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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE

January 2-3. Elmhurst, NY. St. Mary. Wake Service, Liturgy
and Funeral for V Rev Fr Casian Fetea. Funeral concelebrated with
Metropolitan Laurentiu (Streza), Archbishop Nicolae (ROAA), Bishop
Ioan Casian (ROAA) and Bishop Irineu.

January 5-6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Sat-
urday: Vigil for feast of Theophany. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy.

January 12. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Vigil.

January 13. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Bishop Irineu. Blessing of
Fr. Horatiu Balanean to be Confessor.

January 16. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery.

January 19. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Vigil.

January 20. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy.

January 26. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Vigil.

January 27. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service for Archbishop Valerian. Ban-
quet.

January 31. Ann Arbor, MI. Meeting with Metropolitan Nicho-
las of Detroit (Greek Archdiocese).

February 2. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy for feast of Presentation.

February 2-3. Fairlawn, OH. Presentation of Our Lord. Sat-
urday Evening: Great Vespers for the patronal feast. Sunday: Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy. Blessing of readers and Subdeacon George
Terhesh. Banquet.

February 10. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

February 13-14. Miramar, FL. Holy Trinity. Wake Service and
Funeral Service for Fr. Romulus Radu.

February 16-17. Miramar, FL. Holy Trinity. Saturday: Great
Vespers. Supper. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Anniversary
Banquet.

February 21-28. Bucharest, Romania. Saturday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for St. Polycarp feast day at Antim Monastery. Sun-
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy at Patriarchal Cathedral. Monday-
Wednesday: Dialogue sessions between the Joint Dialogue Com-
mission (ROEA) and Patriarchate representatives at the Patriarchal
Palace.

March 2. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy.

March 9. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy.

March 15-16. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Sat-
urday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

March 18. Detroit, MI. St. Andrew’s House. Orthodox-Catho-
lic Dialogue meeting. Ascension Monastery conference.

Cont. on page 14
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76™ EPISCOPATE CONGRESS 2008

Clergy Conference: July 3

Clergy of the Episcopate came together on Thursday,
July 3 for the pre-Congress Clergy Conference which
was held in the Valerian D. Trifa Heritage Center. After
the introduction of new clergy, the tropar for those
fallen asleep in Christ was sung for His Grace POLICARP,
Archbishop VALERIAN and for other members of the
clergy.

Among the topics discussed were: an invitation from
the Holy Ascension Monastery Community, Detroit, to
the ROEA clergy and parishes to purchase candles
manufactured by the monastery; the Annual Clergy
Conference and Retreat scheduled for November 3-7 in
Phoenix; concern about the over-frequency of the Maslu
service; the unacceptable practice of “electing” deacons
in place of lay delegates to the Congress. A Pastoral
Directive written by Archbishop VALERIAN concern-
ing the frequency of Confession (Romanian language)
was distributed. The OCA Guidelines for Clergy, trans-
lated into Romanian, was made available as was an
Introduction to Parliamentary Procedure as followed in
the ROEA. It was also brought up that priests may not
invite hierarchs or clergy to the parishes to which they
are assigned. Such invitations must come from a hier-
arch to a hierarch, and from a hierarch to a hierarch for
a priest.

The afternoon session was dedicated to discussion on
the “Proposal for the Establishment of a Romanian Or-
thodox Metropolitanate in North America.” V. Rev. L.
Lazar read the proposal and then explained each of the
twenty-points. Open discussion followed with input from
the clergy and the five members of the Joint Dialogue
Commission (JDC).

Episcopate Council Meeting: July 3

The Episcopate Council met Thursday evening in the
Heritage Center Auditorium. Present were: Archbishop
Nathaniel. Bishop Irineu, Clergy: Lazar, Grama, Berger,
Treff, Stafiuc and laity, Balan, Balanean, Cantor,
Carabina, Fatsy, Merchant, Thetford, Tipa, Young,
Vatamanu and “ex officio,” Price, Nemes. Miclau, Ungrin;
Legal Advisors Pac-Urar, Regule: Chancery Staff,
Oancea, Chestnut; DOM Mitescu; and JDC Clergy Rosco
and Pac-Urar.

The 2008 Congress Report, including the 2009 bud-
gets, was reviewed and passed. Inasmuch as the salaries
of Bishop Irineu and Hieromonk Sebastian had recently
been enacted, salary raises of 5% for Archbishop
Nathaniel, Chancellor Oancea and Assistant Treasurer
Chestnut retroactive to January were passed. Council
ratified the sale of the Parish Manse in Assiniboia, SK
and the purchase of a church facility by the St. Paraschiva
Mission, Phoenix, AZ.

Accreditation with the right to vote was passed for
Chancellor Archdeacon David Oancea. Other petitions
for accreditation, primarily from mission clergy, were
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heard and rejected. The By-laws give the Council the
authority to accredit clergy assigned in the ROEA, but
they do not state the basis on which petitions would be
accepted or denied. Further discussion was held without
resolution. The petitions of Sts. Michael and Gabriel
Mission, Orlando, St. Paraschiva Mission, Phoenix and
St. John the Evangelist Mission, Toronto to be recog-
nized as parishes were passed.

Lengthy discussion and debate on proposed recom-
mendations pertaining to the “The Proposal to Establish
a Romanian Orthodox Metropolitanate in North America”
was held. By midnight, inasmuch as there was no agree-
ment about the recommendation, further discussion was
postponed until the next morning when some council
members agreed to meet and review the minutes of the
Council meeting of May 31 at which discussion on the
Proposal had taken place.

Episcopate Congress Sessions: July 4

The Congress was opened with the Invocation to the
Holy Spirit by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel. It
was asked of the assembly if there was an objection to
the sessions being video-taped; none was raised. Having
been informed that 105 delegates were present, the chair
opened the session. The re-admittance by the Council of
the Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Ridgewood, NY
and the acceptance of Sts. Michael and Gabriel Mission,
Orlando, St. Paraschiva Mission, Phoenix and St. John
the Evangelist, Toronto to be recognized as parishes
was ratified. Delegates representing the new parishes
were welcomed. The first session was called to order at
11:00 a.m.

Special remembrance was held for Bishop Policarp,
Archbishop Valerian and hierarchs Archbishop Kyrill,
Archbishop Peter and Archbishop Gregory, and all clergy
and delegates. Letters from President Bush, Governor
Granholm and a letter from Archbishop Nathaniel to
Archbishop Nicolae were read. Approval was given for
the Agenda and Minutes of the 75th Congress. 115
Delegates were then present.

Archbishop Nathaniel gave his “Address to the Con-
gress” and then requested Episcopate Council Secretary
and Chair of the ROEA JDC, Fr Lazar, to read aloud
“The Proposal to Establish a Romanian Orthodox
Metropolitanate in North America.” Delegates had each
received a copy of the Proposal with its 20 points.
Father Lazar then explained each of the points.

Congress was adjourned for a Te Deum Service for
the American Independence Day and Canada Day fol-
lowed by lunch. The Second Session opened with 106
delegates present. Fr. Ian Pac-Urar, member of the JDC,
was asked to Chair the discussion on the Proposal. He
read each paragraph and then invited delegates to come
to the microphone to offer observations as they wished.
Delegates who wished to present written questions about

Cont. on page 4
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76th Congl‘ess Cont. from page 3

the Proposal were invited to place them in a receptacle
at the entrance of the church. There were questions and
observations on all 20 articles. Congress was adjourned
at 5:45 p.m.

In the evening of July 4, the Episcopate Council
meeting was held in the Chancery Great Conference
Room and in the Great Hall. Fr. Traian Stafiuc, council
member, made a presentation on a “Parish Accounting
Program.” Council then proceeded to work out its rec-
ommendation to Congress concerning the “Proposal”
which was passed (see Congress Sesssions).

Episcopate Congress Session: July 5

The Chair declared a quorum with 64 delegates ac-
counted for at 9:45 a.m. Father Pac-Urar read the writ-
ten questions and responses were given. Questions were
asked about Articles XV, I, X, VI with some repetitions.
At 10:30 a.m. there were 101 delegates present.

The Congress then turned to the Regular Agenda of
the Congress as given in “The Report to the 76" Con-
gress, 2008”. The Chair invited comments and ques-
tions. At the end of the morning session, most of the
Reports had been accepted and the Budgets approved
for 2009. Congress adjourned at 12:40 p.m. and re-
convened at 2:40 p.m. with 95 delegates present. The
remaining reports, External Affairs and the Joint Dia-
logue Commission, were given. 110 Delegates were
present.

The New Business was the recommendation from the
Episcopate Council: “Be it resolved that the Episcopate
Council recommends that the Congress acknowledges
the combined “Proposal to Establish a Romanian Or-
thodox Metropolitanate of North America” as an ac-
ceptable basis to continue the work of the JDC towards
a final proposal to be presented to the Romanian Ortho-
dox Church. Be it also resolved that the Episcopate
Council recommends to the Episcopate Congress, in
keeping with due diligence, that the Joint Dialogue
Commission’s efforts to establish the Metropolitanate
can continue, that the Archbishop as President of the
Congress establish special committees, namely, a “Con-
stitution and By-Law Committee,” “Jurisprudence Com-
mittee,” “Finance Committee,” and any other commit-
tees that may be necessary to create a unified Romanian
Orthodox Metropolitanate of North America. And be it
further resolved that said committees be established as
soon as possible, and that their work be reported to the
Episcopate Council so that a Special Episcopate Con-
gress may be convened.”

The vote on the recommendation was by roll-call and
written ballot. Each delegate was called forward to re-
ceive an official ballot form upon which he/she indi-
cated by vote for or against the Recommendation. The
motion passed.

A letter of good wishes to the Congress from Arch-
bishop Nicolae Condrea was read and then a second
letter stating that: “The Congress of the Archdiocese in
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its session this morning (5 July) took up the proposal
offered by the Joint Dialogue Commission ... the del-
egates decided to unanimously approve the document,
in principle, and to authorize the Joint Dialogue Com-
mission to continue its work ...” .

His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, sent a letter to
the Archdiocesan Assembly stating that: “... the del-
egates decided to acknowledge the combined ‘Proposal’
as an acceptable basis to continue the work of the JDC
towards a final proposal to be presented to the Roma-
nian Orthodox Church.”

A special guest, Mr. Radu Serban, great-nephew of
Bishop Policarp, gave a video and oral presentation in
Romanian and English on the bishop. His presentation
was acclaimed with applause. The Chair thanked the
Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish, Warren, Michigan,
for accepting to host the Congress; the Ladies Auxiliary
of Holy Nativity Parish, Chicago, IL, for hosting the
ARFORA Coffee Shop; and in anticipation, the “Vale-
rian D. Trifa Choir,” St. George Cathedral, Southfield,
Michigan, for responses at the Sunday Liturgy. Arch-
bishop Nathaniel thanked Council Secretary Lazar, the
Chancery Staff and His Grace Irinenu for their service
to the Episcopate.

In the evening, the “Doina” Romanian Folklore En-
semble of Canton, Ohio offered a program of dances
and vocal performances after which the audience danced
to the music of the “Transilvania” Orchestra of Cleve-
land, Ohio.

Sunday Liturgy: July 6
Clergy and faithful prayed together in the Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy celebrated by Archbishop Nathaniel, with
deans, and clergy with eight deacons assisting. Before
the Opening Blessing of the Liturgy, His Eminence
blessed as archpriests, Fathers Michael Lupu, Dean of
Western Canada, Ionel Cutritescu, Dean of Eastern
Canada, Vasile Barsan and Nicolae Stoleru. At the con-
clusion of the worship service, the Archbishop distrib-
uted Holy Chrism from the Orthodox Church in America
to the clergy who had requested it. The 76" Congress
closed with the traditional festive banquet. Thanks be to
God the weather for four days of the Congress was
beautiful, the Vattra campus was verdant and well-main-
tained, and the delegates and guests returned to their
homes under the blessings of God.
Participant

CLERGY CHANGES

BALESCU, V. Rev. Fr. Adrian is released from
his duties as Parish Priest of St. Anne Church, Jack-
sonville, Florida, effective August 31, 2008 and as-
signed as Parish Priest of Holy Trinity Church, Miramar,
Florida, effective September 1, 2008.

CURPENE, Rev. Fr. Gabriel is released from his
duties as Parish Priest of Holy Resurrection Church,

Cont. on page 11
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The 60™ National ARFORA Congress was held at
the Falling Asleep of the Ever-Virgin Mary Romanian
Orthodox Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio, on June 6-8,
2008. The weekend sessions began with the Executive
Board meeting on Friday afternoon, followed by a
festive reception in honor of the past Presidents. The
honorees were Anne Groza, Pauline Trutza, Psa. Mary
Ellen Rosco, Louise Gibb and Adela M. Price. A very
enjoyable evening of fellowship was had by all.

On Saturday, His Grace Bishop Irineu and Spiritual
Advisor Fr. Cosmin Antonescu opened the Session
with a prayer and addressed the Congress. The Aux-
iliaries represented were: “Falling Asleep of the Ever-
Virgin Mary Cathedral”, Cleveland, OH; “Holy Cross,”
Hermitage, PA; “Holy Trinity,” Youngstown, OH;
“Saint George,” Canton, OH; “Holy Nativity,” Chi-
cago, IL; *“Saint .

Mary,” Chicago, IL; & %
“Saint Nicholas,” Al-
liance, OH; “Falling
Asleep of the Ever-
Virgin Mary,” St.
Paul, MN; “Saint
George Cathedral,”
Southfield, MI;
“Saints Peter and
Paul,” Dearborn
Heights, MI; “Presen-
tation of our Lord,”
Fairlawn, OH; and
“Protection of the : 15

Holy Mother of God,” = S Smaiiu st
Falls Church, VA.
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Conference Delegates — 2008

ARFORA Executive Board 2007-2009

—

Forty-one delegates were in attendance.

ARFORA awarded four $1,000 scholarships in
addition to raising over $10,000 for renovations to the
ARFORA House. We continue to support the Monas-
teries, Seminarians, the Vatra Summer Camps, the
Preotese Retreat, the widowed Preotese and the Mis-
sion Fund. This year, we will also be supporting
Breast Cancer on the local level of each Auxiliary.
Our main focus remains on organizing new Auxilia-
ries. Fifty-eight packets were mailed to the new Mis-
sions and Parishes to familiarize them with our orga-
nization. The main speakers were Pauline Trutza,
who spoke on the past presidents of ARFORA, and
concluded with a tour of the Romanian Museum by
Fr. Remus Grama.

Cont. on page 7

-

-

PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 5



FORGIVING OURSELVES

Rev. Hieromonk Calinic (Berger)

The Apostles Peter and Judas were two men that
failed in life. They failed for different reasons: Peter
denied Christ, because his zeal and devotion to Christ
was not enough to overcome the mockery of the crowd,
even when it was expressed by the questioning of a
young teenage girl. Judas betrayed Christ, because he
felt he knew better than the other Apostles, he felt
superior to them; and, because he was the one who
had the money bag, he began to think that he ulti-
mately “ran the show.” Soon, he thought he knew
better than Jesus Himself.

not submit himself to the judgment of others, as a
sinner. Judas did not give himself the chance to ask
Christ’s forgiveness.

The examples of Peter and Judas are instructive for
each one of us. Forgiving ourselves is a difficult but
necessary step in the spiritual life. It is difficult, be-
cause it often involves an attitude that realizes that we
have not always lived up to our publically declared
ideals (“Even if all these deny you, I will never deny
you,” Mk 14:29-31) — even if we have declared these

ideals to no one but ourselves. It is

Whatever the motivations or at-
titudes that led to the betrayal of
their all-good and perfectly disin-
terested Friend, Jesus, both of these
chosen Apostles and confidants of
Christ, each endowed with the gift
of healing, betrayed Him in His most
desperate hour. Both of these men,
likewise, came to a realization of

@
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o necessary, because without the
i requisite  humility such an
ap acknowledgement and confession re-
,__2' quires, we cannot remove roadblocks
i :{E_‘ to our authentic personhood. In other
,'-*? e
AR words, we cannot become the per-
E sons we are meant to be when things
fHEs which are below the standard of the
OOH p:%, T Gospel remain hidden in our hearts

what they had done. They had failed.

But their reactions to the realization of their own
failures were vastly different. Peter realized what he
did and wept bitterly. Then Peter voluntarily defrocked
himself — he went back to fishing, known no longer as
“Peter” but again simply as “Simon, son of Jonah.”
Judas realized what he did, and returned the ransom
money to the temple priests. Then Judas committed
suicide.

Peter realized the gravity of what he did and re-
pented. He repented because he could forgive him-
self; he did not take himself so seriously as to think he
was without fault. The beginning of Peter’s apostleship
was based on the words, “Depart from me, O Lord, for
I am a sinful man” (Lk 5:8). Because of his humility,
Peter was eventually forgiven by Christ and again
became the leader of the Apostles.

Judas realized the gravity of what he did, but Judas
never gave himself the opportunity to repent. His fall
led to a public disgrace that his pride could neither
tolerate nor overcome. Judas was accustomed to being
in the position of judging others and their deeds, their
supposed lack of sophistication which did not meet his
standards, and to reverse this role would be intoler-
able. Judas therefore did not give himself the opportu-
nity to be forgiven by the others, nor by Christ. He did
not respect their forgiveness, and so he did not seek it.

The difference between Peter and Judas is simple:
Peter in humbleness of mind had mercy on himself.
He submitted himself to the judgment of Christ, as a
sinner. Jesus then forgave Peter. Judas in pride and
haughtiness could not have mercy on himself if this
involved having others look down on him. He could

6 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA

and lives.

Forgiving ourselves always involves a removal of
masks — the facade of ourselves that we often can
present to the world — and such a removal must take
place before others, specifically, before Christ and the
Church. Hence, we have the sacrament of Confession.
The example of Peter and Judas is very telling in this
respect, although the removal of their masks was a bit
more severe. Both Peter and Judas had the masks
ripped off them, in public, in full view of everyone —
and there was no one to blame for their unmasking but
themselves.

We might not make such a radical denial of Christ,
nor suffer such an unmasking, but all of us fall short
in many things, and at times these things can drag us
down into a depression, or make us run and hide from
God, and thus from our authentic selves as well. Quite
often, we cannot forgive ourselves. We have no prob-
lem having mercy on others, but we cannot have mercy
on ourselves. The Holy Fathers actually specify the
motivation on this inability to have mercy on our-
selves: pride. Authenticity always presupposes con-
fession and forgiveness, and these presuppose humil-
ity of mind, the opposite of pride.

Forgiving ourselves is a necessary step in the heal-
ing of our souls, because it is interwoven with an act
of humility that acknowledges weakness and even
sinfulness. Without wishing to be forgiven, we will
not be actually forgiven. If we just try to forget and
deny — a spiritual suicide — this does not allow the act
of repentance and forgiveness to take place. Only if
the act of repentance and forgiveness takes place can
Cont. on page 7
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AUGUST 28 — 31, 2008

hosted by
St George Cathedral Senior & Junior (Southfield, MI)
& Sts Peter & Paul (Dearborn Heights, MI)
A.R.O.Y. Chapters
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CONVOCATION

In accordance with Article III, Section 2, of the A.R.O.Y. Constitution & By-Laws, notice is hereby given
that the Annual Conference of The American Romanian Orthodox Youth will be held at St. George
Cathedral, 18405 W 9 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan, on the weekend of August 28-31, 2008.

+NATHANIEL, Archbishop

Lisa (Nemes) Ciharan, President Andreea Grigore, Secretary

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

THURSDAY, 28 AUGUST
At Hotel
8:00 pm Welcome reception
Delegate Registration
10:00 pm National Board Meeting

FRIDAY, 29 AUGUST
At Cathedral
11:00 am Divine Liturgy
1:00 pm Lunch & Registration
2:00 pm Conference (session I)
4:00 pm  Workshop 1
5:00 pm End of Session I
At River
6:00 pm Dinner & Cruise

SATURDAY, 30 AUGUST
At Cathedral
8:30 am Breakfast
9:30 am Conference (session II)
Workshop 11

1:00 pm Lunch

2:00 pm Conference (session III)

3:30 pm Adjournment & Photos

4:00 pm Parastas, Vespers &
Confessions

At Historical Museum

7:00 pm  “Blast from the Past”

Dinner, Dance & Tour

SUNDAY, 31 AUGUST
At Sts Peter & Paul
9:00 am Matins (Utrenia)
10:30 am Entrance of Hierarchs
Divine Liturgy
1:00 pm Grand Banquet
At Cathedral
7:00 pm (doors open)
Cocktails & hors d’oeuvres
Dignitary Reception
8:00 pm Debutantes Presentation
49th Cotillion Ball

60th National ARFORA
Congress

Cont. from page 5

The Session was adjourned with a prayer and bless-
ing by His Grace Bishop Irineu and Fr. Cosmin
Antonescu. The day was concluded with a Parastas
and Great Vespers followed by a formal Dinner Dance.
Sunday morning was celebrated with the Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy followed by a Farewell Brunch.

Our very special thanks is offered to Fr. Remus
Grama and the Ladies Auxiliary for hosting a memo-
rable 60" National Congress.

Adela M. Price
ARFORA President

SOLIA JUL/AUG 2008

Forgiving Ourselves

Cont. from page 6

we be restored to health, re-instated, like Peter, into
the life which God has called us to live — a life of joy
and energy.

The Gospel examples of Peter and Judas can there-
fore be for us a lesson of renewal. In this, we must
avoid the pride, concern for public opinion and subse-
quent suicidal despair of Judas. Where God is present,
there is no room for pride or despair. Rather, we must
cling to the passionate tears and humble resignation of
Peter. Only the latter can prepare us for Christ’s re-
turn to our lives, our restoration. Only then will we
answer affirmatively his pointed question, “Do you
love Me?” (Jn 21:15).

PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 7



CHRIST IS AMONG US! On

behalf of the Cathedral Senior

and Junior Chapters, and the

Sts Peter & Paul Chapter of

\\\‘\“nfﬂl’iii The American Romanian

9%& 40// Orthodox Youth, we sincerely

v invite you to our 59th Annual

/‘é;o, National Conference, August

?f_‘;\ 28-31, 2008, at the Diocesan

— Cathedral of St George and

= the Church of Sts Peter and

Paulll Unique events will high- SRS

60 light the metropolitan Detroit S

@,f (% region and our Romanian

heritage, bringing us together

/‘/Iq‘lgap*\\\\\ to worship, enjoy wonderful

food, dance, and do good

works[] We hold strong to our traditions, and look drward to making new
memories and friendships[]

Our theme, “United as One”, reflects that our two parishes have stepped
forward in a unified, cooperative spirit, to support AROY and jointly host this
conferencel] As young Romanian Orthodox Christiansn North America, we
pray that our theme resounds in the minds and hearts of our members,
parishes and families[7 We come together as young peple and supporters
of Christ's Church to grow and work together for His Glory; so we are
United as One — with each another, and with Him™

We hope that even more will keep the AROY spirit of yesterday and today
strong for the future, and urge you to reunite with us and be part of this
special weekend!

THE a8th A.R.0.Y. CONFERENCGE

HRISTOS iIN MIJLOCUL NOSTRU! in numele filialelor de tineret AROY,
Senior si Juniori, ale Catedralei Sf. Gheorghe si a Bisericii Sf. Apostoli
Petru si Pavel, va invitam sé& participati la a 59-a Conferintd Nationala
Anuala ce va avea loc pe data de 28-31 august, 2008, la Catedrala
Episcopala Sf. Gheorghe si la Biserica Sfs. Apostoli Petru si Pavel.
Evenimente deosebite vor pune in lumind zona metropolitand a Detroitului
alaturi de traditiile noastre roméanesti, aducandu-ne impreuné in rugéciune
si fapte bune, delectdndu-ne cu méncare buné gi dans. Pastrandu-ne cu
tarie traditiile strdmogegti, asteptam cu nerdbdare s& legdm noi prietenii si
sé@ ramanem cu amintiri placute.

Moto-ul nostru, ,Unitate”, reflecta efortul comun in care parohiile noastre

s-au adunat pentru a sprijini AROY si a gazdui impreund aceasta

conferintéd. Ca tineri ortodocgi roméani in America de Nord, ne rugadm ca

aceasta teméa sé rdasune in mintile si inimile tuturor membrilor, parohiilor si

familiilor noastre. Suntem aléturi ca tineri ce doresc s& sustind Biserica lui

Hristos, sa crestem si s& lucram impreunda spre slava Luil] asa incat suntem
toti Uniti in El.

Speram ca spiritul AROY de ieri si de azi s& raméana puternic si pentru

viitor. V& indemnam sé& ne reunim si s& luati parte la evenimentele acestui

weekend deosebit!

Call 248 569-4833, or visit us online for information [conference.aroy. org
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HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

THE MARRIOTT [

at Detroit Metropaolitan Airport

Telephone 734 723-7555 _ |

You must be at least 21 years old to make reservations
and check-in[] Visit the conference website and diret link to
hotel reservations! Please be sure to reserve all rooms by
AUGUST 15, under “AROY” group to receive special ratel]

Marnolt g5t

FEATURES & HIGHLIGHTS

Aside from the business meetings and meals of the
conference, these special events will highlight the
weekend, making it family-friendly and memorable for
all who participate!

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

The most important time we share together is through
worship[] Various services, culminating with Sunday
Hierarchal Liturgy give us a chance to participate in
thanking Our Lord for the blessings He bestows on us,
to pray for the souls of those who have left this world
before us, and to demonstrate our love for AROY, the
Church and one another(

“MOTOR CITY MOONLIGHT" CRUISE

See the beauty of Detroit’s skyline and the international
border of the United States and Canada while dancing
and socializing as we (again) take to the water and
cruise on the Detroit River(]

“BLAST FROM THE PAST!"

Our city is full of culture, ethnicities, history, and attrac-
tions[1 We'll take a trip back in time on Saturday ight,
serving famous Detroiter foods, offering music and
dancing from Motown, techno, and more! Visit unique
exhibits and learn how the past shapes us[] It's hisory
with a Romanian twist!

“LINDER THE STARS" COTILLION

The closing event of each Conference is an elegant
night of formal gowns, tuxedos, live Romanian music
and dancing to traditional and modern sounds’ We ex
pect a number of debutantes, and welcome all of our
friends, families and guests to what will be one of our
most memorable cotillions... a night you won’t want to
miss(] (interested young ladies 15-18yrs old shouldcall
248(1569114833 today!)
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The 2007 AROY-Stanitz
Scholarship Recipients

Ithough saddened by loss of benefactor Mr John
Stanitz (St Mary Church, Chicago), who fell asleep
in the Lord in mid 2007, we are very grateful to
his loving wife, Kathy and Family for assuring us that the

AROY-Stanitz Scholarship Fund will continue to aid our
young people’s scholastic endeavors.

On September 2, 2007, at the closing banquet of the 58th
AROY Conference in Detroit, President John E Lazar paid
respect to Mr Stanitz, then announced the recipients: Mr
Frank Persichino and Miss Christine Placinta who each
received $1,000.00 scholarships. We congratulate the win-
ners and their families and pray for their continued success
and active involvement in the Church!

FRANK JOSEPH MICHAEL PERSICHINO is the son
of Frank and Karen Persichino; grandson of Michael/
Goldie Kalugar and +Frank/Judy Persichino. He is a life-
long member of Detroit’s St George Cathedral, and part of
the Junior AROY Chapter. Frankie was a student of the
Church School and head Altar Server. Throughout high
school he excelled both scholastically and athletically, and
was chosen as one of Channel 7°s (ABC-TV Detroit) stu-
dent athletes of the week. Frankie attended Macomb Com-
munity College and was captain of the baseball team,
while maintaining an impressive GPA. He will transfer to
Concordia University.

CHRISTINE DANIELLE PLACINTA is the daughter
of Gheorghe & Viorica Placinta; granddaughter of Dan/
Silvia Placinta & loan/+Maria Halmaghi. She is a life-long
member of St George Cathedral, former president of its Jr
AROY Chapter and Co-chair of the 2008 National AROY
Conference. Christine attended the Church School and
assists with many cultural and charitable events at the
Cathedral. She graduated from Novi High School and was
involved as a cheerleader, part of SADD, Student Aid for
Novi Meadows School, and more. Christine attends the
University of Michigan (Dearborn) where she is on the
Dean’s list, with plans to become a teacher. She speaks
English, Romanian and some Spanish.



ON MOTHERHOOD AND THE
MOTHER OF GOD

by

Psa. Janene Wey

Having grown up as a Protestant, there were no
categories by which to relate to the Saints, much less
the Mother of God. The prevailing thought regarding
her was that if she had not said yes to God, someone
else would have; and she is, therefore, no better than
the rest of us — we are all "equal in the eyes of God."
Such was our loss and poverty. In short, these were
not things on which I was accustomed to pondering.
Even after I became a

event unfolds: she was visited by the archangel, and
accepting God’s will freely, through the action of the
Holy Spirit, she conceives a Son immediately and
without the help of man. Her kinswoman Elizabeth
pronounced her "Blessed among women" and she
herself, being filled with the Spirit of prophecy, ex-
claims that "all generations will call me blessed" (Luke
1: 26-56). The Scriptures do not elaborate upon the

nature of the birth of this

mother myself, I cannot
say that I was immedi-
ately struck with this
deep desire to know the
Mother of God. She was
just one of "the saints"
of which there are many.
This changed when I
became Orthodox.

It also deepened as |
have grown older, being
a mother myself, which
has taught me many
things. I realized that the
relationship of a mother
with her child is unlike
any other relationship in
the world, and absolutely
unique. It is not shared

Child, but holy Tradition
tells us simply that she
retained her virginity af-
ter giving birth in this
most extraordinary way,
contrary to the laws of
nature. After such a
birth, as the Child ap-
proaches the age of six
weeks, she brought Him
to the Temple as was the
custom, only to hear the
aged and revered priest
Simeon exclaim that this
Child "is destined for the
fall and rising of many
in Israel" and tell her that
"...a sword will pierce
through your own soul

by a father with his child

— that relationship is different. It is not shared by
grandparents with grandchildren, or even sibling with
sibling. The relationship between a mother and her
child is unlike any other on earth, and both persons
are shaped and changed by it. It is filled with the
greatest joy and the greatest heartache, both mingled
together by absolute and unconditional love.

The relationship between a mother and her child is
not only unique; it is also sacred: God Himself en-
tered into this relationship by becoming the Son of
His mother.

The life of the Mother of God, true, was unique: the
Virgin, at a very young age (probably around three),
was taken to the Temple to be brought up in a holy and
austere environment. Shortly thereafter, tradition tells
us, her parents, Joachim and Anna, died. She was
raised in the Temple until, as a very young woman,
probably in her teens, she was betrothed to a man
perhaps three times her age who was chosen to care
for her, when she could no longer be cared for in the
Temple. Before the marriage could be consummated,
however, the very strange and fearfully wonderful
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also."

How does this young mother deal with this revela-
tion? The Scriptures simply tell us that Mary "pon-
dered all these things in her heart ..." (Luke 2: 22-39).
Her life was inseparable from that of her Son.One can
only imagine how she "ponders" all of this for more
than thirty years, while raising and loving this Child,
much like the rest of us raise and love our own chil-
dren. Then the words of Simeon are fulfilled: she goes
with Him through the darkest days of his Passion,
lamenting at the foot of his cross (John 19: 25-27).

Tradition tells us that her Son appeared to the Vir-
gin after His resurrection. Mary too was filled with
joy of the Resurrection — perhaps as no other.

If anyone knows the unutterable joys and sorrows
of motherhood, it is the Blessed Mother of God. Be-
cause she shares our humanity, she knows our hearts
and our love for our children, for it is her heart and her
love for her Child which has been sorely tested and
found worthy. She, more than any other, is able to
intercede before God for our children as a mother, and
on a mother’s behalf, for that is who she is — Mother

Cont. on page 16
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HAVE YOU BEEN EXPELLED?
PART 1I;: EVOLUTION AND FAITH

By Rev. Fr. David Subu

The film Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed has as
its basic premise that anyone who challenges the theory
of evolution is in for a severe backlash from the scien-
tific community. Presumably, they would challenge it,
because they believe that the evidence is best accounted
for by the existence of an Intelligent Designer (ID),
and the theory of evolution implies for many an ab-
sence of design and thus a designer, such as God. But
does the theory of evolution, the evidence for which is
much stronger than the filmmakers of expelled would
have you believe, inherently contradict faith? This month,
we will consider the possibilities, keeping the kind of
open mind the filmmakers want us to have to new
ideas, even if they disagree

tion, and not the domain of science. So it comes down
to how you define “natural” in natural selection. The
atheist sees nature as inherently random and Godless.
The believer sees nature as inherently inspired by the
Divine.

Unfortunately, the filmmakers of “Expelled” do not
allow for a theistic interpretation of evolution by ac-
cepting the same principles as atheists do: that evolu-
tion makes God unnecessary. They basically agree with
Richard Dawkins, that evolutionary biologists who still
believe in God are just intellectually dishonest. Of
course, Dawkins also believes that the only way the
Bible can be true is if you accept the most literalist and

fundamentalist interpretation

with them.

First: Evolution, properly
defined is the development
of different species from
common ancestors over time
through mutation and natu-
ral selection. Some believ-
ers might be offended by the

QOUTMW I
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of the Bible as possible.
Those types of thinking force
the Biblical text into very
limited and artificial inter-
pretations which create more
confusion not based on the
Bible itself. In this, both the
atheist and the typical Cre-

idea that humans evolved

from simpler forms of life, such as monkeys, fish, even
sponges. The Bible does not specify the mechanics by
which God created life, only that He said, “Let the
earth bring forth the living creatures according to
their kinds” (Gen 1:24), which suggests a natural pro-
cess of development possibly such as that described by
evolution. Man himself was made from the earth, just
like the other Creatures, with the exception that he was
made in the image and likeness of God. That image and
likeness is found not so much in human biology, though
one could argue that humanity has been the finest
achievement of the evolutionary process, but in the
human spirit, which is self-aware and able to think and
act freely and become the heir of God’s Kingdom. In
any case, how is being created from dirt fundamentally
different or somehow less offensive from that dirt hav-
ing been organized through a magnificent process of
evolution set forward by a wise God? Should we pre-
sume to know how God can and cannot create?

The other problem that we might have with evolu-
tion is the idea of random mutation and natural selec-
tion. Both of these terms imply metaphysical ideas, not
scientific ones—that evolution is unguided and with-
out divine design. Science cannot prove or disprove
whether God exists or whether He does or does not
sustain and direct His creation. Here is perhaps the
strongest point of ID—that the probability of life self-
organizing randomly is so miniscule as to be ridicu-
lous. But again, this is basically a metaphysical posi-
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ationist share a common
ground of error when it comes to the Bible.

When we approach issues of life and its origins,
either scientifically or theologically, we are best edu-
cated in a school of humility as was Job when he
questioned God (Job 38): "Then the Lorp answered Job
out of the whirlwind, and said: “Who is this who dark-
ens counsel by words without knowledge? Now pre-
pare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you
shall answer Me. “Where were you when I laid the
foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have under-
standing. Who determined its measurements? Surely
you know!” to which Job answered (Job. 42:3,6): “There-
fore I have uttered what I did not understand, Things
too wonderful for me, which I did not know! And I
repent in dust and ashes!” Enjoy the film, and keep an
open mind!

Clergy Changes con:. from page 4

Hayward, California and from the Romanian Episco-
pate (Archbishop Nathaniel); and transferred to the
Orthodox Church in America (Metropolitan Herman),
effective July 16, 2008, with a canonical release and
transfer to the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of
the Americas (Archbishop Nicolae).

SASU, V. Rev. Fr. Dimitru V. is blessed to retire
from active service to the Church effective September
1, 2008 and will be attached to Holy Trinity Church,
Miramar, Florida, effective September 2, 2008.
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ARFORA SCHOLARSHIPS

Undergraduate Scholarship

Nicoleta Cotoi, a mem-
ber of Saint Andrew Ro-
manian Orthodox Mission
in Houston, Texas, is the
recipient of a $1,000
ARFORA Undergraduate
~ Scholarship. Nicoleta has

| completed two years at the
“Dimitrie Cantemir” Uni-
versity in Romania with a
major in Psychology. As
an International Student,

‘ she received an Associate
L . of Arts degree from Hous-
Nicoleta Cotoi ton Community College
where she maintained a 4.0 GPA. Nicoleta will con-
tinue her studies in Cognitive Psychology at the Uni-
versity of Houston to complete the requirements for a
Bachelor of Science Degree, focusing on Child and
Developmental Behavior. She is currently a member
of Rotaract, a student organization that focuses on
providing services for needy families and children;
and is also a member of two Psychology organiza-
tions: Psi Beta National Honor Society and Phi Theta
Kappa Service Organization. Nicoleta is also very
active in the “Saint Andrew” Parish. As a member of
the Youth Organization, she devotes her time and
dedication to the spiritual and cultural events of the
Parish.

Silvana Irina Totan,
daughter of losif and Zoita
Totan of Canton, Michi-
gan, is a recipient of a
$1,000 Undergraduate
Scholarship. Silvana is
currently a junior at
Michigan State University
working towards a Bach-
elor of Science degree in
Nursing. She has main-
tained a 3.64 GPA while
actively involved in many
extracurricular activities.
At MSU, Silvana is a member of Student Hall Gov-
ernment, MRULE (Multi-Racial Unity Living Experi-
ence) and OCF (Orthodox Christian Fellowship). Her
off-campus community service includes volunteering
at nursing homes, St. Joseph Hospital and Sparrow
Hospital, and working for Special Olympics. She also
worked as an intern for Congressman Thaddeus
McCotter. Silvana continues to be an active member
of Saint George Cathedral, Southfield, MI, where she
has been a member of the Choir and on the Boards of

Silvana Irina Totan
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both the local and National AROY, and was a debu-
tante at the Cotillion. Silvana attended the Vatra
Camps as a student and has returned to volunteer as a
counselor.

Helen Muntean Education Scholarship

Christine Placinta,
daughter of Gheorghe and
Viorica Placinta of Novi,
Michigan, is the recipient
of the $1,000 Helen
Muntean Education Schol-
arship. Christine is in her
second year at the Univer-
sity of Michigan -
Dearborn, enrolled in the
School of Education. Her
ultimate goal is a teach-
ing certificate in Elemen-
tary Education with a double major in Special Educa-
tion and Social Studies. Christine graduated Cum
Laude from Novi High School and is continuing her
academic achievements by attaining the Dean’s List
her freshman year at UM Dearborn. Christine’s extra-
curricular activities include working for Special Edu-
cation teachers at Parkview Elementary School and
raising money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, the
National Association of Anorexia Nervosa and Asso-
ciated Disorders (ANAD), and the Delta Phi Epsilon
Educational Foundation. Christine is an active mem-
ber of Saint George Cathedral in Southfield, MI, help-
ing with Sunday School classes, participating in the
church choir, and a member on the Board of the Jr.
AROY as President. As a college student, she is con-
tinuing her active role in the church.

Christine Placinta

Martha Gavrila Graduate Scholarship

ARFORA is very
proud to award the
Martha Gavrila
Graduate Scholarship
to Alexandra Pac-
Urar, daughter of
Rev. Fr. Ian & Psa.
Mary Lynn Pac-Urar
of the Presentation of
Our Lord Orthodox
Church in Fairlawn,
OH. Alexandra has
completed her Bachelor’s degree in Cognitive Sci-
ence at McGill University in Montreal, Quebec. She
will be pursuing a Master’s of Education degree at
Harvard University Graduate School of Education.

Cont. on page 16
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Alexandra Pac-Urar
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

From Saints Peter & Paul Church, Dearborn Heights, Michigan

Loredana Ramona
Balaie, daughter of Virgil
& Cornelia Balaie of
Dearborn Heights, MI,
graduated from Crestwood
High School on June 7.
She was a member of the
- National Honor Society,
. the Spanish Club, Key

| Club and SADD (Students
Against Drunk Driving).
Ramona received the
b President’s Education
Loredana Ramona Balaie Award, and most impor-
tantly, a Wayne State Uni-
versity full tuition Scholarship. At Sts. Peter & Paul
church, she is active in the AROY Chapter, holding
the office of auditor, and was a debutante at the 2006
National AROY Caotillion. A Sunday School gradu-
ate, we look forward to her continued activity and
spiritual growth in the Church and Faith.

Sorin Zaharie Mihaltan, son of Sorin & Delia
Mihaltan of Livonia, graduated from Stevenson High
School where he participated in wrestling. He was a
member of the National Honor Society and the Com-
munity Service Club. Sorin is a graduate of Sts. Peter
& Paul Sunday School and serves currently in the
altar as sacristan, after many years as a dedicated altar
boy. He is also an AROY member. We wish him
much success as he begins studies at the University of
Michigan-Dearborn in the fall, where he intends to
major in Electrical Engineering and minor in Com-
puter Engineering.

Michael Aurel Pla-
cinta, son of Aurel &
Victoria Placinta of Livo-
nia, graduated on June 6
from Stevenson High
School, where he partici-
pated in hockey for 5
years. He will be attend-
ing Central Michigan Uni-
versity in the fall, major-
ing in Business and Engi-
neering. At Sts. Peter &
Paul, Michael is a Sunday '
School graduate and Michael Aurel Placinta
former altar boy. May God continue to bless his ef-
forts, both scholastic and spiritual.

Nicolae Alexandru Radu, son of Marcel & Maria
Radu of Commerce Township, MI, graduated on June
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1 from Walled Lake West-
ern High School, where he
as an Honor Student for
four years. Athletically, he
played freshman basket-
ball and varsity soccer.
Nick’s plans include at-
tending Oakland Commu-
nity College for two years,
then transferring to East-
ern Michigan University
in pursuit of a career in
Criminal Justice. He is
Nicolae Alexandru Radu graduate of Sts. Peter &
Paul Sunday School and a member of the AROY
Chapter. We look forward to his continued participa-
tion in the life of his Church and Faith.

Alexandra Stan, daugh-
ter of Ioan and Silvia Stan,
graduated on June 7 from
Dearborn High School
where she received an Aca-
demic Achievement Award
and was active in the Span-
ish Club and Model United
Nations. In the fall, she will
be attending the University
of Michigan, majoring in
Political Science, then Law
School with a focus on In-
ternational Political Affairs. i ‘

A Sunday School graduate, Alexandra Stan

she was very active in the AROY Chapter, holding the
office of President. In National AROY sports tourna-
ments, Alex won MVP in basketball. She was also a
debutante in the 2006 AROY Cotillion. We wish her
continued success!

George Charles Placinta, son of George & Carmen
Placinta of Plymouth, graduated from Lawrence Tech
University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Me-
chanical Engineering and a minor in Mathematics.
God grant him many years in good health and suc-
cess!

Dan Hoarste, son of Florin & Mariana Gioiculeasa
of Dearborn Heights, MI, graduated on May 17, 2008,
from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology
with a Master of Divinity degree with Highest Distinc-
tion. While at Seminary, Dan was active in student
government, as student representative on the faculty
council, class president (4 years), seminary choir mem-

Cont. on page 14
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Graduates Cont. from page 13

ber, and Chapel Eccle-
siarch for two years. Dan
is currently in the process
of applying for the PhD.
Program in Dogmatics at
the Pontifical Oriental In-
stitute in Rome, Italy. Al-
ways involved in the
Church, Dan has been
altar boy, sacristan,
choir member, cantor,
Sunday School teacher,
Vatra Camp counselor,
A.R.O.Y. Chapter officer,
as well as National Presi-

Dan Hoarste

dent (2003-2005). God bless Dan for his endeavors on
behalf of the Holy Orthodox Church and Faith!

Subdeacon Thomas
Matthew Rosco gradu-
ated on April 27, 2008,
with a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration de-
gree from the University
of Michigan-Dearborn. He
is currently working as the
Business Incentives Coor-
dinator for the City of
Dearborn Heights Tax
Increment Financial Au-
thority. Tom remains ac-
tive in the church where
he has served as altar boy,
sacristan, choir member,
council member, website designer, bookstore busi-
ness manager, Romanian Festival chairman, Hall
Marketing committee chairman, and A.R.O.Y. Chap-
ter Adult Advisor. Having held offices in the local
chapter, Tom was also President of National A.R.O.Y.
(1998-2000), among other offices and appointments.
He is currently National Treasurer and Website de-
signer. For the Diocese, Tom served five years as
Administrative Assistant at the R.O.E.A. Chancery
and is Assistant Administrator for Camp Vatra for
Juniors (since 2000). Subdeacon Tom is the son of
Father Romey & Preoteasa Mary Ellen Rosco of
Dearborn Heights, MI.

Thomas Matthew Rosco

Hieral'Chal SChEdllle Cont. from page 2

March 22-23. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Sat-
urday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

March 27. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery. Holy Synod Meeting.

March 30. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy.

April 1-12. Alaska. Diocese of Alaska. Sent by the Holy Synod
with Bishop Tikhon to meet with the clergy and faithful.

April 13. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hierar-
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chal Divine Liturgy.

April 16-17. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery. Holy Synod meet-
ing.
April 19. Fenton, MI. St. Mary Magdalene (Bulgarian Diocese
of the OCA). Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for Lazarus Saturday. Ban-
quet. Blessing of new church building.

April 20. Warren, MI. Descent of the Holy Spirit. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for Palm Sunday. Banquet.

April 21-26. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Holy
Week Services.

April 26-27. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. Resurrec-
tion Services.

April 27. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. After-
noon: Agape Vespers.

April 28. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy for Bright Monday.

April 29. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy for Bright Tuesday. Afternoon: Joint Dialogue Commission
meeting.

May 2-9. Rome, Italy. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy at
Holy Cross Parish. Thursday: Lucca, Italy. St. Anastasio Church.
Enthronement of Bishop Siluan as first Romanian Orthodox Bishop
of Italy.

May 11. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

May 12-15. Syosset, NY. OCA Chancery. Holy Synod Meeting.

May 16-18. Elkins Park, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit. Friday:
Pastoral visits. Saturday: Great Vespers. Reception. Sunday: Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 95" Anniversary.

May 20. Detroit, MI. Orthodox — Catholic Ecumenical meeting.

May 24-30. Washington, DC. Saturday: Alexandria, VA. Holy
Cross. Great Vespers. Sunday: Falls Church, VA. Protection of
Virgin Mary. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

May 31. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. Episcopate
Council meeting.

June 1. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

June 5-9. Regina/Assiniboia/Flintoft, SK. Saturday: Memorial
Service and Blessing of graves in Flintoft & Assiniboia. Evening:
Great Vespers in Assiniboia. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy at
Descent of the Holy Spirit. Banquet for 50" Anniversary.

June 14. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Memorial Service. Blessing of Foundation of Cem-
etery Chapel. Evening: Vigil.

June 15. Warren, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit. Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy for Pentecost. Banquet.

June 20-22. Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & Helen. Fri-
day: Pastoral visits. Discussion & Supper. Saturday: Morning —
Blessing of graves. Lunch. Discussions. Evening: Great Vespers.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Lunch. Baptism.

June 29. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Afternoon: Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul.
Banquet for patronal feast day.

July 3-6. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. 2008 Church
Congress. Thursday: Clergy Conference. Evening: Episcopate Council
meeting. Friday: Congress Sessions. Evening: Episcopate Council
meeting. Saturday: Congress Sessions. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Banquet.

July 10. Detroit, MI. Orientale Lumen Conference. Presenta-
tion and discussion. Lunch. Afternoon: Meeting with Catholic-Or-
thodox Ecumenical Dialogue.

July 12-13. Ellwood City, PA. Saturday: Transfiguration
Monastery. Great Vespers. Sunday: St. Elias. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Afternoon: Transfiguration Monastery. Wedding of Daniel
& Erica (Lordi) Thetford. Banquet.

July 14-26. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. Camp Vatra
for Seniors.

July 20. Grand Rapids, MI. Annunciation. Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Lunch.

July 26. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. Divine Liturgy.
Closing Banquet for Camp Vatra for Juniors.

July 27. Detroit, MI. St. Raphael. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Afternoon: Wedding of Augustin & Susan (Schultz) Vincent. Ban-
quet.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS

M/M Alexa Ungurian, Oakbank, MB .................. $200.00
M/M Constantin Ardeleanu, Valparaiso, IN ...... $100.00
Elena Bogdan, Gloucester, ON ........cccccccecvnvencnnene $100.00
Dr/Mrs Gabriel Curtis, Crestwood, NY ............. $100.00
M/M William Popescul, Las Vegas, NV ............. $100.00
George & Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA .......... $100.00
Mary Rugh, Ellwood City, PA ......c.ccceererrnnnen. $100.00
Carrie Steski, Winnipeg, MB .........cccceeveieiennnnnn. $100.00
Deborah Teodorescu, Arcadia, FL ....................... $100.00
M/M Gregory Thetford, Ellwood City, PA ........ $100.00
M/M William Murray, Regina, SK ...........ccoce.ee. $60.00
Richard C. Grabowski, Jackson, MI ................... $50.00
Psa. Eleonora Lazar, Southfield, MI .................... $50.00
Valer & Elaine Luca, Boardman, OH .................. $50.00
Mary Tilea, Canfield, OH .......c.cccocoeeveviiininieenne. $50.00
M/M John Tipa, South Lyon, MI .........cccoovrurnenen. $50.00
Aldena Jinar, Ellwood City, PA ........ccccoovninrnne. $25.00

GENERAL DONATIONS

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA ...... $600.00
(Hierarch Visitation)

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI .............. $500.00
(Hierarch Visitation)

Robert & Jaime Hwacinski, Sammamish, WA .. $500.00
(St. Nicholas Camp, Ft. Qu’Appelle, SK)

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Ridgewood, NY ...... $400.00
(Hierarch Visitation)

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Assiniboia, SK ........ $380.40
(Hierarch Visitation)

Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA ........ccccoovviieieieennn, $250.00
(Hierarch Visitation)

V. Rev. Fr. Paul Jannakos, Grand Blanc, MI .... $250.00
(Hierarch Visitation)

St. Elias, Ellwood City, PA ........ccocooiiiiiee $100.00
(Congress Donation)

Rev. Fr. Adrian Balescu, Jacksonville, FL ........... $50.00
(Pascha Donation)

M/M John DeMintich, Toronto, ON ...................... $50.00

(St. Mary Cemetery Maintenance)
Bobby & Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI ........ $30.00

Maria Hunciag, Center Line, MI ..........cccoevennenee. $15.00
Erna Harrington, Shelby Twp., MI ..o $10.00
MEMORIAM
Marie Farca, Yardley, PA ........ccoceoivveiiiicein, $50.00
(Museum Fund - IMO George Ivascu)

Iuliana Campean, Grosse Pointe Park, MI............ $30.00
(IMO Valentina Cornea & Istina Chesches)

Nikola Mezin, Shelby Twp., MI.....cccccooeirreinnen. $20.00
(IMO Deceased in Mezin & Socarda Families)

Zamfira Posteuca, Wilmette, IL .............c.ceenennn. $20.00

(IMO Husband Vasile Posteuca)
EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT (DUES)

Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI ........... $6,000.00
St. John, Woonsocket, R .........cccooovivieeieennnen. $2.,000.00
Sts. Constantine & Helen, Indianapolis, IN

(2009) oo $1,923.00
Descent/Sts. Peter & Paul, Assiniboia, SK ...... $1,000.00
St. Mary Mission, Laval, QC ..........cccoecvevreinnne. $930.00
Holy Cross Mission, San Diego, CA .................... $870.00
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St. Mary, Colleyville, TX ......cccoovvvvieniereniereenne, $840.00
ARFORA HOUSE RENOVATIONS

National A RF.O.R.A. .......ccooiiiiiiiian. $2.,350.00
St. Mary Ladies Auxiliary, Chicago, IL ............. $500.00
CAMP VATRA DONATIONS
M/M Stephen Miroy, Stafford, VA ...................... $592.00
John Toana, Indianapolis, IN .........ccccecveiieriiennnnn. $50.00

2008 CONGRESS
BANQUET DONATIONS

$200.00
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH; Drs John & Eleanor
Bujea, Regina, SK; V Rev Fr & Psa Ionel Cudritescu, Toronto,
ON; V Rev Fr & Psa Catalin Mitescu, Claremont, CA
$150.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Ian Pac-Urar, Fairlawn, OH
$100.00
V Rev Fr Cornel Avramescu, Anaheim, CA; Atty J Carabina,
Woonsocket, RI; Viorica & George Cucu, Falls Church, VA;
Victor & Miriana Dinu, Skokie, IL; V Rev Fr Adrian Fetea,
Astoria, NY; Rev Fr Anton Frunza, Byron Center, MI; Stephen
Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH; V Rev Fr & Psa Remus Grama,
Cleveland, OH; V Rev Fr Laurence Lazar & Family, Southfield,
MI; V Rev Fr & Psa Onisie Morar, Woonsocket, RI; V Rev Fr
& Psa Dimitrie Musta, Ridgewood, NY; Emil Panzaru, Fort
Lee, NJ; V Rev Fr & Psa Dumitru Paun, Colleyville, TX; V
Rev Fr & Psa Traian Petrescu, New York, NY; M/M Valer
Pufescu, Ann Arbor, MI; St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH;
V Rev Fr & Psa Panta Stanciu, Canton, OH; Rev Fr Narcis
Stoica, Buena Park, CA; Mihail Teodorescu, Philadelphia,
PA
$80.00
Alina Oprea, Pomona, CA; Joanne Ryan, Woonsocket, RI
$70.00
Vasile & Gabriela Gheorghian, Evanston, IL
$50.00
Rev Fr & Psa Cosmin Antonescu, Youngstown, OH; V Rev Fr
Vasile Barsan, Canton, OH; George C Cantor, Cleveland,
OH; M/M Michael Kalugar, Madison Hts, MI; Marius &
Adina Musta, Harper Woods, MI; M/M Viorel Nikodin,
Farmington Hills, MI; Dn Ovidiu Pacurar, Miramar, FL; Olga
Petersen, St Clair Shores, MI; Petar & Maria Popov, Glen-
dale, NY; Adela Price, New Castle, PA; V Rev Fr & Psa
Romey Rosco, Dearborn Hts, MI; V Rev Fr & Psa Dumitru
Sasu, Miramar, FL; Dn/M Michael Ungrin, Winnipeg, MB
$40.00
Marius Coman, Naples, FL; Cornel Stana, Rockville, MD
$30.00
George & Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI; Mark Chestnut,
Grass Lake, MI; Petru Lupsor, West Bloomfield, MI; Ana
Maria Lutas, Munster, IN
$25.00
Ielita Daba, Oak Park, MI; Richard Grabowski, Jackson, MI;
Alex & Mihaela Ionescu, Warren, MI; Robert Mitchell, De-
troit, MI; George & Elizabeth Oancea, Louisville, OH; Mary
Jane Quinn, Bloomfield Hills, MI; Mariana Tipa, South Lyon,
MI
$20.00
Anonymous; Rev Fr Liviu Alexandrescu, Montreal, QC; Jus-
tin Badila, Farmington Hills, MI; Alina & Lucian Barbu,
Cont. on page 16
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ARFORA Scholarships

Cont. from page 5
The program is specifically entitled Mind, Brain and
Education. This program focuses on applying re-
search in psychology, cognitive development and neu-
roscience to issues in the educational domain. Upon
completion of the Master’s degree, Alexandra plans
to continue on to a PhD., which will allow her to
pursue research programs and eventually lead to teach-
ing at the university level. As a student at McGill
University, Alexandra was named to the Dean’s Honour
List and was also a member of the Golden Key Honour
Society and the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)
of McGill. She also volunteered at the Sunday School
at Buna Vestire Romanian Orthodox Church in
Montreal. Several of her summers were spent as a
camper and then as a counselor at Camp Vatra. She
was active in AROY, choir and taught Sunday School
at Presentation of Our Lord. She was also on the
AROQY National Board and contributed articles to both
the AROY Newsletter and the SOLIA newspaper.
ARFORA congratulates all of the scholarship re-
cipients on their outstanding achievements.
Adela M. Price
ARFORA President

On Motherhood

Cont. from page 10

— and that is what she knows in the most pure manner
possible: a mother’s love for her child. There are
places in our services where it is said, "... using your
maternal boldness, entreat God on our behalf that our
souls may be saved." It is not solely from a place of
power, as Queen of Heaven, or any other title, that she
intercedes on our behalf. It is because she is Mother,
the possessor of that utterly unique relationship shared
by no other — that relationship between a mother and
her child — that she can intercede on our behalf
uniquely as the mother and obtain mercy. Her Son is
God Himself, Who joins her humanity — and ours —
to His Divinity in Himself. How then can anyone be
closer to God than she? As we read in church: "Fer-
vently entreat Him who is born of you, for the prayer
of a Mother avails much to win the goodwill of the
Master ..." (Service of the Sixth Hour). So let us take
encouragement, those of us who are mothers — re-
gardless of the age of our children — to nurture,
pursue and be vigilant in our relationship with the
Mother of God and "treasure all these things in our
hearts." We need her intercessions; and there is great
comfort to be had in her prayers on our behalf, and on
behalf of our children.
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FATHER GEORGE
OANCA SERVES AS
MILITARY CHAPLAIN

Rev. Fr.
Georgel Oanca,
Parish Priest of St.
Mary Church, St.
Paul, Minnesota,
with the blessing
of His Eminence,
Archbishop
Nathaniel, was ac-
cepted in the
United  States
Army as a Chap-
e lain on January

Pt ¢ 14,2008. During
LIRS 2007, he started
the process and at the end of the year, he was one of
the 25 selected for this special ministry. On February
5,2008, he was assigned as a Chaplain 1st Lieutenant
to United States Army Reserve Control group
(USARCG). On April 4, 2008, he was assigned as a
Chaplain with the 88th RRC - Regional Readiness
Command - at Fort Snelling, MN. On April 17,2008,
he received the order to go Active Duty for Training
(ADT) at Ft. Jackson, SC - between June 8§ - July 18,
2008.

4 .“““
o

2008 Congress Cont. from page 15

Clinton Twp, MI; Rev Fr Ioan Bogdan, Westminster, CO; Ilie
Cocariu, Bloomfield Hills, MI; Z Fluter, London, ON; Ana
Jonascu, Westland, MI; Michael Kuziak, Fairlawn, OH; Leahu
Family, Warren, MI; Radu & Mihaela Lovin, Auburn Hills,
MI; Rev Fr Claudiu Lutas, Falls Church VA; Traian Moga,
Canton, MI; Dn/M Nicolae Neagoe, Rocky River, OH; Veturia
Nicula, Livonia, MI; V Rev Fr Daniel Nenson, Regina, SK;
Mary Sankey, New Castle, PA; Rev Fr John Schmidt, Ellwood
City, PA; V Rev Fr Cosmin Sicoe, Regina, SK; Olga & Josif
Stingu, North Port, FL; Subu Family, Falls Church, VA; Stella
& Susan Placinta; George Terhesh III, Fairlawn, OH; Silvana
Totan, Canton, MI; Dn Wayne Wright, Uniontown, OH

$10.00
Anonymous; Victor Bardas, Troy, MI; Mirela & Aurelian
Beleciu, Novi, MI; Mihaela Bennett, Muncie, IN; Petrica
Malacu, Westland, MI; Lisa Nemes, Skokie, IL; Constantin
Roman, Westland, MI; Ionel Sathoianu, Lakewood, OH; Amalia
& lon Sipoteanu, Cleveland, OH; Andrew Stoiko, Dearborn,
MI; Ioana Vladau, London, ON

$8.00

Marina Ionescu, Warren, MI
$5.00
John E Lazar, Southfield, MI
$4.00
Alex Radulescu, Farmington Hills, MI
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CUVANT DE SUFLET

August, 2008
Prea Sfanta Nascatoare de Dumnezeu
“hotarul dintre creat si necreat”.

A avea ocazia sa vorbesti despre Maica Domnului,
despre cea care L-a tinut in pantece, mai apoi in brate
si pentru vesnicie in sufletul ei pe Fiul lui Dumnezeu,
in aceastd perioadd de cinstire Tnseamna a recunoaste
un adevar incontestabil, si anume acela, ca oriunde s-
ar afla un crestin ortodox pe fata pamantului, si putem
spune un roman ortodox, el este ancorat in acelasi
timp in realitatea vazutd, materiald, Tnsa fara sa-si
piarda contactul cu credinta si cu valorile spirituale
ale neamului din care provine.

Departe de mine posibilitatea de a va vorbi despre
Prea Sfanta Nascatoare de Dumnezeu asa cum se cuvine,
si aceasta deoarece putinta cuvintelor omenesti este
limitatd in Incercarea de a zugrdvi in cuvant taina
iconomiei lui Dumnezeu implinitda prin Maica
Domnului. Referitor la acest efort, Sfantul Grigorie
Palama afirma faptul ca “cuvéntul iese infrant’™! din
acest demers, recunoscand totodatd aceastd incercare
ca fiind superioara puterilor sale. Si tot acest mare
Parinte al Bisericii spunea: “Dar cum as putea, fie sa-
mi implinesc dorinta, fie sa-mi platesc datoria, fie sa
marturisesc harul darurilor infinite care-mi vin de la
ea, altfel decdt cantidndu-i imne pe cit Tmi stad in
putere?”.

Maica Domnului reprezinta darul cel mai de pret pe
care firea umana I-a putut oferi pdnd la sfarsitul
veacurilor Facatorului a toate, deoarece ea s-a dovedit
a fi in planul iconomiei lui Dumnezeu “vasul cel ales”
prin care Fiului lui Dumnezeu, Unul din Treime avea
sd se intrupeze pentru a asuma odata cu Intruparea Sa
firea umana in integralitatea ei, si astfel asumatd, sa o
ridice de-a dreapta Tatdlui, restauratd si inviatd din
neputinta in care cdzuse. latd asadar, pricina carei
lucrari s-a facut Maica Domnului..., pricina propriei
noastre restaurdri i invieri in comuniunea cu
Dumnezeu, pricina a regasirii omului cu Dumnezeu
sau a lui Dumnezeu cu omul, hotar al regasirii creatului
cu necreatul, dupa expresia patristici mentionata in
titlul scurtei noastre meditatii. “Ce-ti vom darui noi
Hristoase” spune o cantare de slujba “cerul iti daruieste
ingerii, pamantul iti aduce darurile lui, iar noi oamenii,
iti daruim o Maica Fecioara!”

Multimea profetiilor despre Maica Domnului
cuprinse in Vechiul Testament, sau referintele din
Noul Testament referitoare la cea care s-a invrednicit
sa fie Maica dupa trup a Fiului lui Dumnezeu sunt
nenumarate. Profetul David, una dintre personalitatile
vetero-testamentare pe care Biserica Ortodoxd o
praznuieste in chip deosebit, atit prin zi de pomenire,
cat si prin asumarea integrald a Psaltirii sale in cultul
bisericesc, o vedea pe Maica Domnului stind de-a
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dreapta tronului Fiului ei, cu mare si negrdita slava:
“sezut-a impardteasa de-a dreapta Ta Imbrdcata in
haind auritd si prea infrumusetata” (Ps. 44, 10-21,
21).

Prea Sfanta Nascatoare de Dumnezeu este mai presus
decat sfintii si Ingerii, deoarece si ingerii $i oamenii
i se Inchind. Astfel i s-a inchinat arhanghelul Gavriil
la Buna Vestire (Lc. 1, 28-29) si 1n acelasi chip i s-a
inchinat ei si Sfanta Elisabeta, mama Sfantului Ioan
Botezatorul (Lc. 1, 40-43). Apoi, insasi Maica
Domnului, prin Duhul Sfant a proorocit ca pe ea o vor
ferici toate neamurile: “Ca iatd, de acum ma vor ferici
toate neamurile, ca mi-a facut mie madarire Cel
PuternicS”(Lc. 1, 48-49). Textul Noului Testament ne
incredinteaza ca insusi Mantuitorul Hristos a avut o
deosebitd sensibilitate si ascultare fatd de Maica sa
dupa trup, atunci cind prezenti la nunta din Cana
Galileii, Domnul a facut prima Sa minune, prefacand
apa n vin la rugamintea exclusivd a Maicii Domnului
(In. 2. 3-10). Iata cum Domnul Hristos, om fiind nu a
putut sa nu respecte rugamintea Maicii Sale!... Pe
aceasta mijlocire a Maicii Domnului inaintea Fiului ei
se bazeaza si rugdciunile necontenite pe care Biserica
1 le adreseaza zilnic, crezand cu fermitate ‘“‘ca mult
poate rugdciunea Maicii spre 1mbladnzirea
Stapanului!...”.

Mai mult incd, intr-o cantare de slujba se spune
referitor la Maica Domnului cd noi oamenii “nu avem
alt ajutor in afard de tineS”. Prin aceastd afirmatie,
noi nu tdgaduim unicitatea lucrarii Mantuitorului Hristos
ca Mijlocitor al mantuirii noastre obiective, dar nu
neglijam nici folosul oricdrui alt ajutor in legdtura cu
dobandirea mantuirii noastre subiective. Ori, noi nu
avem pe altcineva care sa ne poata ajuta mai mult pe
calea mantuirii decit Maica DomnuluiS De abia dupi
ce ne rugdm ei apeldm si la mijlocirile sfintilor, ca cei
ce cunoscand neputintele umane ne pot sprijini si pe
noi de la indltimea sfinteniei dobandite de ei. Sa nu
aveti convingerea ca sfintii sunt departe, inaccesibili
comunicarii cu noi. Ei sunt vii, poate mult mai vii
decat ni se pare noud. E de ajuns sa 1i invocam cu
credintd si smerenie si e imposibil ca trezvia lor
lucratoare sa nu ne inconjoare in chip tainic!...

Unele dintre cele mai frumoase cuvinte care s-au
spus in secolul doudzeci despre Maica Domnului apartin
Sfantului Siluan Athonitul, nevoitor in Sfantul Munte
Athos, cunoscut spiritualitatii rasaritene prin rivna pe
care o avea fatd de Maica Domnului, care de nenumarate
ori 1l cerceta prin aparitii reale. Sfantul Siluan afirma
faptul ca “sufletul i se Infricoseaza si i se cutremura

Cont. la pag. 18
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Cuvant de Suflet

Cont. de la pag. 17

cand se gindeste la slava Maicii Domnului”, si aceasta
deoarece: “Iubirea ei pentru Dumnezeu e, intr-adevar,
mai tare si mai arzatoare decat iubirea serafimilor si
heruvimilor, si toate puterile ceresti ale ingerilor si
arhanghelilor sunt mute de uimire fatd de ea”.

Daca astdzi exista opinii potrivit cdrora nu trebuie
sd acordam cinstire Maicii Domnului, relativizandu-
se astfel orice mijlocire a ei catre Dumnezeu, si nu ne
intristam! Evlavia fatd de Maica Domnului este un dar
al lui Dumnezeu, un dar pe care, din nefericire, nu toti
crestinii 1l impartasesc. Identitatea credintei ortodoxe
e Tnsd strans legata de preacinstirea Maicii Domnului.
in cultul Bisericii, in iconografia Bisericii, i In inimile
crestinilor ortodocsi practicanti Maica Domnului e la
ea acasd!... Aici, pe continentul american Maica
Domnului continud s ne dea nenumarate semne ale
lucrarii ei tainice $i minunate. Ajunge sa va reamintesc
de icoana facdtoare de minuni a Maicii Domnului de
la manastirea noastra inaltarea Domnului de la De-
troit, apoi, de icoana Vetrei, care o are reprezentata pe
Maica Domnului intinzandu-si acoperamantul ei “cel
mai lat decat norii” peste sediul Episcopiei noastre.
Acest acoperamant al Maicii Domnului peste Vatra
Romdneascd ne-a pazit cu sigurantd si noud pana
astdzi, in chip vazut sau nevazut, identitatea de romani
ortodocsi, de crestini care prin specificitatea noastra
fmbogatim spiritualitatea continentului american de
mai bine de o sutd de ani incoace. Si tot ea este cea
care cu sigurantd ne-a deschis oportunitatea pe care
dorim sa o fructificim In aceste vremuri, aceea de a
intdari unitatea de credintd a romanilor ortodocsi
americani sub o singurd jurisdictie, in comuniune cu
Biserica mama, cu Biserica Ortodoxa Romana.

Pentru a trdi insa in comuniune de viatd cu Maica
Domnului, prin Bisericd, e necesar sa trudim “‘cu timp
si fara timp” la desdvarsirea noastra spirituala, luptand
cu pacatul in orice chip ar fi aceasta. Tot Sfantul
Siluan Athonitul spunea la un moment dat: “Ah, daca
am sti cum iubeste Prea Sfanta pe toti cei ce pazesc
poruncile lui Hristos si cum compatimeste si sufera
pentru cei ce nu se cdiesc!...”. Adeseori auzim in jurul
nostru de oameni care sufera. Suferd oamenii si se
intreabd: de ce sufera? Asumind o intreaga teologie
patristicd de pana la el, Nicolae Cabasila, acest stralucit
teolog nascut in Tesalonic (Grecia) in secolul
paisprezece, avea sd afirme ca pacatul e radacina oricarei
dureri. Sa incercam fiecare, sa fugim de pdcate, pe de
o parte, pentru a fi indragiti de Maica Domnului, dupa
cuvantul Sfantului Siluan Athonitul, iar pe de alta,
pentru a avea parte de cat mai putina durere in aceasta
lume. Important este In acest context, sa ne reamintim
o vorba a Sfantului Ioan Gura de Aur, care afirma
faptul cd singurul remediu impotriva durerii In aceasta
lume, 1l constituie viata virtuoasa, adica viata crestina
asumati in mod practic. In acest periplu al nostru de
dobandire a unei vieti virtuoase, principalul sprijin ne
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vine din partea Maicii Domnului, care, dupa cuvantul
Stantului Grigorie Palama “stind intre Dumnezeu si
neamul omenesc, pe Dumnezeu L-a facut fiu al omului,
iar pe oameni i-a facut fii ai lui Dumnezeu”.

Din punct de vedere calendaristic, ne aflam nu departe
de sfarsitul anului bisericesc, data de 1 septembrie
marcand inceputul noului an bisericesc. Si pentru a
observa cda nimic nu este intdmpldtor in randuiala
Bisericii, va amintesc faptul ca atat sfarsitul, cat si
inceputul anului bisericesc sunt marcate de cite un
praznic al Maicii Domnului. Pe data de 15 august
praznuim Adormirea Nascdtoarei de Dumnezeu, iar
pe data de 8 septembrie avem Nasterea Maicii
Domnului. Iatd, asadar, cum Maica Domnului uneste
in chip simbolic sub acoperdméntul ei intreaga
desfasurare a timpului liturgic din cadrul unui an
bisericesc.

Pentru ca ne-am referit la cinstirea Maicii Domnului,
e potrivit sa ne intrebam 1n ce fel, aceastd cinstire pe
care noi i-o aducem aici, pe continentul american,
celei ce este “Maica a Ziditorului”, ne influenteaza
sau nu viata de zi cu zi? in primul rand, suntem
incredintati cd cinstindu-o pe Maica Domnului, il avem
mai aproape de noi pe Fiul ei. O, cum sa nu se bucure
un fiu de cinstea pe care oamenii o revarsa asupra unei
mame? Cu atat mai mult dragilor, daca acel fiu este
insusi Fiul lui Dumnezeu, Mantuitorul lumii!... Astfel,
avandu-L pe Hristos intre noi, prin mijlocirea Maicii
Sale, putem sa trdim mult mai profund in unitate unii
cu ceilalti, sa trecem peste neintelegeri marunte si sa
fructificim doar ceea ce ne uneste. In al doilea rand,
cinstirea Maicii Domnului ne determina sd ne gandim
mai mult la viata de dincolo, spre care ea ne indruma,
sa constientizam ca viata nu se termind aici. De aceea
in unele icoane Maica Domnului e infatisata
indrumandu-ne cu mana spre Fiul ei, icoane cunoscute
dupd denumirea de Odighitria (cea care indruma sau
indrumatoarea). Asadar, omul “nu trdieste pe pamant
doar pentru a ridica imperii si civilizatii, ci si pentru
a-L intilni pe Hristos”,? spre care Maica Domnului ne
indruma in permanentd, bine stiind ca “fiecare ora
traita ne apropie de ultima”.

In aceasti perioada de cinstire a Maicii Domnului,
sd-1 rugam si noi pe Mantuitorul Hristos sd ne daruiasca
intelepciunea necesard ajungerii la “limanul mantuirii”,
dupa cuvantul Psalmistului, care spune: “Invatd-ne sa
socotim bine zilele noastre, ca sd dobandim o inima
inteleapta” (Ps. 90, 12).si inchei cu nadejdea in purtarea
de grijd a Maicutei noastre sfinte Fecioara Maria,
cantandu-i:

Bucura-te bucuria noastra, care intru adormirea ta
nu ne lasi pe noi.

La multi ani tuturor celor care poarta numele sfant
al Maicii Domnului, Maria sau Marian.

+Irineu Duvlea,
Episcop de Dearborn Heights si vicar al
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméane din America
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ViziTA INALT PREA SFINTITULUI ARHIEPISCOP
NATHANIEL IN PAROHIA “BUNA VESTIRE” DIN
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

A devenit o traditie ca
tinerii aflati la tabard de
educatie religioasd de la
Vatra sd viziteze pentru
slujba de duminica una din
Parohiile din apropierea
Vetrei. Anul acesta, ca si
anul trecut, tinerii aflati in
tabara de la Vatra, categoria
seniori (14-17 ani) au vizitat
Parohia “Buna Vestire” din
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Daca anul trecut vizita lor
a fost binecuvintata de
prezenta Prea Sfintitului
Episcop Vicar Irineu, anul
acesta, Parohia ‘‘Buna
Vestire” din Grand Rapids,
s-a bucurat ca impreund cu
tinerii de la tabdara sa
primeascd vizita Inalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop
Nathaniel.

In dimineta zilei de 20 iulie, tinerii de la Vatra au
plecat impreuna cu Parintele Anton Frunza cu doua
microbuze de 15 pasageri spre Grand Rapids. Dupa
aproape doua ore s-a ajuns in Grand Rapids. Tinerii
Tmbrécati 1n straie de sdrbdtoare, s-au inchinat la sfintele
icoane si au asteptat alaturi de credinciosii din Grand
Rapids sosirea Inalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop
Nathaniel. Intre timp, a sosit din Chicago si Pirintele
George Ursache. Impreuni cu Parintele Anton Frunzi,
parohul locului, Parintele George Ursache a intimpinat
pe Inalt Prea Sfintitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel cu Sf.
Evanghelie si Sf. Cruce. Apoi, familia loan si Gabriela
Tuga cu prunca Izabela, imbrdcati In frumoase cos-
tume populare din Maramures au intAmpinat cu sare si
paine pe Vladicul, urdndu-i bun venit in Parohia din
Grand Rapids. Dupa aceea, copiii din Parohie imbracati
in frumos port national romanesc au inmanat flori
Arhipastorului.

Dupd ce Vladicul s-a imbracat in vesmintele
arhieresti, a inceput Sfinta Liturghie Arhiereasca, iar
tinerii de la tabara, impreuna cu credinciosii din Grand
Rapids, au dat rispunsurile. In altar a ajutat alituri de
copii de altar si DI. Richard Grabowsky de la Cancelaria
Episcopiei. Dupa Sf. Liturghie, Vladicul a rostit un
frumos cuvant de invatatura, atat pentru tinerii aflati
in vizita cat si pentru credinciosii din Grand Rapids.
Apoi, Arhiereul a binecuvantat noul iconostas si
mobilierul bisericii, vorbind tinerilor prezenti despre
munca depusa de credinciosii din Grand Rapids pentru
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construirea bisericii. Cu acest prilej, Arhiepiscopul
Nathaniel a aratat celor prezenti ca dincolo de locasul
de cult in care ne adunam duminica de duminica,
adevarata Bisericd ca institutie divino-umanad este
formatd din multimea credinciosilor adunati in
rugdciune si comuniune de dragoste crestind. Fiind
sarbatoarea Sf. Prooroc Ilie Tezviteanul, Vladicul a
vorbit despre viata Sfantului si rolul sfintilor in viata
Bisericii si a crestinilor, stropind apoi cu Aghiazma
Mare biserica, multimea credinciosilor si masinile celor
prezenti. O traditionald fotografie cu toti cei prezenti
s-a facut in fata bisericii spre amintire peste timp.
A urmat o traditionald agapa in sala sociald a bisericii
oferitd de catre Familiile Corniciuc Dan si Emilia,
Strajeriu Florin si Gabriela,Vlasin Lucian si Adriana,
prilej pentru credinciosii din Grand Rapids sa discute
cu Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel. Prin purtarea de grija a
Iui Dumnezeu, de binecuvantarile Vladicului s-a
Tmpartasit tanarul Catdlin Bugan, locotenent in Armata
SUA, venit in permisie din Irak. Dupa ce s-a intretinut
si cu familiile Presedintelui Consiliului Parohial, DI.
Florin Stréjeriu si a Pregedintei Reuniunii de Doamne,
Dna. Elena Prisecaru, Inaltul oaspete si-a luat ramas
bun de la cei prezenti binecuvantindu-i si amintind
tinerilor si celor doi preoti cd se vor revedea la Vatra
Romaéneascd a doua zi. In urma vladicului a ramas
familia credinciosilor din Grand Rapids dand slava
lui Dumnezeu pentru binecuvantarile primite si
pregitind cele necesare pentru cina tinerilor din tabdra
de educatie religioasa de la Vatra.
Participant
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AL 76-LLEA CONGRES AL EPISCOPIEI

Conferinta Clerului: 3 iulie

Clerul Episcopiei s-a ntalnit in sedintd joi, 3 iulie in
cadrul Conferintei anuale, in sala Centrului Valerian D.
Trifa. Dupa ce au fost prezentati clericii noi din Episcopie,
s-a cantat troparul pentru cei adormiti intru Domnul,
vrednicii de pomenire Episcopul Policarp, Arhiepiscopul
Valerian, precum si pentru toti ceilalti membri ai clerului
raposati.

Intre problemele discutate au fost: invitatia adresati
de cidtre membrii Manastirii indltarea Domnului din
Detroit catre Parohiile si Misiunile din Episcopie de a
cumpara luménari fabricate la Manastire; conferinta si
simpozionul religios-duhovnicesc ale clerului programate
pentru zilele de 3-7 noiembrie in Phoenix; indrumari
privind frecventa Tainei Sf. Maslu; practica inacceptabild
de a se alege diaconi 1n locul delegatilor laici la Congresul
Episcopiei. Directiva pastorald a vrednicului de pomenire
Ahiepiscop Valerian cu privire la frecventa Spovedaniei
a fost ditribuita tuturor clericilor. Ghidul pentru clerici
al Bisericii Ortodoxe in America, in engleza si romana
a fost distribuit celor doritori, precum si brosura intitulata
“Introducere asupra metodelor parlamentare folosite in
Episcopie”. Clericii au fost atentionati asupra faptului
cd nu pot invita preoti sau arhierei in parohiile lor fara
binecuvantarea Arhiepiscopului. Procedura de urmat
este urmatoarea: invitatiile cdtre arhierei se adreseaza
de citre Inalt Prea Sfintitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, iar
cele cdtre preoti se adreseaza de catre Arhiepisop,
Terarhului de care apartine preotul respectiv.

Sesiunea de dupa-amiaza a Conferintei a fost dedicata
discutiilor cu privire la “Propunerea pentru stabilirea
unei Mitropolii Ortodoxe Romane in America.” Parintele
Protoiereu Laurentiu Lazar a prezentat cele 20 de puncte
ale propunerii. Au urmat intrebari din partea clerului si
explicatii din partea celor cinci membri ai Comisiei de
Dialog, precum si discutii pe marginea acestei propuneri.

Sedinta Consiliului Episcopal: 3 iulie

Consiliul Episcopal s-a intdlnit in sedinta de lucru,
joi seara, in sala Centrului Valerian D. Trifa. Au
participat: Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, Episcopul vicar
Irineu, Preotii Lazar, Grama, Berger, Treff, Stafiuc si
laicii: Bdlan, Balanean, Cantor, Carabind, Fatsy, Mer-
chant, Thetford, Tipa, Young, Vatamanu si din oficiu:
Price, Nemes, Micldu, Ungrin, precum si consilierii
legali ai Episcopiei: Pac-Urar si Regule. Au participat,
de asemenea, membrii Cancelariei, Arhidiaconul Oancea
si casierul asistent Chestnut, directorul Departamentului
Misiunilor, Parintele Mitescu si membrii Comisiei de
Dialog, Preotii Rosco si Pac-Urar. S-a discutat si aprobat
Raportul cédtre Congres pe anul 2008, precum si bugetul
pe anul 2009. Intrucat salariile Prea Sfintitului Episcop
Irineu si ale Ierodiaconului Sebastian au fost marite Tn
urma ultimei sedinte a Consiliului, s-a decis ca si salariile
Arhiepiscopului Nathaniel, Cancelarului Episcopiei
Arhidiaconul David Oancea si ale Casierului Asistent
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Mark Chestnut sa fie marite cu 5%, retroactiv cu luna
ianuarie. Consiliul a ratificat vanzarea cladirii Parohiei
din Assiniboia, SK si cumpararea unei biserici de catre
Misiunea Sf. Paraschiva din Phoenix, AZ. A fost acreditat
pentru Congres, Cancelarul Episcopiei, Arhidiaconul
David Oancea. Alte petitii pentru acreditare, in princi-
pal din partea clerului din misiuni au fost respinse.
Regulamentele Episcopiei autorizeaza Consiliul Epis-
copal sa acrediteze sau nu clericii din cadrul Episcopiei,
dar nu precizeaza pe ce baze se poate aproba sau respinge
acreditarea lor. Cererile Misiunilor Sf. Mihail si Gavril
din Orlando, FL, Sf. Paraschiva din Phoenix, AZ si Sf.
Toan Evanghelistul din Toronto, ON de a fi acceptate ca
parohii au fost aprobate.

Au urmat dicutii indelungate cu privire la
recomandadrile Comisiei de Dialog in legdturd cu
“Propunerea de stabilire a Mitropoliei Ortodoxe Roméane
in America”. Intrucit pani la miezul noptii nu s-a ajuns
la un consens cu privire la aceste recomandari, discutiile
au fost amanate pentru a doua zi, pentru a da timp unora
dintre membrii Consiliului sa se intdlneasca si sd revada
procesul verbal al sedintei de Consiliu din 31 mai la
care a fost discutata “Propunerea” initial.

Sesiunile Congresului Episcopiei: 4 iulie

Lucririle Congresului au fost deschise prin rugaciunea
de invocare a Sfantului Duh, de citre Inalt Prea Sfinitul
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. Intrucit delegatii prezenti au
fost In unanimitate de acord, s-a hotardt filmarea
sesiunilor de lucru ale Congresului. Fiind prezenti 105
delegati, lucrarile Congresului au fost declarate deschise.
Au fost apoi ratificate hotararile Consiliului Episcopal
de a recunoaste Misiunile Sf. Arh. Mihail si Gavril din
Orlando, FL, Sf. Paraschiva din Phoenix, AZ si Sf. Ioan
Evanghelistul din Toronto, ON ca parohii si a fost
readmisa Parohia Pogordrea Duhului Sfant din
Ridgewood, NY. Delegatii reprezentand noile parohii
au fost aplaudati. Prima sesiune a fost deschisa la ora
11:00 a.m.

S-a cantat apoi troparul pentru cei adormiti pentru
pomenirea Episcopului Policarp, Arhiepiscopului Vale-
rian si a Arhiepiscopilor Kyrill, Peter si Gregory recent
mutati la Domnul, precum si in memoria tuturor clericilor
si delegatilor adormiti intru Domnul. S-a dat citire
scrisorilor primite de la Presedintele Bush, Guvernatoarea
Granholm si scrisorii trimise de Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel
citre Arhiepiscopul Nicolae. S-a aprobat apoi ordinea
de zi a Congresului si procesul verbal al Congresului de
anul trecut. La acest moment se aflau prezenti 115
delegati.

Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a prezentat delegatilor
Cuvantul sdu catre Congres, dupd care a solicitat pe
Parintele Laurentiu Lazar, Secretarul Consiliului Epis-
copal si Presedintele Comisiei de Dialog Comun a
Episcopiei sa dea citire “Propunerii pentru infiintarea
unei Mitropolii Ortodoxe Romane in America”. Fiecare
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dintre delegati a primit o copie a Propunerii cu cele 20
de puncte ale sale. Parintele Lazér a explicat apoi fiecare
dintre cele 20 de puncte.

Sesiunea de dimineatd a primei zile a Congresului s-
a Tncheiat pentru ca delegatii sa participe la slujba Te-
Deumului in cinstea sarbatoririi Zilelor Independentei
Statelor Unite ale Americii si a Canadei, dupd care a
urmat pranzul.

Sesiunea de dupd-amiaza s-a deschis cu 106 delegati
prezenti. Parintele Ian Pac-Urar, membru al Comisiei
de Dialog a fost invitat sd prezideze discutiile
Congresului. Parintele Pac-Urar a dat citire fiecdrui
paragraf al Propunerii si a invitat delegatii sa discute
fiecare dintre cele 20 de puncte. Delegatii care au dorit
sd pund intrebdari 1n scris in mod anonim, au fost invitati
sa depuna intrebarile intr-un cos aflat la intrarea in
bisericd. Au fost Intrebari si discutii la fiecare dintre
cele 20 de puncte. Sesiunea din prima zi a Congresului
s-a incheiat la ora 5:45 p.m.

In seara zilei de 4 iulie, Consiliul Episcopal s-a intalnit
din nou in sala de Conferinte a Cancelariei Episcopiei
si in Sala Mare. Parintele Traian Stafiuc, membru al
Consiliului a fiacut o prezentare cu privire la un “Pro-
gram de Contabilitate pentru Parohii”. Apoi membrii
Consiliului au discutat si aprobat o recomandare catre
Congres 1n ceea ce priveste “‘Propunerea de infiintare a
Mitropoliei”’, recomandare prezentatd a doua zi
Congresului Episcopiei.

Sesiunile Congresului Episcopiei: 5 iulie

Presedintele Congresului a declarat sesiunea de
dimineata deschisd cu un numar de 64 de delegati la ora
9:45 a.m. Parintele Pac-Urar a citit apoi intrebarile
puse in scris, iar membrii Comisiei de Dialog au oferit
rispunsuri. In special au fost puse intrebiri cu privire la
articolele 15, 1, 10 si 6. La ora 10:30 a.m. erau prezenti
101 delegati.

Apoi Congresul a revenit asupra Ordinei de zi normale
a Congresului dupa cum a fost prezentatd in “Raportul
catre al 76-lea Congres, 2008”. Presedintele Congresului
a invitat delegatii la discutii. Dupa sedinta de dimineata
majoritatea Rapoartelor au fost acceptate si bugetele
aprobate pe anul 2009. Sesiunea de dimineata s-a incheiat
la ora 12:40 p.m. Lucrarile de dupa-amiaza ale
Congresului au fost deschise la ora 2:45 p.m. cu 95 de
delegati prezenti. Au fost prezentate cele doud rapoarte
ale Comisiei de Relatii Externe si ale Comisiei de Dia-
log. 110 delegati au fost prezenti.

Pe ordinea de zi, la punctul, propuneri, s-a prezentat
recomandarea Consiliului Episcopal: Facem cunoscut,
faptul ca Consiliul Episcopal recomandd Congresului
sd recunoascd ‘‘Propunerea comund de infiintare a
unei Mitropolii Ortodoxe Romdne in America’’ ca o
bazd acceptabild de a continua munca celor doud Comisii
de Dialog cdtre o propunere finald ce va fi prezentatd
Bisericii Ortodoxe Romdne. Facem cunoscut, de
asemenea, cd Consilul Episcopal recomandd Congresului
Episcopiei, tinind cont de toate prevederile si aspectele
necesare, ca eforturile Comisiei de Dialog Comun pentru
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stabilirea unei Mitropolii pot continua, iar Arhiepiscopul
ca Pregedinte al Congresului va infiinta comitete speciale,

’

adicd: “‘Un Comitet pentru Statut §i Regulamente’’,
“Un Comitet de Jurisprudentd’’, ‘‘Un Comitet
Financiar’’, si oricare alte comitete ar fi necesare pentru
a creea o Mitropolie Ortodoxd Romdnd unificatd in
America. Mai facem cunoscut cd numitele comitete sd
fie infiintate cdt mai curdnd, iar munca lor sd fie
raportatd Consiliului Episcopal, pentru ca astfel sd
poatd fi convocat Un Congres Special al Episcopiei.”’

Votul pentru recomandare s-a facut in mod nominal
si in scris, In mod secret. Fiecare delegat a fost chemat
la masa prezidiului pentru a primi un buletin de vot
oficial pe care fiecare a indicat dacd este sau nu de
acord cu Recomandarea Consiliului. Motiunea a fost
aprobata.

O scrisoare de uari de bine din partea Arhiepiscopului
Nicolae Condrea catre Congres a fost citita, precum si
o a doua scrisoare care afirma: Congresul Arhiepiscopiei
intrunit in sedintd de lucru in aceastd dimineatd (5
iulie) a discutat propunerea Comisiei de Dialog Comun...,
delegatii au decis sd aprobe unanim documentul, in
principiu, si sd autorizeze Comisia de Dialog Comun
sd-si continue munca sa...”’

Inalt Prea Sfintitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, a trimis o
scrisoare Congresului Arhiepiscopiei afirmand:
delegatii au hotdrdt sd recunoascd ‘‘Propunerea’” ca o
bazd acceptabild de continuare a muncii Comisiei de
Dialog Comun cdtre o propunere finald ce va fi
prezentatd Bisericii Ortodoxe Romdne’’

Apoi, un oaspete deosebit, DI. Radu 2lerban,
stranepotul Episcopului Policarp, a prezentat in limbile
englezd si romand, un material documentar video cu
privire la viata Episcopului Policarp. Prezentarea sa a
fost intdmpinata cu aplauze. Apoi, Presedintele
Congresului a multumit Parohiei Pogorarea Duhului
Sfant din Warren, Michigan pentru gazduirea
Congresului, Reuniunii de Doamne a Parohiei Nasterea
Domnului din Chicago, IL, care au pregatit cafeaua si
dulciurile si, in anticipatie, Corului “Valerian D. Trifa”
al Catedralei Sf. Gheorghe din Southfield, Michigan,
pentru cantarile de la Sf. Liturghie de duminica.
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a multumit Secretarului
Consiliului, Parintelui Lazir, membrilor Cancelariei si
Prea Sfintitului Episcop Irineu pentru munca lor in
slujba Episcopiei.

Seara, Ansamblul Folcloric “Doina” din Canton, Ohio,
a oferit un program de dans si cAdntec romanesc, dupa
care cei prezenti au dansat pe muzica formatiei
“Transilavania” din Cleveland, Ohio.

Sf. Liturghie de duminica 6 iulie.

Clericii si credinciosii s-au rugat Tmpreuna in cadrul
Sf. Liturghii Arhieresti prezidate de citre Inalt Prea
Sfintitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, asistat de citre protoierei,
preoti si opt diaconi. Inainte de Sf. Liturghie, inalt Prea
Sfintitul a hirotesit ca iconomi stravofori pe Parintii
Michael Lupu, Protopop al Canadei de Vest, lonel

Cont. la pag. 24
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EDUCAREA CRESTINA A FAMILIEI

Tulie

Sfantul Mucenic Calinic
Sfantul Mucenic Valentin
Si cei impreuna cu dansul

Sfantul Mucenic Calinic s-a ndscut in Cilicia din
parinti crestini. Pentru cd propovaduia crestinismul, a
fost arestat si chinuit. Pentru cd nu a vrut sa renunte la
crestinism, a fost batut cu vine de bou, spanzurat de
lemn si trupul i-a fost zgariat cu piepteni de fier. Si
pentru ca dupa toate aceste chinuri, Calinic tot nu a vrut
sa aduca jertfa zeilor, a fost condamnat sa fie Tncaltat
cu ghete de fier in care se pusesera cuie mari, ascutite
si sa alerge astfel 80 de stadii paAnd la o cetate numita
Gangra unde sa fie ucis prin ardere. Ordinul era ca,
soldatii calari, alergdnd cu vitezd mare sa-1 pund pe
mucenic sa alerge inaintea lor, iar daca din cauza durerii
nu va putea alerga mai repede decat caii sa fie biciuit.
Cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu, Mucenicul Calinic a reusit
sa alerge chiar mai bine decdt i se cerea si astfel a
strabdtut o bucatd mare de drum. Dar fiind foarte cald
si neavand apa, soldatii si caii s-au deshidratat fiind in
pericol de moarte. Disperati de situatia grava in care se
aflau, soldatii I-au rugat pe Calinic sa se roage la zeul
sau, adicd la Dumnezeu sa le dea apa. Iar lui Calinic i
s-a facut mila de oameni si de animale si a hotarat sa-
i ajute. Deci s-a dus langd o piatrd si rugandu-se lui
Dumnezeu din piatra aceea a iesit un izvor cu multa
apd. Si au bdut oamenii si caii si s-au saturat si lI-au
preamadrit pe Domnul. Apoi, ajungind in cetatea unde
Mucenicul trebuia sa fie ucis, soldatii sovaiau sa-si
implineasca porunca, dar ordinul trebuia executat. Si
au aprins un cuptor si Calinic a fost pus langa usa
cuptorului. Iar el, dupd ce s-a rugat lui Dumnezeu a
intrat in cuptor si s-a culcat. Iar dupa ce s-a stins focul,
trupul Mucenicului Calinic a fost aflat intreg, nears, si
a fost inmormantat cu cinste de catre dreptcredinciosi.

Sfantul mucenic Calinic se sarbatoreste pe 29 iulie in
fiecare an.

Sfantul Valentin a fost episcop 1n cetatea Interama
din Umbria, Italia si avea darul vindecarii bolnavilor.
Auzind de acest dar al sdau, un orator vestit, pe nume
Craton, 1-a chemat si-i vindece fiul care era grav bolnav
de 3 ani fard nici o speranta de vindecare. La intAimplarile
care au urmat au fost de fata si 3 tineri invédtacei greci
care veniserd sa invete la Roma si stateau in gazda la
Craton. Sfantul Valentin a venit la bolnav, dar Intii a
stat de vorba cu tatal lui. I-a vorbit despre crestinism si
a observat cidt de greu 1i era lui Craton, cu mintea
incurcatd n filosofie sd nteleagd invatitura crestind si
sd aibd atdta credintd cit era necesara pentru vindecarea
fiului sdu. Valentin i-a explicat: “...la nevoie si la trebuinta
sanatatii, credinta cuiva poate sd ajute altuia. Prin aceasta
tatil ajuti fiului, sora, fratelui, si stipanul slugii.... insi
se intampld si aceasta, ca necredinta cuiva sia aduca
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vatdmare asupra altora; cd si necredinta unui om ca a

lui Faraon, a adus felurite pedepse asupra Egiptului...”

( Vietile Sfintilor pe Iulie). Observand, totusi, dorinta

tatdlui de a crede desavarsit, Sf. Valentin a spus ca

badiatul se poate vindeca prin credinta lui, a Sf. Valentin,
care se va ruga pentru aceasta, iar Craton a promis ca
dacd vindecarea va avea loc, el si toatd casa lui se vor
boteza. Dupa multe rugédciuni, Herimon, fiul lui Craton

s-a facut sdnatos. Atunci toti cei din casa lui Craton s-

au botezat, inclusive cei 3 tineri ce venisera sa studieze.

Dupa aceastd minune, baiatul botezat si cei 3 tineri au

inceput sa propovaduiascd crestinismul, intorcand pe

multi din cei de varsta lor la Dumnezeu. Si pentru ca
insusi Avundie, fiul eparhului s-a botezat, Sf. Valentin

a fost arestat, dar si din puscarie el 1i incuraja pe

crestini.Atunci, din ordinul eparhului, a fost scos noaptea

din cetate, pe ascuns, si i s-a tdiat capul. Cei 3 tineri i-

au luat trupul, l-au Tnmormantat si la mormant se

stringeau crestinii sd se roage. Pentru aceasta, eparhul

a ordonat ca tot noaptea, fara judecata si fara ca lumea

sa stie, s fie ucisi si cei 3 tineri. Iar fiul eparhului a luat

trupurile celor trei si le-a inmormantat 1Anga mormantul

Stantului Valentin.

Sfantul Mucenic Valentin si cei impreuna cu dansul
se sarbatoresc pe 30 Iulie.

intrebiri pentru parinti:

- Oare cum ne purtdm noi cu cei ce ne fac rdu sau cu
cei ce stim cd se pregétesc sa ne faca rau? Cum am
fi procedat noi daca am fi fost in locul mucenicului
Calinic? Nu cumva am fi spus: “Doamne, sa nu dai
nici un strop de apa! Eu de murit tot mor, dar asa i
iau si pe dstia dupa mine!” Sa fim cinstiti, cred ca
asa am spune. Probabil cd si-a pus amprenta pe
sufletele noastre si cultura lumii in care trdim, si
filmele in care invingitorul e cel care scoate primul
pistolul. Am fi avut noi mild de oameni si animale?
Nu cumva, incet si fard sd ne dim seama ne-am
dezumanizat? Imi amintesc cind ziarele discutau o
situatie iesitda din comun: un grup de turisti, care mai
aveau putin pana sa ajunga pe varful muntelui Everest
au Intdlnit in drum un alt turist cdruia i se facuse rdu
din cauza ndltimii mari, era Tn pericol de moarte,
avea nevoie de ajutor, dar nimeni nu s-a oprit sa-1
ajute. Nu puteam intelege aceasta si am cerut parerea
unui alpinist. “E usor sa judeci de la distantd, mi-a
zis el. Turistii platisera bani multi si daca se opreau
sa ajute pierdeau din timp si nu mai puteau sd ajunga
pe varf.” “Si dacd nu ajungeau pe varf, ce?” “Nu mai
pot sd se laude!” O logicd rasucitd. Dar unde este

Cont. la pag. 24
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EDUCAREA CRESTINA A FAMILIEI

August
Sfanta Mucenita Teodora de la Sihla
7 august

Sfanta Teodora de la Sihla s-a ndscut in satul Vandtori-
Neamt, Moldova, din parinti crestini. Parintii ei au
cdsdtorit-o, dar neavand copiii, cu acordul sotului ei s-
a calugarit, iar dupa 2 ani s-a dus si sotul ei la un schit
de barbati. Dupd un timp, navidlind turcii si arzand
schitul in care trdia Sfanta Teodora, aceasta a fugit
fmpreund cu stareta Tn muntii Vrancei unde duceau o
viatd cialugdreasca 1n post si rugdciune infruntand toate
greutdtile vietii in sdlbadticie. Dupd moartea staretei s-
a retras singura intr-o pestera din muntii Sihlei, langa
manastirea Sihdstria unde trdia Tn post si rugdciune
ducand o viatd asprd, nestiutd de nimeni decit de
duhovnicul ei. Dar murind si duhovnicul a ramas singura
si uitatd de lume. “Cu timpul i s-au rupt si hainele, iar
ca hrani avea doar micris, fructe de pidure si alune. In
aceastd scoala a linistii si a nevointei a dobandit cuvioasa
darul rugaciunii de foc, care se lucreaza in inima, darul
lacrimilor, al rabdarii si al negraitei iubiri de Dumnezeu.”
(Vietil Sfintilor pe August)

Navalind turcii din nou, Sfinta Teodora a fugit in
pesterd, dar ei vazand-o, au alergat dupa dansa vrand sa
o prindd. Ea s-a rugat lui Dumnezeu sa o scape si
Dumnezeu a facut o minune: stinca din fundul pesterii
despicandu-se, sfanta a putut fugi in padure, scapand
astfel de batjocura turcilor. Cei ce viziteazd pestera
Sfintei Teodora pot vedea stinca, gauritd, din fundul
pesterii. “In aceastid pesterd s-a nevoit Sfanta Teodora
in ultimii ani ai vietii sale, rugdndu-se neincetat lui
Dumnezeu cu rugiciunea cea de taind a inimii, incat i
se lumina fata, iar trupul ei se ridica de la pamant,
asemenea Sfintei Maria Egipteanca. Din timp in timp
pasdrile cerului 1i aduceau in ciocurile lor, prin voia
Domnului, faramaturi de paine de la trapeza schitului,
iar apa bea din scorbura unei stinci din apropiere, numita
pana astazi ‘Fantana Sfintei Teodora’.” (Vietile Sfintilor
pe August)

Sfanta Teodora de la Sihla a stiut dinainte cand va fi
sfarsitul vietii ei paméantesti si s-a rugat la Dumnezeu
sd-i trimita un preot pentru a se spovedi si Tmpartasi. Si
s-a facut ca staretul mandstirii Sihdstria, observand ca
pasdrile zburau intr-o anumitd directie dupa ce luau
fardmituri de paine, a trimis doi cdlugdri sd cerceteze,
iar acestia au gasit-o pe Sfianta Teodora rugandu-se,
luminata si ridicatd de la pamant. Dupa trecerea din
viata aceasta, trupul sfintei a fost agsezat in pestera in
care traise. Si se faceau multe minuni acolo. Apoi
moastele au fost puse intr-o bisericutd mica, de acolo
au puse 1n racld de argint in satul bisericii Miclauseni-
Tasi. “Iar in anul 1856 moastele sfintei Teodora au fost
date manastirii Pecersca din Kiev in schimbul unor
vesminte din fir” (Vietile Sfintilor pe August. )
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Sfanta Teodora de la Sihla se sarbatoreste in fiecare
an pe 7 August.

intrebiri pentru parinti:

- Citind mai multe vieti ale sfintilor care s-au nevoit in
pustie, am observat, oare, cd atunci cand stiu ca li se
apropie sfarsitul vietii acestia se roagd la Dumnezeu
sd le trimitd un preot pentru a se spovedi si primi
sfanta impartdsanie? Cat de mult ne ingrijim noi de
cei din familia noastra si mai ales bolnavii si batranii
nostri sa primeacd sfanta impartisanie? Poate, unii
batrani nu pot merge la bisericd, dar dacd preotul
este chemat poate veni acasa sau la spital pentru a
salva un suflet. Din pacate cunosc foarte multe cazuri
in care preotul este chemat abia cand bolnavul e
inconstient, in coma sau sub medicatie prea puternica
pentru a se mai putea spovedi si lua sfinta
Tmpartdsanie. E o situatie dureroasa pentru familie,
pentru preot pentru cd nu poate salva un suflet si
pentru sufletul muribundului. De ce n-au chemat
preotul mai devreme? De ce persoana X sau y nu s-
a spovedit si Tmpartasit de atita amar de vreme?
Unora le e frica sa se spovedeasca si sa se
Tmpartdseascd crezand cd aceasta se face numai daca
astepti sa mori. Dar copiii de ce se impartasesc?
Nimeni nu asteaptd sa-i moara copiii. Dar daca, batran
sau bolnav fiind, mori fard sd mai ai timp sa te
spovedesti si Tmpartasesti? Cum pot oamenii sa se
joace cu sufletele lor ? Fratii mei, parintii nostri, mai
buni sau mai rdi, ne-au crescut asa cum au putut si ei.
Poate nu mai au curajul sia priveasca realitatea in
fatd, poate le e fricd, poate sunt prea slabiti sau poate
nu vor sda ne necdjeasca cerdndu-ne sd-i ducem la
biserica sd se spovedeasca si sa se impartiaseasca. Ei
ne-au ajutat cand eram mici, e rindul nostru sa-i
ajutam acum si vom da socoteala inaintea lui
Dumnezeu daca nu o vom face. Si ce poate fi mai
important in lumea aceasta, decat un suflet de om?

- Nu este oare 0o amara ironie cd moastele unei sfinte
care a dus o viata atita de asprd in padure incat si
hainele de pe diansa se rupsesera de atdta purtat, nu
este dureros ca aceste sfinte moaste facatoare de
minuni au fost luate din tara si de la poporul ei si
vandute pe niste haine impodobite frumos care,
probabil, au mucegdit de mult? Cat de rau ne-a lovit
mandria umana!

- Dar oare noi, si mai ales femeile si adolescentii nu
suntem cumva victimele acestei mandrii fard seaman,
nu ludm o parte prea mare din venitul familiei pentru
a ne imbraca dupa ultima moda si nu rddem de cei
Tmbrécati mai modest? si cind mergem la bisericd ne

Cont. la pag. 24
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vedem de rugdciunile noastre sau ne uitim sd vedem

cine si-a cumparat o rochie noud, o paldrie noud sau

cum si-a schimbat pieptdnatura x sau y?

Ma aflam odata intr-un oras strdin, intr-o biserica
strdind. Ma asezasem in randul din fata si, pacat izvorat
din neliniste si curiozitate, in loc sd ma concentrez la
slujbd, am aruncat o privire in spate. In multimea de
oameni imbricati cu ce aveau mai bun, mi-a atras privirea
o femeie ca la 60 de ani, cu pullover galben, invechit si
o fusta de plastic cu flori la moda acum 20 de ani. Tipul
mamei cu copii mari, poate bunicd, desigur, emigranta,
care dacd si-a cumpdrat odatd haine (fie ele si de mana
a doua) nu-si mai cumpdrad altele cat timp primele nu s-
au rupt. Avea parul scurt, putin vopsit, probabil la
insistentele copiiilor sd nu-i faca de rds. Fata ei, fard
pudrd sau ruj, avea riduri adanci, grele, purtdnd grijile
intregii familiii. Parcd nu vedea pe nimeni din jur, trdia,
intens, rugdciunea, se ruga, probabil, pentru copii si
nepoti care sunt prea “ocupati” sa vind la bisericd. Era
doar ea si Dumnezeu, parcd o simteai comunicand cu
El, spunindu-i necazurile si cerind milad pentru familia
ei. Era ceva greu de exprimat, dar stiai ca era ceva real,
o trdire spirituald reald si nu teatru sau autosugestie.M-
am uitat in jur: oameni cu haine elegante si privirile
goale, cu ganduri aiurea, autofelicitindu-se ca au facut
efortul sa vind la bisericd, deci, avand dreptul sa-si
asume titlul de “buni crestini”. “Sd nu judeci!” mi-am
spus in gind , intorcAndu-mi privirea spre altar. Si abia
atunci mi-am dat seama cat de mica sunt in credinta mea
si mi-am dorit ca femeia cu pullover galben sd puna o
vorbd bund si pentru mine cand voi ajunge “dincolo”.

Maica Preoteasa

Dumnezeu care le dd absolut tot ce vor, nu conteaza
daca ceea ce cer e bun sau rau, un Dumnezeu adaptat
la cerintele lor, care niciodatd nu pedepseste, care nu
interzice nimic pentru cd, vai de mine, dacd nu le
convine cautd alti dumnezei pentru ca lumea e plina
de tot felul de “religii” si doar trdim intr-o lume
liberd. Ba, la nevoie mai este si Harry Potter! Dar ce
se intdmpld cu copiii nostri cand vad o boald grea in
familie, un deces sau o altd incercare? Cred ei destul
de mult in Dumnezeu pentru a alerga la Dansul sa-i
ceard ajutorul, sau cand au mai multd nevoie, exact
atunci se despart de Dumnezeu? Nu cumva credinta
noastrd a fost prea mica si din cauza aceasta credinta
copiilor nostri este si mai mica? Mama mea, Dumnezeu
sd o ierte, a nascut 7 copii. Cand a murit mai avea
doar 2. “Asa a vrut Dumnezeu” zicea, cu bunul simg
al omului simplu. La 93 de ani, spre disperarea surorii
medicale, tinea post si desi avea diabet, nimeni nu o
putea face sd méanance inainte de impartasanie. Voi
putea eu sd fiu ca mama mea? Nu stiu. Dar am un
exemplu. Dar ce exemplu dim noi copiilor nostri?
Maica Preoteasa

Educarea Crestina a Familiei
— Tulie —
Cont. de la pag. 22

iubirea de oameni? Oare nu ar fi potrivit sa discutdm
cu copii nostri aceste moduri opuse de a gandi despre
dragostea fatd de oameni? Pentru a nu fi total
dezamagiti despre lumea in care trdim, trebuie sa
precizez cd ziarele, ulterior, au scris despre un alpin-
ist canadian care. Intr-o situatie similard a renuntat
sd ajungd pe varf si s-a oprit sd ajute o altd persoand,
salvandu-i viata.

- Oare credinta noastrd in Dumnezeu este desavarsita?
Daca privim cinstit in sufletele noastre, presupun ca
rdspunsul este: nu. Noi credem cd suntem crestini
buni pentru cd ne ducem la biserica (unii mai des,
altii mai rar) pentru ca ne spunem rugdciunile (chiar
dacd mintea aleargd pe unde aleargd), pentru cd, din
cand in cind, pe langa sport, scoald, bani, masind,
filme, mai le mai vorbim copiilor si despre Dumnezeu.
Dar nu cumva le vorbim despre un Dumnezeu putin
adaptat la viziunile societdtii contemporane, un
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Cudritescu, Protopop al Canadei de Est, Vasile Barsan
si Nicolae Stoleru.

La sfarsitul Slujbei, Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a impartit
Sf. Mir din partea Bisericii Ortodoxe in America, preotilor
care aveau nevoie. Cel de-al 76-lea Congres al Episcopiei
s-a incheiat cu traditionalul banchet festiv. Dam slava
lui Dumnezeu pentru vremea deosebit de frumoasa din
tmpul celor 4 zile ale Congresului, multumind tuturor
celor care s-au straduit ca Vatra sd arate Tn bund randuial,
delegatilor si oaspetilor care au paticipat la aceste
evenimente s§i care s-au intors la casele lor sub
binecuvantirile lui Dumnezeu.

Participant
SOLIA — THE HERALD Periodicals
PO BOX 185 PostJagfi‘( Paid
at Jackson
GRASS LAKE MI 49240-0185 and additional
USA offices

SOLIA JULY/AUGUST 2008



