 

SUCIU, V. Rev. Fr. Virgil, was suspended from all priestly functions, effective September 12, 
2023. 

AWARDS 
 

During the 2023 Spring Session of the Holy Synod, the following clergy received the Synodal 
Award of Archpriest: Reverend Fathers Horatiu Cristian Balanean and Ioan Bogdan. 
 

DEATHS 
 

CLARK, V. Rev. Fr. William, who was retired, fell asleep in the Lord on November 14, 2023. 
 

LUPU, V. Rev. Fr. Michael, who was retired, fell asleep in the Lord on December 5, 2023. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 

M/M Michael Glodich, Cleveland, OH ........................................................................ $200.00 

Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI ..................................................................................... $100.00 

Silvia Costea, Northville, MI ........................................................................................ $100.00 

M/M Andre Gib, Mesa, AZ ........................................................................................... $100.00 

M/M Victor Dinu, Skokie, IL ....................................................................................... $100.00 

Daniel Miclau, Naples, FL ............................................................................................ $100.00 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 
 

Archbishop Nathaniel Popp, Grass Lake, MI .......................................................... $15,000.00 

(Legal Fees Fund) 
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St Mary, Dallas, TX ................................................................................................... $4,000.00 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO ......................................................................................... $2,000.00 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

St Andrew, Potomac, MD .......................................................................................... $1,500.00 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

St Mary, Portland, OR ................................................................................................ $1,500.00 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

St Stephen, Pinellas Park, FL ..................................................................................... $1,500.00 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

Holy Trinity, Vancouver, BC ..................................................................................... $1,428.80 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

V Rev Fr Liviu Alexandrescu, Montreal, QC ............................................................ $1,071.60 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

St John the Evangelist, Vaughn, ON ............................................................................ $711.70 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ............................................................................................ $500.00 

(Hierarchôs Travel) 

Stefan & Elena Mitranca, Lewisville, TX .................................................................... $200.00 

(Christmas) 

Justin Stoian, Fort Worth, TX ....................................................................................... $200.00 

(Christmas) 

Rodica Diaconescu, Philadelphia, PA .......................................................................... $100.00 

(Camp Vatra) 

Costache & Aurica Digeratu, Philadelphia, PA............................................................ $100.00 

Valentin D Hurgoi, Naples, FL ..................................................................................... $100.00 

Madelena Ilcus, Palm Beach Gardens, FL .................................................................... $100.00 

(Christmas) 

National A.R.F.O.R.A. .................................................................................................. $100.00 

(Bishop Andrei) 

M/M Calin Nema, Naples, FL....................................................................................... $100.00 

(Special Intentions) 

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........................................................................................... $100.00 

(FHO Valerie Nelson) 

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........................................................................................... $100.00 

(FHO Nasa Mary Jane Calin) 

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........................................................................................... $100.00 

(FHO Kougias Family) 

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........................................................................................... $100.00 

(FHO Archbishop Nathaniel & Bishop Andrei) 

Lucian Pop, Farmington Hills, MI .................................................................................. $50.00 

M/M Nicholas Burz, Royal Oak, MI .............................................................................. $50.00 

M/M Leonard Jones, Philadelphia, PA ........................................................................... $50.00 

(Christmas) 

Susan Taylor, Winthrop, MA .......................................................................................... $25.00 

Jim Chornawka Family, Yorkton, SK............................................................................. $20.00 
 

MEMORIAM 
 

Flora DeMintich, Mississauga, ON............................................................................... $500.00 

(IMO John & Mary DeMintich) 
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Doina & Alexis Vircol, Wilmette, IL ........................................................................... $200.00 

(IMO Zamfira & Vasile Posteuca) 

Emilia Barbu, Oakland, MI ........................................................................................... $100.00 

(IMO Deceased Family Members) 

Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL ........................................................................................... $100.00 

(IMO Sandra Cotosman) 

Valerie Nelson, Chicago, IL .......................................................................................... $100.00 

(IMO Sandra Cotosman) 

Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA ....................................................................................... $50.00 

(IMO Husband George Radu) 

Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA ....................................................................................... $50.00 

(IMO V Rev Fr Leonte Copacia Jr)  
 

2024 EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT 
 

St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH .......................................................................... $26,945.00 

Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI ......................................................................... $24,395.00 

St John the Baptist, Kitchener, ON .......................................................................... $23,375.00 

Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL ..................................................................................... $20,060.00 

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI ................................................................... $17,170.00 

St Andrew, Potomac, MD ........................................................................................ $16,600.00 

St Dimitrie, Easton, CT ............................................................................................ $16,065.00 

St Mary, Falls Church, VA....................................................................................... $15,980.00 

Three Hierarchs, Mountlake Terrace, WA .............................................................. $13,940.00 

Sts Constantine & Helen, Lilburn, GA .................................................................... $13,175.00 

St Nicholas, Troy, MI ............................................................................................... $12,665.00 

St Dumitru, New York, NY ..................................................................................... $10,370.00 

Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN .............................................................. $10,115.00 

Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL ....................................................................................... $10,000.00 

St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI ......................................................................... $9,265.00 

St Mary, Colleyville, TX ............................................................................................ $8,500.00 

Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA ...................................................................................... $7,990.00 

St Athanasius, Aurora, IL ........................................................................................... $7,820.00 

St Mary, St Paul, MN ................................................................................................. $7,735.00 

Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL ......................................................................................... $7,310.00 

St John, Glendale, AZ ................................................................................................ $7,225.00 

St Mary, Anaheim, CA ............................................................................................... $7,055.00 

St Mary, Elmhurst, NY .............................................................................................. $7,055.00 

St Dimitrie, Frederick, CO ......................................................................................... $6,800.00 

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA .............................................................. $6,460.00 

St Parascheva, Lachute, QC ....................................................................................... $6,290.00 

St Elias, Anjou, QC .................................................................................................... $6,205.00 

St Mary, Calgary, AB ................................................................................................. $6,205.00 

St John the Baptist, Woonsocket, RI ......................................................................... $6,035.00 

St Mary, Portland, OR ................................................................................................ $6,035.00 

St George, Canton, OH............................................................................................... $5,950.00 

Holy Trinity, New Westminster, BC ......................................................................... $5,695.00 

St George, Winnipeg, MB .......................................................................................... $5,525.00 

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Oregon City, OR ............................................................ $5,440.00 

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY ............................................................. $4,845.00 

Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA ........................................................................................ $4,760.00 

Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY ............................................................. $4,675.00 
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St Mary Magdala, Houston, TX ................................................................................. $4,590.00 

St John of Wallachia, Ridgewood, NJ ....................................................................... $4,505.00 

St Polycarp, Naples, FL .............................................................................................. $4,420.00 

St Thomas, St Louis, MO ........................................................................................... $4,250.00 

Holy Cross, San Jose, CA .......................................................................................... $3,825.00 

Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH ................................................................................. $3,655.00 

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN ............................................................... $3,570.00 

Holy Transfiguration, Manchester, CT ...................................................................... $3,485.00 

St Pantelimon, Saint Eustache, QC ............................................................................ $3,380.00 

St John of Suceava, Manchester, NH ......................................................................... $2,805.00 

St Luke, Markham, ON .............................................................................................. $2,805.00 

St Nicholas, Alliance, OH .......................................................................................... $2,805.00 

Holy Cross, San Diego, CA ....................................................................................... $2,720.00 

St Nicholas, Regina, SK ............................................................................................. $2,650.00 

St Andrew, McKees Rocks, PA ................................................................................. $2,550.00 

St Elias, Schomberg, ON ............................................................................................ $2,465.00 

St Elias, Ellwood City, PA ......................................................................................... $2,465.00 

Sts Peter & Paul, Quebec City, QC ............................................................................ $2,465.00 

Holy Cross, Phoenix, AZ ........................................................................................... $2,210.00 

Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH ................................................................................ $2,125.00 

St Mary, Chelsea, MA ................................................................................................ $2,125.00 

Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ................................................................ $2,125.00 

St Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA ..................................................................... $2,040.00 

St Joseph of Moldova Mission, St Catherine, QC ..................................................... $1,860.00 

St Basil, Raleigh, NC ................................................................................................. $1,700.00 

St Varlaam Mission, River Glade, NB....................................................................... $1,560.00  

Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC .................................................................................. $1,000.00 

Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI (2023) ...................................................................... $880.00 
 

VATRA GENERATIONS 
 

St Mary, Elmhurst, NY .............................................................................................. $2,000.00 

St Anne, Pomona, CA ................................................................................................ $1,437.60 

Atty Michael Lawrence, Layton, UT ......................................................................... $1,210.00 

John & Lisa Habian, Medina, OH.............................................................................. $1,000.00 

(IMO David Gligor) 

St Stephen the Great, Pinellas Park, FL ..................................................................... $1,000.00 

Maria Timmons, Mississauga, ON ............................................................................ $1,000.00 

St Andrew, Pittsburgh, PA ............................................................................................ $575.00 

Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ...................................................................... $529.22 

Riad & Dianne Farah, Sammamish, WA ...................................................................... $500.00 

William B Monroe, Brooklyn, OH ............................................................................... $500.00 

Psa Lillian Lupu, Calgary, AB ...................................................................................... $482.06 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

Rev Fr & Psa Forin Lapustea, San Jose, CA ................................................................ $391.87 

Anonymous .................................................................................................................... $352.00 

Nicolae & Simona Herascu, Carmel, CA ..................................................................... $300.00 

Joan Puscas, Grosse Pointe Park, MI ............................................................................ $300.00 

Alexandru & Alina Boesteanu, Willow Grove, PA...................................................... $250.00 

M/M Andre Gib, Mesa, AZ ........................................................................................... $250.00 

Sts Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN ................................................................... $230.00 
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M/M John Opritza, Boardman, OH .............................................................................. $200.00 

(IMO David Gligor) 

Florence Westerfield, Commerce Twp, MI .................................................................. $200.00 

Alexandru & Maria Constantinescu, Calgary, AB ....................................................... $140.92 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

Carmen Rautu ................................................................................................................ $124.00 

Psa Nicole Mitescu, Pomona, CA ................................................................................. $100.00 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

Myke Jacobs .................................................................................................................. $100.00 

Grigore Marila, Des Plaines, IL .................................................................................... $100.00 

Mircea, Adriana & Christian Munte, Livonia, MI ....................................................... $100.00 

Nick Savliuk, Calgary, AB ............................................................................................ $100.00 

Sunita Patel, Dallas, TX .................................................................................................. $96.95 

(IMO David Gligor) 

Peter Lee, Huntingdon Valley, PA.................................................................................. $96.64 

George & Nadia Codrea, Calgary, AB ........................................................................... $70.46 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

Dennis & Anne Lipon, Turner Valley, AB ..................................................................... $70.46 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

Elena Croker, Fairlawn, NJ ............................................................................................. $50.50 

Bogdan Capatina-Rata ..................................................................................................... $50.00 

Richard C Grabowski, Jackson, MI ................................................................................ $50.00 

(IMO V Rev Fr Bill Clark) 

Richard C Grabowski, Jackson, MI ................................................................................ $50.00 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

M/M Michael Preda, Georgetown, TX ........................................................................... $50.00 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

Simeon Stefan, Ridgewood, NY ..................................................................................... $50.00 

Mirela Siminiceanu ......................................................................................................... $25.00 

M/M Ed Waterhouse, Akron, OH ................................................................................... $25.00 

Mihaela Bennett, Muncie, IN .......................................................................................... $20.00 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

Thrisia Pana, Regina, SK ................................................................................................ $20.00 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 

Anonymous ...................................................................................................................... $14.10 

(IMO V Rev Fr Michael Lupu) 
 

ALASKA DIOCESE APPEAL 
 

St Luke, Markham, ON ................................................................................................. $500.00 

St John, Ridgewood, NJ ................................................................................................ $306.00 
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Vatra  

Generations  

Appeal 

Goal: 

$700,000 

$609,862.92 

Collected as of 

February 29, 

2024 

The Vatra Generations Project continues! 

Thank you for your support! 


