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PASTORAL CHANGES

ORDINATIONS
ClUlI, Subdeacon Radu, was ordained to the Holy
Diaconate on September 20, 2015, by His Eminence,
Archbishop NATHANIEL, at St. Nicholas Church,
Troy MI, and assigned there.

RECEIVED / ASSIGNED
CHIRTU, Rev. Fr. Dan Simion, who was attached
to Holy Cross Church, London ON, was assigned
Temporary Administrator of St. Luke the Evangelist
Mission, Markham ON, effective August 15, 2015.
ILIE, Rev. Fr. lulian Vasile, was accepted by the
Episcopate Council on September 3, 2015, from the
Church of Romania, and assigned as Parish Priest of
Holy Archangels Michael & Gabriel Church, Palm
Springs CA, effective October 1, 2015.
LUPESCU, V. Rev. Fr. loan, who was Temporary
Administrator of Holy Nativity Church, Chicago IL,
was assigned Parish Priest, effective October 1, 2015.

RELEASED

DUMITRASCU, Rev. Fr. loan, who is serving as
a Chaplain in the U.S. Air Force, was released at his
own request to Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop of
Washington (OCA), effective October 1, 2015.

STAFIUC, V. Rev. Fr. Traian, who was Parish
Priest of St. Joseph of Maramures Church, Hazleton
PA, was released at his own request to Archbishop
Mark of Philadel phiaand Eastern Pennsylvania(OCA),
effective July 17, 2015.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

(DUVLEA), His Grace IRINEU, Bishop of
Dearborn Heights and Vicar of the Episcopate, was
placed on Leave of Absence, effective September 1,
2015, pending an investigation into allegations of
sexual misconduct by the Office for Review of Sexual
Misconduct Allegations (ORSMA) of the Orthodox
Church in America. His Grace Irineu is presumed
innocent pending the outcome of the investigation,
but he does not have a blessing to serve liturgically

in the Episcopate or at any other location.
Cont. on page 6
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ASSEMBLY OF BisHorsS MEETING VI
CoNcLUDES - HIERARCHS ISSUE MESSAGE
TO THE FAITHFUL

#V8 ASSEMBLY OF CANONICAL
%‘;J&‘ ORTHODOX BISHOPS

= OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

(September 18, 2015) The Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America
concluded its sixth annual meeting on Thursday,
September 17 in Chicago, IL. The Assembly issued a
message to the faithful, which can be read below. In
other business, the Legal Affairs Committee presented
a five-step plan to the Assembly for consideration.
The hierarchs unanimously authorized the committee
to commence with the first three steps of the plan, in
which the committee will assess, gather and analyze
therelevant legal documents of the Assembly’ s various
jurisdictions. The hierarchs also approved the 2016
budget. Before adjourning, the hierarchs chanted the
Apolytikion of Pentecost in six languages. Assembly
VII is tentatively planned for early October 2016.
Documents pertaining to Assembly VI, including the
minutes, 2016 budget and committee reports, will be
forthcoming on the Assembly’s website (assembly-
ofbishops.org).

MESSAGE TO THE FAITHFUL

To our beloved Orthodox Christian faithful throughout
the United States of America:

We know that for those who love God, everything
contributes to the good (Rom. 8.28).

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

We, the members of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America,
gathered in Chicago, lllinois, for our sixth annual
meeting on September 15-17, 2015, greet you with
paternal love, as we offer glory and thanksgiving to
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Forty-five bishops assembled in order to recognize
and affirm our unity in the Orthodox faith, to celebrate
our communion in the Holy Eucharist, to recall what
has been achieved in fraternal collaboration over the
past year and reflect on the challenging work that lies
ahead of us.

We expressour deep gratitudeto all those who labored
for thisyear’sAssembly meeting. The Greek Orthodox
Church of St. John the Baptist in Des Plaines, Illinois,
welcomed us on behalf of His Eminence Metropolitan
lakovos of Chicago for the opening Divine Liturgy.
A specia Pan-Orthodox Doxology was also held at
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the Holy Resurrection Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in
Chicago, lllinois, where we were blessed to sponsor
a Youth Event hosted by His Grace Bishop Longin of
New Gracanica and Midwestern America in order to
communicate with teens and young adults and address
their concerns.

We express our gratitude to Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew for meeting with the Executive Committee
of the Assembly earlier this year and for emphasizing
our unique responsibility —as a significant and repre-
sentative segment of the Orthodox Church throughout
the world—to provide insights about the work of our
Assembly for consideration by our Mother Churches
and by the forthcoming Holy and Great Council of the
Orthodox Autocephal ous Churches, whichis scheduled
to take place in Constantinople on Pentecost 2016.

In the opening session, our chairman Archbishop
Demetrios of Americaunderlined our responsibility as
bishops in reflecting the Gospel message of love and
unity in our own relationships, in our local commu-
nities as well as in the broader, global society. After
hearing the executive reports from the officers of the
Assembly, we turned our attention and deliberation to
matters of canonical regional planning.

The Committee for Canonical Regional Planning,
which met over the course of the past year, took into
consideration the diverse positions of our Churches
in the United States of America and drafted recom-
mendations for discussion and deliberation by all the
hierarchs. Moreover, during the visit of the Assembly
Executive Committee to the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
member hierarchs were reminded by HisAll-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew that the Mother
Churchesare still awaiting from our Assembly a*“plan
to organize all the Orthodox faithful in the region
on a canonical basis’, as per the Chambésy Rules of
Operation.

Thus, in a spirit of mutual trust and fraternal open-
ness, we had the opportunity to listen to one another
and to examine carefully various possibilities and
options to assist in resolving the existing canonical
anomaliesin the United States through the perspective
of Orthodox ecclesiology and canon law and with a
view to recent immigration trends. In this regard, we
confirmed our commitment to working together with
greater cooperation and coordination on the future of
a more unified Orthodox Church in this nation.

The final sessions were dedicated to pastoral issues
and practices related to marriage and divorce in an

Cont. on page 9
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83RD EpiscOPATE CONGRESS HIGHLIGHTS

Clergy and Delegates surrounding His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, following the Hierarchal

Divine Liturgy at St. Mary Cathedral (Cleveland) on Sunday, September 6, 2015.

The 83" Episcopate Congresswas held in Cleveland,
Ohio from September 3-6, 2015. St. Mary Cathedral
hosted the event. On Thursday morning, the clergy
attended the Divine Liturgy. Following breakfast, the
clergy met in the atrium of the Cathedral’s Cultural
Center for the annual clergy conference. At the open-
ing of the conference, Archbishop Nathaniel referred
to the statement posted on the Episcopate website
regarding His Grace, Bishop Irineu (see http://roea.
org/news_150901_2.html).

Various matters were discussed, and the Archbishop
introduced guests Rev. Fr. loan & Psa. Maria Popescu
from Mannheim, Germany, who addressed the clergy
regarding their experience of serving Romanian immi-
grants outside the borders of Romania. In the afternoon,
the two candidatesfor Auxiliary Bishop (Fr Dan Hoarste
and Archdeacon David Oancea) spoke briefly to the
assembled clergy. Following Vespers and supper, the
Episcopate Council met for its pre-Congress session.

The Cleveland Airport Marriott Hotel hosted the
Congress meetings which were opened on Friday
morning with the Invocation to the Holy Spirit cel-
ebrated by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel.
Following the normal procedure of roll call, call to
order, appointment of secretaries and tellers, approv-
al of the agenda and approval of the 82" Congress
minutes, Archbishop Nathaniel presented hisAddress.
The Archbishop then presented a video tour of the
site of the Episcopate’s central administration — Vatra
Romaneasca, and announced a restoration campaign
(Vatra GENERATIONS) for Vatra buildings in need
of repair (video and flier available at: http://roea.org/
news 150922 1.html). Delegateswere asked to refer to
the narrative reports in the Annual Report to the Epis-
copate Congress. The Congress approved the request
of St. John the Baptizer Mission, Kannapolis NC to
be accepted as a Parish. Before lunch, guests Fr. 1oan
& Psa. Maria Popescu of Mannheim, Germany were
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introduced. Following lunch, narrative reports were
presented with extensive discussion by delegates. All
reports except for the Department of Finance and New
Business (on the Agenda for Saturday) were accepted
and approved. On Friday evening, following Vespers
and supper, the film documentary on the life of Fr.
Gheorghe Calciu, “ 7 Words/ 7 Cuvinte”, was presented
on alarge screen in St. Mary’s Cultural Center.

On Saturday morning, the Congress reconvened and
the report of the Department of Finance was discussed
and accepted. Under New Business, the budgets were
reviewed, discussed and accepted. At this point, some
delegates spoke about the status of His Grace, Bish-
op Irineu. Fr Cosmin Antonescu read the following
statement which he asked the Congress to endorse:

“The members of the 83 Congress of Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of Americameeting in Cleveland,
Ohio, express their sadness and concern regarding the
alleged sexual misconduct by our auxiliary bishop, the
Right Reverend Irineu Duvlea. Our prayers are with
His Grace and all those affected by these allegations,
and we trust that the truth spoken in love will prevail.
In our consciousness, His Grace remainsinnocent until
proven otherwise.”

The Episcopate Council’srecommendation to accept
the ARFORA By-Law revisions was approved. The
slate for the new Episcopate Council (2015-2017) was
presented and approved: Fr Remus Grama, Fr Laurence
Lazar, Fr Alin Munteanu, Fr lonut Maerean, Fr David
Subu, Fr Silvius Sfera, Adrian Donisa, Horia Draghi-
ciu, Ryan Gieni, Nicholas Jones, MarshaKlein, Stefan
Russu, Carol Schweitzer, Gregory Thetford, Pauline
Trutza, George Vasu, Psa Mary Ellen Rosco, Corina
Phillips. The dlate for the Episcopate Tribunal was
then presented and accepted: George Cantor, Adrian
Donisa, George Vasu, Stefan Russu.

A motion was made from the floor that the Congress

Cont. on page 12
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NEW INTERACTIVE EXHIBIT AT
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE: ““SAINT RAPHAEL,
SCHOLAR AND SHEPHERD”’

In honor of this year's One Hun-
dredth Anniversary of the Repose
of Saint Raphael of Brooklyn, the
Antiochian Heritage Museum recent-
ly opened an all-new exhibit about
Saint Raphael, which includes an
interactive touchscreen presentation.
With the support of the Antiochian
Orthodox Archdiocese of North
America, the museum partnered with
Wiant Design Works in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to
create the updated display. The exhibit was unveiled
during the meetings of the Archdiocese Board of
Trustees held at the Antiochian Village in May.

Titled “ Saint Raphael: Scholar and Shepherd,” the
museum’s new touchscreen exhibit offers highlights
from the theological thesis which St. Raphael wrote
as ayoung seminarian, and which was recently trans-
lated from its original Greek into English by the Rev.
Dr. Patrick Viscuso. In addition to excerpts from the
thesis, the touchscreen also explores highlights from
the life of St. Raphael — from his youth in Damascus
through his ministry as a priest and bishop in the
United States.

SAINT
RAPHAEL

+ SCHOLAR amp SHEPHERD «

St. Raphael as a Young Scholar

Ten years before St. Raphael began his ministry in
America, he was till preparing to become a priest,
studying at the prestigious Theological School of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate on the island of Halki, near
present-day Istanbul, Turkey. There, at the age of 25,
he penned his theological thesis — in elegant cursive
Greek — as a requirement for graduation. His thesis,
dated May 1, 1886, outlines Orthodox Christian theology
in relation to Roman Catholic and Protestant positions,
and reflects his deep theological training as well as his
experience living in the Eastern Mediterranean during
a period when both Roman Catholic and Protestant
missionaries were actively trying to convert Orthodox
Christians. The passionate and well-researched paper
offers us a unique glimpse into the mind of the saint,
and shows the depth of his dedication to his Faith. It
is an honor for the Antiochian Heritage Museum to
be able to share excerpts from St. Raphael’s thesis
for the first time.

The Translation of St. Raphael’s Thesis

Saint Raphael’s thesis was only recently translated
from its original Greek into English, thanks to the
generous gift of time and expertise provided by Rev.
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2015

Dr. Patrick Viscuso, Professor of Canon Law at the
Antiochian House of Studies, and a priest of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Working from a
scan of the original 39-page manuscript, Fr. Patrick
first transcribed the cursive Greek handwriting into
Greek text, and then translated the complex theological
work into English. Later, based on Fr. Patrick’s English
translation, the thesis was translated into Arabic by
Dr. Adnan Trabulsi, a pediatrician and member of St.
GeorgeAntiochian Orthodox Churchin Houston, Texas.
Brief excerpts in all four versions — the handwritten
Greek, Greek text, English, and Arabic —are presented
in the museum’s touchscreen exhibit.

Thesis To Be Published

Fr. Patrick Viscuso’'s English translation and Greek
transcription, accompanied by an extensiveintroduction
and appendices, is slated for publication later thisyear,
and will be available through the Antiochian Village
Bookstore. The Arabic translation is included in Dr.
Adnan Trabulsi’s new, three-volume publication on the
Arabic works of St. Raphael, which presents many of
St. Raphael’ s articles, sermons, and teachings, and will
certainly be of interest to the Arabic-speaking faithful .

New Digital Resource for Library

In September, during this year’s 35th Anniversary
celebration of the Antiochian House of Studies, the
Antiochian Heritage Library presented a new digital
resource that offers the complete text of St. Raphael’s
thesis in all four language formats: its original hand-
written Greek, the Greek text, English, and Arabic.
The resource is housed on a dedicated computer at the
Antiochian Heritage Library, where scholars may select
a preferred language for viewing the manuscript, and
then have the option to add another language format for
side-by-side comparison. Dueto copyright restrictions,
thisunique digital resourceis currently only available
on-site at the Antiochian Heritage Library.

You're Invited!

We hope you will come visit our Museum and
Library to experience our new exhibits and resourc-
es! Explore highlights from St. Raphael’s life story,
as well as the words of his thesis, which — over a
hundred years later, and continents away from where
they were written — continue to be relevant for all
Orthodox Christians living in a western Christian
context. Whether you are a scholar, or simply looking

Cont. on page 14

PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 5



STATEMENT OF THE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF
NORTH AMERICA TO THE ASSEMBLY OF
CANONICAL ORTHODOX BISHOPS

Regarding the Draft Pro-
posal of the Committee on
Canonical Regional Planning
Presented at the Meeting
of the Assembly of Bishops
Convened in Chicago, IL on
September 15-17, 2015

The Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
Americahas always prayed for
and been committed to unity and cooperation of all of
the Orthodox Christians in North America. The unity
that we seek is true Orthodox unity based on mutual
respect, love and cooperation with all of the Orthodox
in America without subjugation or domination of any.
Unity must allow for the continued work and sup-
port of each of the jurisdictions for their people and
continued unity with the respective mother churches.

There is no doubt that the Christian Fellowship
and work of the Standing Conference of Orthodox
Bishops in America as well as that of the Assembly
of Bishops has been very valuable. We have come to
know each other and have discovered how we can
even better cooperate and support each other. We
can enhance the ministries of each other as well as
promulgate corporate ministries. Our relationships
provide even more effective ministries. We are grateful
for the candid and honest exchanges of the bishops
at the meetings. We are committed to continuing this
process of building up our relationships and working
together in every area possible.

The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of
North America continues to be committed to the unity
of the Antiochian Archdiocese and the Antiochian Pa-
triarchate. The Church of Antioch, even while under
persecution, stands firm as a witness to the incarnation
of Christ and the history of the Savior in this world.
By maintaining our unity with Antioch, we provide
a subtle witness to the world that Jesus Christ is the
incarnate God who lived in the Holy Lands among
us and is one with us.

Each of our bishops at our first confession of faith
committed “myself to the preservation of the peace
of the Church and ...(to) obey and follow the direc-
tives of His Beatitude, the Patriarch of Antioch and
all the East; and (to) uphold and protect the honor of
the Patriarch of Antioch all the days of my life.” The
Holy Synod of the Patriarchate of Antioch and her
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Patriarch JOHN X remains committed to the unity
of the Patriarchate with all of Antiochian faithful
wherever they are. The Antiochian Metropolitan and
bishops of North America remain committed to our
consecration pledge.

We suggest that the Assembly of Bishops in the
United States work as a voluntary Assembly of all the
Canonical Bishopsin the United States to accomplish
the mission of the Assembly as articulated in the
founding documents: “The mission of the Bishops
Assemblies is the proclamation and promotion of the
unity of the Orthodox Church, the common pastoral
ministry of the Orthodox faithful of the region, as
well as their common witness to the world.” We also
agree that decisions should be made on the basis of
the principle of unanimity of the Orthodox which are
represented therein by bishops. In order to show filial
love and respect, we would like all of the officers to
be elected by the local assembly and to sit by order
of the diptychs. We encourage the bishops in each
geographical area to meet regularly and cooperate in
ministry. We also support the continued work with
inter-jurisdictional agencies and Orthodox theol ogical
groups. In this day of easy travel and communication,
bishops can effectively servetheir parishesin America
without restructuring present geographical boundaries.
Our churches are not yet homogeneous, and there are
jurisdictional needs within our parishes.

Pastoral Changes

Cont. from page 2
RETIRED
MITESCU, V. Rev. Dr. Catalin, who was Parish
Priest of St. Anne Church, Pomona CA, retired effec-
tive November 8, 2015.

PARISHES

St. John the Baptizer Mission, Kannapolis NC,
was accepted by the Episcopate Council on September
3,2015, as a Parish of the Episcopate, and ratified by
the Episcopate Congress on September 4, 2015.

St. Nicholas Church, Troy MI, was consecrated
by His Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL and His
Grace, Bishop TIMOTEI (Prahoveanul) of the Church
of Romania, on September 19, 2015.
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¢“. .. OrR Is UNDER A PRIESTLY BAN...”

by Archimandrite Roman (Braga)

It may seem that this expression (“under a priestly
ban (curse)”), from the order of service of Confession
or from the 7" prayer of the Holy Unction service,
encourages some Romanian priests in America, re-
cently arrived from Romania, to place bans (curses)
upon people. It appears that this has become the most
efficient pastoral method for controlling a parish and
for getting rid of “undesirables’. No discussion, no
question from the faithful, no opposing opinion is
permitted. The priest may not be contradicted, because
otherwise, curses begin to flow from the altar as a final
conclusion to the Sunday sermon. Certain reverend
fathers have become public scarecrows. People who
ask to be freed of the “priestly ban” come to confes-
sion from great distances like Florida (in order not
to mention closer, neighboring states; because, it is
not good to throw stones in your neighbor’s garden).

For thisreason, His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel
assigned me to respond in writing to the question: “Is
it permissible for priests to curse (place bans upon)
their spiritual children?”

The Apostle James asks. How can “from the same
mouth come blessing and cursing?” (James 3:10).
And in verse 9, we see with sadness how, with the
same tongue, we bless our God and Father, and with
it we curse people who are made in the image and
likeness of God. The priest is sent into the parish to
comfort and bless people, to bless, not to curse — to
bring them close to God, not to give them to Satan.
It is unreal that precisely the one who is supposed to
be the instrument of salvation of the people, sendsthe
faithful into the arms of Satan; because, this is the
correct understanding of curses (see the full text of
Psalm 109). With whom does a priest cooperate (unite
himself) who, after receiving the Body and Blood of
the Lord, casts curses upon the people in front of the
Holy Altar? This is especially significant, because this
same priest / spiritual father is required by the Holy
Canons not to give Communion to those who hate.

A curse is the most acute verbal expression of
hatred; and “the priest who curses,” say the canons,
“will have the curse come upon hissoul.” (See Pravila
Bisericeasca, Hieromonk Nicodim Sachelarie, 1999,
pg. 42). The Proverbs of Solomon (26:2) confirm the
same thing: “The undeserved curse will never hit its
mark” — meaning that it will have no effect, but will
return upon the head of the one who pronounced it.
St. Peter says that even the angels, “though greater in
might and power, do not pronounce a reviling judg-
ment upon them [false teachers] before the Lord” (2
Peter 2:11). The Holy Apostle Jude says. “But when
the archangel Michael, contending with the devil,
disputed about the body of Moses, he did not presume
to pronounce a reviling judgment upon him, but said,
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‘The Lord rebuke you'.” (Jude 1:9). So, if the angels
do not presume, who are we to assume the right to
curse our neighbors, even if it happens that they are
at fault? Some priests believe that by virtue of the
grace of their ordination, they have been given this
right, to be greater than the angels? I've heard this
affirmation made by some “exalted mystics”, but it
seemed to me to be improper.

The Scripture condemns anyone who curses, the
priest or layperson; and, the priest who has this habit,
isnot permitted in the Sacrament of Confessionto give
a penance to those who curse, because he would be
giving a penance to himself; and, he would lose face
before the faithful. Moreover, if he uses this method
in order to control the parish and impose hiswill, then
this means that his moral and spiritual personality are
altogether lacking. A man like this must give up the
priesthood and understand that the ministry is not for
everyone.

For example, in southern Romania, the expression
“go to hell” (“dute dracului”) is part of the language
of the street, and actually doesn’t mean anything. It
has become a type of colorful conversational style of
some simpletons. They even created averb: “to send to
hell” (adracui). Nevertheless, for the majority of our
parishionerswho arefrom Transylvania, thisinvitation
comes across as appalling; and, when it comes from
the mouth of a priest, it has the character of a curse.
The tendency to habitually curse is a sign of lack of
education and little understanding of divine, right
judgment. The faithful do not need to be subjected to
careless and priestly curses made without considering
the consequences. The wisdom of the people is clear
[in a Romanian saying]: “1f God would look into the
mouth of the cow-keeper, all the cows in the village
would die.”

So, if our Episcopate would refer these cases to the
Spiritual Consistory, the canonical situation of these
priests would be uncertain. The Book of Needs states
that “a person who harbors enmity towards someone
el se should not enter the church until reconciliation has
taken place . . ., but the priest who serves, harboring
enmity towards someone, must be stopped from serving
the Holy Liturgy for 60 days’ (See Moalitfelnic and
Pravila Bisericeasca, op. cit. pg. 171). How can we,
as priests, read and preach to the people: Don’'t hate
wrongdoers, “...Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44), when we cannot
endure a contradiction of our views or a discussion
which we don't like?

An anathema or curse is something very serious.
It should not be pronounced by a priest, but only
by a bishop, and in the final instance, by the Holy

Cont. on page 9
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FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON SERVING GOD
THROUGH OTHERS EMBRACED AT
IOCC YoutrH CONFERENCES

Orthodox Christian high school students representing 27
different dioceses under the Assembly of Canonical Ortho-
dox Bishops in the United States of America gathered this
summer in Minneapolis for a National IOCC Serv-X-Tremel!
conference. The youth took part in reflections on social service
in the context of their Orthodox faith and joined in service
activitiesranging from building homesfor the disadvantaged,
distributing booksto at-risk youth, and preparing and serving
meals to the homeless. photo: |0CC

Baltimore, MD (I0CC) — Morethan 50 Orthodox
Christian high school students representing over 30
different dioceses under the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in the United States of America
gathered this summer in Minneapolis and Chicago
for two Serv-X-Treme! conferences. Participants
strengthened their understanding of Christ-centered
service and Orthodox Christian philanthropy through
theoretical and hands-on service activities at the week-
long gatherings.

“Being given the opportunity to practice my faithin
so many different environments wastruly a blessing,”
said participant Dimitri Godur of Miami, Florida. “ Our
projects and discussions truly gave me a different
and fresh perspective on what it means to serve God
through others, and being able to put these ideas into
practice was also a blessing.”

Youth participants in the August conferences were
appointed by their respective hierarchs and repre-
sented the pan-Orthodox community from around the
country. During the conferences, the youth took part
in reflections on social service in the context of their
Orthodox faith, heard from Orthodox Christians about
how they have incorporated service into their lives,
participated in daily services and the Divine Liturgy,
and joined in service activities ranging from building
homes for the disadvantaged, distributing books to
at-risk youth, and preparing and serving meals to the
homeless.

“The Serv-X-Treme Conferences give our young
people the opportunity to learn about the ethos and
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approach of Orthodox philanthropy and then go out
and do it,” said IOCC U.S. Country Representative,
Dan Christopulos. “Our goal is for the participants to
continue engaging in such philanthropy and helping
to lead such efforts in their own parishes and local
communities.”

The national conference in Minneapolis was made
possible with the generous support of the Archbishop
lakovos Leadership 100 Foundation while the Chica-
go-land gathering received the generous support of
the John C. Kulis Charitable Foundation. “I didn’'t
have a lot of experience with community service
and philanthropy coming in, and this trip opened
my eyes to all the ways | could help others,” said
Sia Konstantinopoulos of Akron, Ohio. “I think the
greatest “ah ha’ moment for me was just interacting
with the people we were serving. | had never really
been around poverty before, and | think | had a lot
of judgements going in. When | actually got to know
the people we served, all of my negative stereotypes
were washed away.”

For many of the participants, the conferences also
provided the first opportunity to interact with peers
from Orthodox Christian jurisdictions other than their
own. “All of uswho wereinvolved will striveto serve
our communities inside and outside of our parishes
as well as cement the gaps between our varying Or-
thodox jurisdictions; as in the end, we are all truly
brothers and sisters in Christ,” said Godur. “I hope
to take what | have learned and go out and serve the
community through various hands-on projects, just as
we have done through Serv-X-Treme.”

The Serv-X-Treme! Youth Leadership Conferences
are part of a broader effort by IOCC to develop the
Orthodox Christian Action Network (Orthodox CAN!),
a US-based initiative to nurture and activate the Or-
thodox community’s value of philanthropy through
volunteerism across all age groups. The program
also promotes and supports an Orthodox Christian
Emergency Response Network (ERN) of more than
100 clergy and laity members, trained to respond in
times of disaster, and the development of volunteer
opportunities through parish-based community service
projects such as emergency kit assembly and emer-
gency preparedness.

P e P e P e P
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Assembly of Bishops ...

Cont. from page 3

effort to resolve critical differences that significantly
impact the lives of our faithful and their families, as
well as to other procedural matters.

Finally, we agreed on the following resolutions:;

1) We fervently support the convening of the Holy
and Great Council in 2016 and entreat all those re-
sponsiblefor itsrealization to work in aspirit of unity
and harmony in order to reaffirm the conciliarity and
collegiality among our Churches.

2) We unequivocally denounce the increasing vi-
olence and bloodshed throughout the world. In the
Middle East, hostility and brutality are occurring among
members of different religions, sometimes supposedly
in the name of religion. We pray for peace and justice
in the Middle East, for protection of Christian and
other minorities in the ancient lands of Syria, Iraq,
and Palestine, as well as for the cessation of racial
discrimination and religious fanaticism.

3) We strongly implore government and civil lead-
ers in this country and throughout the world to offer
refuge to the countless victims of intimidation and
displacement; and we express our unconditional sol-
idarity with all those who have been forced to leave
their homelands because of military violence, ethnic
persecution and deprivation of natural resources in
the Middle East, especially in Syria.

4) We continue wholeheartedly to appeal for the
release of our brother bishops in Syria, the Greek
Orthodox Metropolitan Paul Yazigi (brother of His
Beatitude Patriarch John X of Antioch), the Syriac
Orthodox Archbishop John lbrahim, as well as all
other kidnapped persons.

5) We pray earnestly for peace and stability in
Ukraine, where armed conflict persists among our very
own brothers and sisters. We appeal for a humanitar-
ian response to the victims of this conflict. We call
upon church officials to be instruments of peace and
government leaders to act with restraint in a spirit of
reconciliation.

6) We reaffirm our disagreement with the US Supreme
Court case of June 26, 2015, which held aconstitutional
right for two members of the same sex to marry. We
continue to uphold and proclaim the teaching of our
Lord that marriage from its inception is a life-long
sacramental union of a man and a woman.

7) We share the deep concern and sadness of all
those who in our land grieve over the unspeakable
violence that is widespread in our communities, our
schools and in our houses of worship. We pray for
the victims of violence and their families.

In conclusion, we continue to pray for all of you
that, being rooted and grounded in love, you may have
power to comprehend with all the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know
the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that
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you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph.
3:18-19) May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God the Father and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Archbishop Demetrios, Chairman; Bishop John, 2nd
Vice Chairman; Bishop Basil, Secretary; Metropolitan
Antony, Treasurer; Metropolitan lakovos; Metropolitan
Methodios; Metropolitan Athenagoras; Metropolitan
Isaiah; Metropolitan Alexios; Metropolitan Nicholas;
Bishop Andonios,; Bishop Demetrios; Bishop Sevastianos;
Bishop Apostolos; Bishop Daniel; Bishop llia; Bishop
Gregory; Bishop Thomas; Bishop Alexander; Bishop
John; Bishop Anthony; Bishop Nicholas; Metropolitan
Hilarion; Archbishop Kyrill; Bishop Peter; Bishop The-
odosy; Bishop John; Bishop Nicholas; Bishop Longin;
Bishop Maxim; Archbishop Nicolae; Metropolitan Jo-
seph; Bishop Daniil; Bishop Saba; Metropolitan Tikhon;
Archbishop Nathaniel; Archbishop Nikon; Archbishop
Benjamin; Archbishop Melchisedek; Archbishop Mark;
Archbishop Michael; Bishop Alexander,; Bishop David;
Bishop Paul; Bishop Daniel.

“Or IsUnder a Priestly Ban”

Cont. from page 7

Synod as successors of the Apostles, and only for
extremely grave situations: heresy, apostasy, witchcraft
with invocation of demons, and for monks who get
married and don’t repent and return to the monastery
(The Rudder (Pedalion), 1957, pg. 522-523). But it is
unacceptable to curse one of the faithful, who comes
to church on Sunday, lights candles and kisses the
icons, only because he or she does not like the priest.

Inasmuch as Canon 105 of the Council of Trullo
Il penalizes the priest who curses by keeping him
temporarily from the holy things, and if he continues,
with defrocking, then it seems that the expression
“under a priestly ban (curse)” from certain prayers
of absolution, was introduced because of abuse by
some priests and because of the superstitions of the
people. In the prayers of absolution for those who
have passed away, the binding given by a hierarch
is clearly mentioned, not that of a priest, over those
who suffered grave errors / sins, “through the envy
and work of the devil.” In any case, this practice must
be stopped before it becomes an occasion for harm to
al of the faithful.

Editor’'s Note: As an example of Fr. Roman Bra-
ga’s position in practice, we draw your attention to
the fact that after 1990, when there were those who
shouted out against Patriarch Teoctist and one of the
younger bishops rushed to curse them, the Patriarch,
with his characteristic wisdom stopped him and said:
“The hand of the priest and even more so that of the
hierarch is given by God to bless, not to curse.”

Originally published in SOLIA DECEMBER 2005,
pages 20, 24 (“Sau Sub Blestem Preotesc Sunt...”)
and in SOLIA NOV/DEC 2008, pages 19, 20.
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SHEPHERD OR BUTCHER?

By Protopresbyter Lawrence Barriger

Thereisastory told about agroup
of pilgrimswho weretouringthe Holy [
Land with a guide who was a native
of theregion. The guide was explain-
ing how, since time immemorial, the
shepherd did not walk behind his
sheep but in front. The sheep would £
follow him wherever he would lead, ;
just asthe Lord describes Himself as e
the“ Good Shepherd” inthe Gospel of g™
St. John: “...the sheep hear his voice;
and he calls his own sheep by name, |,
and leads them out. And when he puts |
forth his own sheep, he goes before
them, and the sheep follow him, for
they know his voice” (John 10:3-4).
As the guide finished this explanation,
the group laughed when they saw a
man walking behind a flock of sheep
and driving them along with a stick.
Someone commented to the guide, “I thought you said
the shepherds here always lead the sheep; why is that
man walking behind and driving them forward.” The
guide answered, “Because he isn't the shepherd but
the butcher!” “I am the Good Shepherd; I know My
sheep, and my own know me” (John 10:14).

The English word, pastor, is borrowed directly
from the Latin word ‘pastor’, meaning a shepherd.
Bishop John of blessed memory once stated, “There
are too many pastors for the work that is being done
and not enough for the work that needs to be done.”
What is the work that needs to be done? “So when
they had dined, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon,
son of Jonas, do you love Me more than these?’ He
said unto Him, ‘Yes Lord; You know that I love You.’
He said unto him, ‘Feed my lambs.” He said to him
again the second time, ‘Simon, son of Jonas, do you
love Me?’ He said unto Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know
that I love You.’ He said unto him, ‘Feed My sheep.’
He said unto him the third time, ‘Simon, son of Jo-
nas, do you love Me?’ Peter was grieved because He
said unto him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ And
he said unto Him, ‘Lord, You know all things; You
know that I love You.’ Jesus said unto him, ‘Feed My
sheep’” (John 21:15-17).

The Lord did not say to Peter, “be a great liturgist,
discuss theology, rule over the faithful, be a great
scholar, dress strangely, have long prayers, shun the
world” nor any of the other things that often typify
the “work that is being done.” He says simply, “Feed
My sheep.”

It is easy for all of usto forget that the task of the
priesthood is to nourish the faithful of the Church, to
“Feed My sheep.” There is simply no other way for
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the priest to show his love for Christ
than by showing it for the people for
whom Christ died.
| The frustration with our own fail-
| uresinthe spiritual life has led many
W to embrace the delusion that if we
look authentically Orthodox, if we
have the correct icons, singing, fast-
ing and services, God's grace will
somehow enter into us. In this scheme
of things, the services of the Church
and prayer itself is reduced to some
=24 magic formula offered with the hope
4 that God will grant us, not what He
4 has desired for us, but what we have
#7 desired for ourselves. If we fail, we
believe that it is simply because we
1| have not yet found the right formula
to unlock the door.

In our times of spiritual emptiness,
one of the greatest temptations for clergy is to look
romantically at the great elders and spiritual fathers
of times past and imagine what it would be like if we
could only have the gifts that they had. What we fail
to realize is that they received these gifts after long
periods of intense spiritual labor, and they knew that
the gifts they had were of God and not of themselves.
We often giveto ourselves, in our imaginations, acheap
and easy grace, which springs, not from a desire to
imitate the lives and works of these Saints, but simply
their appearance. The ministry of spiritual directionin
the Orthodox Church is one that proceeds, not from
the grace we give ourselves, but from the Holy Spir-
it: “The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the
sound of it, but you cannot tell where it comes from,
and where it goes to: so is every one that is born of
the Spirit” (John 3:8).

No one can study to become a staretz or “elder”
or even a“spiritual father.” Those who announce that
they are such and seek to impose their will upon mem-
bers of their parish, intruding into personal lives and
demanding an accounting of absences from services
and so forth, have fallen victim to the “lust for pow-
er” that St. Ephraim speaks of in the Lenten Prayer.

It isthe butcher who drives the sheep; the shepherd
who leads them.

A brother asked Abba Poemen: “ Some brotherslive
with me; do you want me to be in charge of them?”
The old man said to him: No, just work first and
foremost, and if they want to live like you, they will
see to it themselves.” The brother said to him, “But
is it they themselves, father, who want me to be in
charge of them?” The old man said to him, “No, be

Cont. on page 11
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DoXACON PRIME

(Washington DC) The parish of Protection of the
Holy Mother of God (Romanian Episcopate, OCA)
of Falls Church, VA in partnership with St. Sophia
Greek Orthodox Cathedral (GOArch) of Washington
DC, are presenting a 2 day conference - November
13-14, 2015 - on the study of the Christian faith and
our responseto Science-Fiction and Fantasy. Called
Doxacon Prime, organizersinviteall Christiansto come
engage in a positive exploration of the science-fiction
and fantasy genre of books, film and television. The
last event, held in Springfield, VA in 2013, drew in
over 120 participants with past speakers including
Metropolitan Savas Zembillas, Matushka Donna Far-
ley, author Thomas Bertonneau, and others. Doxacon’s
vision has spread to the west coast into Seattle, where
they held aregional conference the past two summers.

This year, Doxacon Prime is thrilled to announce
their featured speakersfor this November’sevent: Rev.
Father Ernesto Obregon, Rev. Fr. Ted Paraskevo-
poulos, and author John Granger. Rev. Fr. Ernesto,
who blogs about popular culture and politics at www.
arthocuban.com, will speak at our Friday Night Kick-
Off Event on using discernment when engaging with
the sci-fi fantasy genre. Saturday’s Opening Lay Key-
note Speaker and inspiration for Doxacon, author John
Granger, is an Orthodox Christian who has written
several books on the study of the Harry Potter series,
and is dubbed by TIME Magazine as “The Dean of
Harry Potter Scholars’. Granger will speak on “Harry
Potter’sMagic Ring: The Traditional and Biblical Sory
Scaffolding of the Hogwarts Saga and of Every Book
in the Series’. The closing Clergy Keynote Speaker
is Rev. Fr. Ted Paraskevopoul os, whose iSermon pod-
cast is featured on Ancient Faith Radio, will speak on
ascetic themes from the Angel TV Series.

In between Keynote Speaker sessions, will be a
variety of topical presentations participants can choose
from given by clergy and lay speakers—including panel
discussions with Hugo and Nebula award nominees
John C. Wright and Brenda W. Clough.

Thisisafamily friendly event—aspecial Teen Track
has been created for the younger fans of the genre!
Christian Young Adult authors L. Jagi Lamplighter
(The Unexpected Books of Enlightenment Series) and
Ben Anderson (The McGunnegal Chronicles), will
speak on topics “ Magic, Adventure...and Christ too!”
and “ Navigating Fantasy, Fiction, and Faith”. Clergy
presenter will be Rev. Fr. David G. Subu, who will
speak on “Finding Faith in Dystopia”, targeting themes
found in the popular dystopian fiction books such as
The Hunger Games, Divergent, The Maze Runner and
The Giver.

Our complete listing of speakers and their topics
can befound at http://www.doxacon.org/speakers.html

Registration is now open at www.doxacon.org/
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register . Ticketswill NOT be sold at the door! Tickets
are $100 and $75 for clergy/wives and students (must
present college ID if out of high school). Ticket price
includes all Friday evening and Saturday events—in-
cluding a full catered lunch and entry ticket to our
“Feast at Hogwarts” closing dinner. Doxacon Prime
also offers Dinner Only option at $30, which includes
Great Vespers followed by Fr. Ted Paraskevopoulos
presentation. Registration closes October 31, so register
now! All activities take place at St. Sophia Greek
Orthodox Cathedral, located at 2815 36th St NW,
Washington, DC 20007.

Sh epher d ... cont. from page 10

their example, not their legislator” (The Sayings of
the Desert Fathers).

The tradition of the Church teaches the importance
for each of us to have a helper in the spiritual life.
However, the idea of blind obedience or domination
is foreign to the life of the Church. Those who would
feed the sheep of Christ must do so first by example
and only secondarily by their words.

In North America, the person who will serve as a
spiritual father most often will be our parish priest. St.
John of Kronstadt, the famous “pastor of all Russia,”
expressed his view of the pastor in these words that
carry a message for both priests and faithful today:
“A priest is a spiritua physician. Show your wounds
to him without shame, sincerely, openly, trusting and
confiding in him as his son; for the confessor is your
spiritual father, who should love you more than your
own father or mother; for Christ’s love is higher than
any natural love. He must give an answer to God for
you.”

The Lord commands Peter and all who follow in
his footsteps, “Feed My sheep.” Those who are called
to be the pastors or shepherds of the Lord must lead
the flock of the faithful by being witnesses in their
own lives to the Good News of forgiveness through
the Cross of Christ and the hope of the Resurrection
to all who seek the Lord in repentance and love. “The
Shepherd ... goes before them, and the sheep follow
him, for they know his voice” (John 10:4).

Reprinted from * The Church Messenger,” Septem-
ber 20, 2015 issue, a publication of the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese.

ADDRESS CHANGE

Send your change of addresses to:
SOLIA, PO BOX 185
GRASS LAKE, MI 49240 USA
or solia@roea.org
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TOCC RESPONSE TO THE CRISIS IN SYRIA

International Orthodox Christian Charities (I0CC)
supports one of the largest established networks to
deliver life-saving humanitarian aid inside Syriawhere
more than 12.2 million people are currently in need
of assistance, 7.6 million of which are internally dis-
placed. In addition to itswork inside Syria, |OCC staff
is working regionally to address the growing needs
of more than 4 million refugees in Jordan, Lebanon,
Irag, Armenia, Greece, and Serbia, as well as people
in need in those host countries.

Responding to one of the worst humanitarian and
refugee crises in history, IOCC is one of the few in-
ternational nongovernmental organizations working
on the ground across Syria to provide aid to people
who have been displaced inside the country by the
civil war. In providing this aid, IOCC works in close
partnership with the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of
Antioch and All the East. [View the video 10CC:
“Saving Syria’s Children” 2015 on YouTube].

Since February 2012, IOCC has provided relief to
more than 2.7 million people inside Syria affected by
the crisis through programs that include:

« EMERGENCY AID — Distribution of dry food
parcels, infant care kits, clothing, mattresses,
blankets, and bedding.

» SHELTER — Rent assistance; repair/renovation of
shelters for women and children — some of whom
have been displaced several times as the conflict
has escalated and expanded.

e HEALTH — Assisting familieswith unmet medical
needs by covering their costsfor essential medicine
or minor surgical procedures; distributing family
hygienekitsto help maintain health where crowded
conditions and lack of water have led to a sharp
rise in scabies and other public health problems.

* AIDTOINFANTS& CHILDREN — Improvethe
survival rates for mothers and newborns through
pre-natal and post-natal medical care; access to
care at health facilities or deliveries with a skilled
birth attendant; infant care and nutrition programs.

e EDUCATION — Enabling children to continue
their education by providing school uniforms and
supplies; tuition support; accessto remedial classes;
and rehabilitating schools to improve the learning
environment.

* PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT — Helping displaced
Syrians overcome their traumatic experiences
through adult workshops on stress management and
building self-esteem; art and music therapy to help
traumatized children express their feelings.

+ WATER, SANITATION, and HYGIENE
(WASH) — Minimizing public health threats from
Syria's severely damaged infrastructure by repairing
wells and water systems to provide access to safe
water; renovating sanitation facilities; installing
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water storage tanks and water filters; conducting

classes on good hygiene practiceslike handwashing

and food handling.

+ ECONOMIC RECOVERY/LIVELIHOODS —
Through Cash for Work programs, 10CC is
addressing loss of jobs and family income with
jobs for displaced Syrians on community projects
such as repairing schools and shelters, cleaning up
public spaces, sewing uniformsfor school children,
and knitting winter clothes for infants.

How You Can Help

Your support can help even more families get the
food, shelter and support they need to survive this
crisis and others around the world. IOCC is urging
the public to pray for our neighbors in need, and to
assist by assembling personal hygiene kits and infant
kitsfor distribution to displaced families. Instructions
for preparing Emergency Kits may be found at: www.
iocc.or g/kits.

You can also help the victims of poverty and conflicts
around the world, like those in Syria, by making a fi-
nancial gift tothelnter national Emer gency Response
Fund (https.//www.iocc.org/giving/giving_emergency.
aspx) which will provide immediate relief, as well as
long-term support through the provision of emergen-
cy aid, recovery assistance and other support to help
those in need. To make a gift, please visit www.iocc.
aorg or call toll free at 1-877-803-10CC (4622), or
mail a check or money order payable to IOCC, PO.
Box 17398, Baltimore, MD 21297.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS

Nicholas & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts, Ml ......... $59.00

Elaine Luca, Struthers, OH..........ccccocvevicieeeciieennn $50.00

Nathaniel L Hebert, Dearborn Hts, Ml ................... $13.00
MEMORIAM

loan Braescu, Redford, Ml

(IMO Wife, Maria Bragscu) .........cccocevrvevnennns $500.00
Nicholas & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts, Ml

(IMO Blaise C Hebert).......ccccoeeevieeiiecccieeciieens $19.00
Nicholas & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts, Ml

(IMO Nicholas EP CoCOra) .........ccccooveeriieeanineane $10.00
Nicholas & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts, Ml

(IMO Atty George Nickolas Subu)..................... $10.00
Nicholas & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts, Ml

(IMO Tati George Subu) .......cccccevveevieeeirieeciieens $10.00
Nicholas & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts, Ml

(IMO Mary Subu-Lapadat).........cccevvverrieeinneane $10.00
Nicholas & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts, Ml

(IMO Floaria NasCu-Subu) ..........cccveereerienrinennes $10.00

VATRA GENERATIONS DONATIONS
ANONYMOUS. ...covviiiiieeiiieesireeeiee et esree e $1,000.00
Daniel C Danila, Cambridge, MA ..........cccevveenee. $500.00
V Rev Fr lan & Psa Mary Lynn Pac-Urar,

Fairlawn, OH........ccccoeiiveiieieece e $500.00
Rev Fr & Psa Constantin Lapustea,

SaN JOSE, CA ..o $200.00
M/M Joseph Bucciarelli, Livonia, Ml .................. $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Cornel Avramescu,

Anaheim, CA........cccvvvee e $100.00
Rev Dr & Psa loan Cozma, New York, NY ......... $100.00
Horia & Mihaea Draghiciu, Muncie, IN.............. $100.00
Adrian Mihes, Bronx, NY ....cccooovieiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeeenn, $100.00
Simeon & Florika Stefan, Ridgewood, NY .......... $100.00
Rev Fr Vasile Parau, San Diego, CA........c.ccceeueeee $60.00
St Panteleimon, Saint-Eustache, QC....................... $50.00
Steve Miroy, Stafford, VA ..., $50.00
Rev Dn/Mrs Michael Ungrin, Narol, MB................ $50.00
Foale Family, Laval, QC .........ccccevvvevveeeiie e $40.00
Mircea & Maria Halmagean, Arlington, TX............ $40.00
Anne Navin, Montreal, QC.........cccccevveevvieeenerennen. $36.42
Holy Trinity, Vancouver, BC .........c.ccccoeeeeieecneennee. $21.44

GENERAL DONATIONS
Estate of Louisa Babu by Nina Sullivan ........... $1,000.00
Pauline Trutza, Westlake, OH

(St Mary Cemetery) .....oovveeeneeenieenieeeniiee e $189.00
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH

(Archbishop’s Travel).......ccccooieiieiiiiiiiecn, $100.00
Helen & Nick Burz, Royal Oak, Ml.........c.ccveeuene $50.00

EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT (2015)
St Nicholas, Montreal, QC ........cccccceveviviverneennn, $3,000.00
St John Chrysostom, Nashville, TN................... $2,250.00
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC..........cccccovenneee. $1,250.00
St John the Baptist, Shell Valley, MB .................. $760.00
St Mary, Falls Church, VA........ccoce i, $75.00
ARCHBISHOP'SCHARITY ENDOWMENT (ACE) FUND
St Anne, Pomona, CA........occevvieeiiie e $350.00
Elena Turc, Willowick, OH .......coooevveevieiiieeeeeenn, $100.00
Marinela L Turc-Convery, Willowick, OH ........... $100.00
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2015 EPISCOPATE CONGRESS
BANQUET DONATIONS

Buna Vestire Cathedral, Montreal, QC.................. $200.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH... $200.00
Virgil Simplaceanu, Pittsburgh, PA............cceeee. $200.00
Rev Fr & Psa Cosmin Antonescu, Potomac, MD . $100.00
Bucciarelli Family, Livona, Ml ........ccccccoveenneenne $100.00
Mark P Chestnut, Grass Lake, M1l .........ccovveveeeen. $100.00
Patrick & Marinela Turc Convery,

WIHTOWICK, OH ..o $100.00
Rev Fr loan Cozma, New York, NY ......ccoovvvunnnnen. $100.00
Teofana Cristoloveanu, Westlake, OH .................. $100.00
Jean Dobrea, Lakewood, OH.............cevvvvveevvvnennnns $100.00
Adrian Donisa, Chicago, IL......cccocovveviiineeeiinnnn, $100.00
Richard Grabowski, Jackson, Ml ...........ccoeeeveennnnn. $100.00
Inoan Family, North Olmsted, OH........................ $100.00
Jonel Maigoan, Arlington Hts, IL........ccccoevveenen. $100.00
Dan Miclau, Cleveland, OH ......cccccceevvvecviiieeeenn, $100.00
Rev Fr Alin Munteanu, Merrillville, IN ............... $100.00
Rev Fr Dimitrie Musta, Glendale, NY .................. $100.00
Rev Dn /Mrs Nicolae Neagoe, Rocky River, OH. $100.00
Rev Fr & Psa lan Pac-Urar, Fairlawn, OH............ $100.00

V Rev Fr & Psa Dumitru Paun, Mabank, TX....... $100.00
Rev Fr & Psa loan Popescu,

Mannheim, GErmany ...........ccccceeevveeeireeesveennnen. $100.00
Rev Fr & Psa Romey Rosco, Dearborn Hts, M1 .. $100.00
Rev Fr & Psa Narcis Stoica, Acton, MA............... $100.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ........... $100.00
Jessica D Hendricks, Jackson, Ml ........cccccccveevinens $83.00
M/M Stefan Russu, Kitchener, ON...........ccccoveeueeene $80.00
Marian Chirila, Montreal, QC ........cccccevcvvveevivnnnn. $60.00
Rev Fr Vasile Barsan, Canton, OH............cccccevueenne $50.00
John & Marilyn Besoiu, Mineral Ridge, OH.......... $50.00
Theodora Buzatu, Westlake, OH...........cccccceveevinens $50.00
George C Cantor, Cleveland, OH ...........ccceeevenee. $50.00
Lucian Fogoros, Westlake, OH ............ccccoevviveinenns $50.00
Stephen Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH ......................... $50.00
Viorel Horoi, Laval, QC......ccccceevvvvreeiieiee et $50.00
George & Nancy Ittu, Cleveland, OH .................... $50.00
Archdeacon David Oancea, Grass Lake, Ml........... $50.00
V Rev Fr Laurence Lazar, Southfield, MI .............. $50.00
Ron Muresan, Tigard, OR........cccccceviviieiieiieses $50.00
Dave Salanty, Strongsville, OH ..........cc.cccoeeeneenee. $50.00
Pauline Trutza, Westlake, OH..........ccccoeviiviiieenee. $50.00
Elena & Adrian Turc, Willowick, OH .................... $50.00
Angela Voiculescu, Cleveland, OH.............cc.ceeee.. $50.00
ANONYIMOUS......ciuiiaiieeie ettt ste et seeeseeesaeeseee s $40.00
Livia Dinu, Strongsville, OH........c..cccccoceviviieiienns $40.00
Maria & Mircea Halmagean, Arlington, TX........... $40.00
Eremie Klein, Wickliffe, OH........ccccccvvvvvinininnns $40.00
George Vasu, Alliance, OH........ccccevvvveeviieee e, $40.00
Rev Fr Gabriel Agoston, Youngstown, OH............. $30.00
Maria & Florin Bartan, N Royalton, OH................ $30.00
Sanda Constantinidi, Hermitage, PA.........c..cccc..... $30.00
Mihaela Popescu, Westlake, OH.........c..cccoveeeuneenee. $30.00
Gheorghe Lates........cccocoouveiiieiiieccie e $25.00
Nina Lour, Columbus Station, OH ......................... $25.00
Mother Christophora, Ellwood City, PA ................. $25.00
Adela Price, New Castle, PA .......ccccoovvevieevieec, $25.00
Carol Schweitzer, San Diego, CA........ccceevvevveenenns $25.00
Octavian, Chicago, IL........ccoceevviieviiiiiieccc e, $22.00
ANONYMOUS. .....uviiiiieeitieeireeesteeestre e st e e srreesareesneeas $20.00

Cont. on page 14
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OCAREVIEW:

A free, monthly hard-copy digest of
OCA web site highlights

With the blessing of His
Beatitude, Metropolitan
Tikhon and in responseto a
growing number of requests
from individual swho do not
have internet access, the Or-
thodox ChurchinAmerica's
web team is now producing
monthly PDFsthat highlight
aselection of major stories
featured on the OCA web
site (oca.org) during the
previous month.

Titled “OCAreview: The Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica’'s Monthly Hard-Copy Digest,” each edition will
highlight eight to ten “capsulized” news stories and
photos gleaned from the dozens that appear monthly
on the web site. Parishes are encouraged to print and
distribute each monthly edition as needed, either in full
color or black and white, as local capabilities permit.
“OCAreview” makes an ideal monthly bulletin insert
and communications resource.

The October 2015 digest, which features eight stories
posted on the OCA web site during September, may
be downloaded in color or black and white.

The URLs for the original on-line versions of each
story are included for easy reference.

In addition, all parishesand clergy will receive PDFs
of the digest via e-mail on a monthly basis. Others
who wish to receive the monthly e-mail version may
subscribe (http://eepurl.com/brHSPf). There is no
charge for the digest.

Inrelated news, the OCA's Department of Christian
Education offers a series of over 320 weekly bulletin
insertsin PDF format that may be printed and distrib-
uted locally. Topics include Scripture commentaries,
lives of the saints, book and moviereviews, and themes
of general spiritual interest. The series—“Sunday

ocareview

To: The Greater San Diego Orthodox
Christian Community
You are cordially invited to an
Open Forum Discussion

OrTHODOX WORKING TOGETHER
Friday, November 6, 2015
Time: 7:00 pm
Place: St. John of Damascus
Orthodox Church
Fr. Alexander Federoff, Pastor
16903 Espola Road, Poway, CA

Forum will include: update on the work of the
Assembly of Bishopsand actionstaken at September
Meeting. His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel
(Romanian Episcopate/ OCA) and His Eminence,
Archbishop Benjamin (Diocese of the West/OCA)
will share what occurred and their impressions of
the work of the Assembly.

Program will focus on Orthodox Working To-
gether in our local communities, doing the work
of the Church as mission and outreach. Audience
participation is essential.

Inter-Orthodox Cooperative Efforts will be dis-
cussed by Ben De La Riva, Executive Director
of Project Mexico/St Innocent Orphanage, and
Andrew Kartaliswill discuss cooperative efforts
in the Cleveland Areain devel oping a model OCF
Program.

If you have questions, our local contact is:
Matushka Wendy C.
760-966-6848 (home) / 760-518-4538 (cell)
Come and enjoy our
Orthodox Christian Fellowship!

Open Forum sponsored by Orthodox Christian
Laity, PO Box 6954, West Palm Beach FL 33405-
6954. Tel: 877-585-0245 / Fax: 561-547-9362 /

E-mail: ocladmin@ocl.org / Visit us at: ocl.org.

Financial Report Cont. from page 13

to Sunday with the DCE” (http://dce_oca_org/page/ Rev Fr Florin Bica, Strongsyille, OH..covvveiiiies $20.00
bu”e‘“ ns/)_|s ava”able free Of Charge Rev Fr IOan Bogdan, FrederICk, CO..covvvveiiiiin, $2000
Aurel Cinta, Cleveland, OH .......ccccoccvevieeviince, $20.00
Cristian Covoneanu, Jacksonville, FL .................... $20.00
. Florin Grigorian, Shaker Hts, OH ................c.c...... $20.00
New Interactive ... cont. from page 5 Rev Fr Adrian Grigoras, Elkins Park, PA ............... $20.00
for aunique travel destination, the Antiochian Village Marsha Klein, Hermitage, PA s $20.00
has something for everyone. Our Conference Center George & Ana Mohan, Brunswick, OH.................. $20.00
. : Dorina Riscutta, N Olmsted, OH............cccceeevrenee. $20.00

offers updated accommodations, not just for group
. . Mary Sankey, New Castle, PA.........ccccoeviiviiinennne. $20.00
events, but for anyone who would like to enjoy the Florin Socol, Cleveland, OH ...........ccccceviiviiinenne. $20.00
scenic Laurel Highlands of western Pennsylvania in Liviu Stoia, ’Strongsvillé, (@] [T $20.00
an Orthodox Christian setting. Make the Village a Corina & Daniel Philips, Medina, OH.................... $20.00
stopover as you travel through the region, or your Adrian & EMIlY ..ooceceieiicccccccceeeeeeseseeeenees $10.00
home-base for exploring the many nearby attractions. Deacon Wayne Paul Wright, Uniontown, OH......... $10.00
Cont. on page 15 ANONYIMOUS......coiiiiiiiii i $6.00
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE

[HISEMINENCE, ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL |

August 1 — October 6, 2015

August 2. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 5-6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Wednesday: Vigil Service for feast of
Transfiguration of the Lord. Thursday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

August 9. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 14-16. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Friday: Vigil for Dormition of the Mother
of God patronal feast day. Saturday: Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy concelebrated with Metropolitan Tikhon
(OCA). Saturday afternoon: Holy Unction service.
Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 23. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

August 30. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 2-6. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Ca-
thedral. Annual Episcopate Congress. Thursday:
DivineLiturgy. Clergy Conference. Episcopate Council
Meeting. Friday: Congress Sessions. Vespers. Supper.
Program. Saturday: Congress Sessions. Memorial
Service. Great Vespers. Supper. Program. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Closing Banquet. Sunday
Evening: Visit to St. Nicholas Church, Alliance OH
to view the iconography project.

September 8. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of
Nativity of Birthgiver of God.

September 12-14. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity.
Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Anniversary Banquet. Monday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for feast of Lifting of the Holy Cross.

September 14-17. Chicago, IL. Assembly of Ca-
nonical Orthodox Bishops of the USA Annual Meeting.

September 18-20. Troy, M1. St. Nicholas. Friday:
Vespers. Saturday: Consecration of new church and
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Bishop
Timotei (Prahoveanul) of the Church of Romania
Banquet. Sunday: Blessing of Reader Radu Ciui as
Subdeacon. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Ordination of
Subdeacon Radu Ciui into the Holy Diaconate. Banquet.

September 27. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

October 3. Troy, MI. St. George Antiochian
Church. Vespers. Banguet in honor of Metropolitan
Joseph.

October 4. Rives Junction, M 1. Dormition Mon-
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2015

83rd Episcopate Congress

Cont. from page 4

send aletter to the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of
the Americas to request clarification of their position
on unity. The motion passed.

The Congress was adjourned, and the del egatestrav-
eled to St Mary Cathedral for the Special Electoral Ses-
sion. After gathering in the church, the session opened
with a prayer and address by Archbishop Nathaniel
speaking about the need for more auxiliary bishops.
Each candidate (Archdeacon Vicar David Oancea and
Fr Vicar Dan Hoarste) then addressed the delegates.
Archbishop Nathaniel asked for a final count of the
delegates, which he announced did not meet the 2/3
quorum required. Therefore, after some discussion,
the session was adjourned with no vote having been
taken. The By-Laws state: “ If aquorum cannot be met,
the Episcopate Congress shall be adjourned for thirty
(30) days, after which time a quorum shall consist of
one-half plus one (1/2 +1) of all the members of the
Congress.” Archbishop Nathaniel announced that the
delegates would be informed once a new date for the
Special Electoral Session was determined.

A Memorial Service and Great Vespers followed
Saturday’s sessions. The Congress delegates were
hosted to a delicious supper followed by traditional
Romanian dances and music performed by the Doina
Romanian Folkloric Ensemble of Canton, Ohio, as
well as local Cleveland talent.

On Sunday morning, His Eminence Archbishop
Nathaniel celebrated the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
assisted by numerous clergy. A festive banquet fol-
lowed in the Cathedral Cultural Center, during which
the Archbishop was presented with a special torte
in celebration of his 35" Anniversary of ordination
to the Holy Episcopacy. The Episcopate Chancery,
Congress delegates and guests are grateful to V Rev
Fr Remus Grama, Mrs Pauline Trutza and the clergy
and members of St Mary Cathedral for their generous
hospitality and excellent organization as hosts of the
83 Annual Episcopate Congress.

New | nteractive ... cont. from page 14

The Village is located just six miles north of the his-
toric town of Ligonier, with its charming “Diamond”
shopping district, and just minutes from Idlewild &
Soak Zone (awarded “Best Kid’s Park in the World").
Other nearby attractionsinclude the Flight 93 National
Memorial, the Westmoreland Museum of AmericanArt,
and Frank Lloyd Wright's architectural masterpieces,
Fallingwater and Kentuck Knob.

For reservations, please contact the Antiochian
Village Conference Center at 724-238-3677 x400, or
sales@antiochianvillage.org.

Published in The Word, October 2015.
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CoNGRESUL Eriscorier 2015

Cel de a 83-lea Congres a Episcopiei a avut loc
ntre 3-6 septembrie, 2015 la Cleveland, Ohio, gazda
evenimentului fiind Catedrala Sfanta Maria. Incepand
cu joi dimineatd, clerul a participat la Sfanta Liturghie,
urmatd de micul dejun, dupd care s-a tinut sesiunea
conferintei anuale a preotilor in Centrul Cultural Cat-
edralei. In deschiderea conferintei, Pdrintele nostru
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel s-a adresat clerului prezentand
diferite aspecte pastorale care vor fi luate in discutie.
In cuvantul siu, Parintele Arhiepiscop a ficut referire
lacomunicatul publicat pe paginadeinternet a Episco-
piei cu privire la situatia Preasfintitului, Episcop-vicar
Irineu (a se vedea http://roea.org/news_150901_2.html).

Arhiepiscopul a prezentat mai apoi oaspetii sdi, pe
Parintele Ioan si Doamna Preoteasd Maria Popescu
de la Mannheim, Germania, care la rdndul au multu-
mit ierarhului si au adresat clerului un scurt cuvant
despre experienta lor in slujirea romanilor ortodoxi
in Germania. In sesiunea de dupi-amiazi, Pirintele
Arhiepiscop a dat cuvantul celor doi candidati pentru
posturile de Episcopi vicari (Preacucernicul Parinte
Vicar Dan Hoarste si Preacucernicul Parinte Arhidi-
acon Vicar David Oancea) fiecare adresand pe scurt
clerului cateva cuvinte de prezentare. La orele serii,
a urmat slujba Vecerniei i cina, dupa care a avut
loc Tntrunirea Consiliului Episcopesc Tn sesiunea sa
obisnuitd premergdtoare Congresului anual.

Sesiunile de lucrul ale Congresului au fost gazduite
la Hotelul Cleveland Airport Marriott debutand
vineri dimineata cu Slujba Te-Deum-lui oficiatd de
catre Inaltpreasfintitul Parintele nostru Arhiepiscop
Nathaniel. Urmand procedura obisnuitd a apelului
nominal, cheamarea la ordine, numirea secretarilor
si observatorilor, aprobarea ordinii de zi $i aprobarea
procesului-verbal al celui de al 82-lea Congres, Parin-
tele Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a deschis lucrdrile celui de
al 83-lea Congres al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din
America prin cuvantul arhieresc adresat Intregii adundri.
Cu binecuviantarea ierarhului s-a facut mai apoi o prez-
entare video a asezamantului Vatra Roméneasca produs
cu ocazia lansdrii proiectului GENERATIILE Vetrei
- o0 campanie de restaurare a proprietdtii si cladirilor
de la sediul episcopiei de la Vatra Roméneasca (video
si pliant disponibile pe internet la adresa http://roea.
org/mews_150922_1 .html). Inainte de prezentarea
rapoartelor departamentelor episcopiei, Congresul a
aprobat cererea Misiunii Sfantului Ioan Botezatorul
din Kannapolis, North Carolina, pentru a fi acceptata
ca parohie in Episcopie. In continuarea lucririlor,
delegatii au fost rugati sa verfice rapoartele publicate
in Raportul Anual cétre Congres pentru a fi discutate.
In sesiunea de dupi-amiazi, s-au tinut ample discutii
pe marginea unor rapoarte prezentate mai apoi fiind
aprobate, inafara de rapoartele financiare si noile re-
comandadri care se vor dezbate 1n sesiunea de simbata
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dimineata. Vineri seard, dupa slujba Vecerniei i cina,
la Centrul Cultural al Catedralei Sf. Maria s-a facut
lansarea filmului documentar despre viata Parintelui
Gheorghe Calciu, ,,7 Cuvinte.”

Sambatd dimineatd, lucrarile Congresului au continu-
at cu raportul Departamentului de Finante care ulterior
a fost discutat si aprobat. De asemenea, propunerea
de buget au fost revizuite, discutatd si aprobatd. S-a
discutat in plenul Congresului situatia Preasfintitului
Périnte Episcop-vicar Irineu, iar Parintele Cosmin An-
tonescu dat citire unei declaratii cerdnd sa fie sustinuta
de Congres: ,,Membrii celui de al 83-lea Congres al
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméne din America reuniuniti
in Cleveland, Ohio, exprima tristetea si ingrijorarea
lor cu privire la pretinsa acuzatie de abatere sexuala
a episcopului nostru vicar, Preasfintitul Irineu Duvlea.
Rugdciunile noastre sunt cu Preasfintia Sa si cu toti
cei afectati de aceste acuzatii, si avem increderea ca
adevdrul marturisit In dragoste va prevala. In consti-
inta noastrd, Preasfintitul rdméine nevinovat pana la
proba contrarie.”

Auurmat apoi aprobarea recomandarilor Consiliului
Episcopiei de a accepta revizuirea Statutelor Organi-
zatiei de Doamne ARFORA.. Dupi care a fost prezentat
si votat noul Consiliu Eparhial (2015-2017) format din:
Preacucernicii Preoti Remus Grama, Laurence Lazar,
Alin Munteanu, Ionut Maerean, David Subu, Silvius
Sfera, si membrii laici: Adrian Donisa, Horia Draghi-
ciu, Ryan Gieni, Nicholas Jones, Marsha Klein, Stefan
Russu, Carol Schweitzer, Gregory Thetford, Pauline
Trutza, George Vasu, Doamna Preoteasa Mary Ellen
Rosco, Corina Phillips. Noii membri ai Tribunalului
Episcopiei a fost apoi prezentati si aprobati: George
Cantor, Adrian Donisa, George Vasu, Stefan Russu.

Inainte de Incheiere sesiunii, s-a ficut o motiune
cerand ca sd fie trimisd din partea Congresului o
scrisoare catre Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxd Roméana din
cele doud Americi pentru a solicita clarificarea pozitiei
sale despre unitate. Motiunea a fost aprobata.

Sesiunile obignuite de lucrul ale Congresului Epis-
copiei s-a incheiat in jurul amiezii, dupd care delegatii
au mers la Catedrala Sfanta Maria pentru sesiunea
Speciald Electorala. Sesiunea s-a convocat in biserica,
debutind cu o rugdciune urmatd mai apoi de adresa In-
altpreasfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel vorbind despre
necesitatea de mai multi episcopi vicari in Episcopie
pentru a spori misiunea $i activitatea pastorald. Pe rand
fiecare candidat — Preacucernicul Périnte Arhidiacon
Vicar David Oancea si Preacucernicul Périnte Vicar
Dan Hoarste s-au adresat delegatiilor. Mai apoi, Parin-
tele Arhiepiscop a cerut de la secretariatul sedintei
numadrul final al delegatilor prezenti, dupd care s-a
anuntat ca nu este indeplinit cvorumul necesar de 2/3
din totalul delegatiilor pentu a se vota. Prin urmare,

Cont. la pag 24
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SFINTIREA BISERICII PAROHIEI
“SFANTUL IERARH NICOLAE”
TROY, MICHIGAN

Ierarhii sﬁn;ind exteriorul noii biserici

Credinciosii parohiei “Sfantul Ierarh Nicolae” din
Troy, Michigan au gazduit Tntre 18 si 20 septembrie
2015, cel mai semnificativ eveniment religios care s-a
desfagurat vreodatd in parohia lor, si anume
sfintirea bisericii nou construite, cu hramul
,.Sfantul Ierarh Nicolae.*

Evenimentul a cipatat o mare amploare, atat
datoritd actului liturgic 1n sine, fiind savarsit
de citre inaltpreasﬁngitul Arhiepiscopul nostru
Nathaniel si de Preasfintitul Parinte Timotei
Prahoveanul, Episcop-Vicar al Arhiepiscopiei
Bucurestilor in prezenta unui numdir mare
de preoti prezenti cat si datorita faptului ca
pentru prima oara in istoria Bisericii Orto-
doxe Romane, moastele unor sfinti ce sunt
pastrate Tn Roménia, au trecut oceanul ca
binecuvantare pentru credinciosii parohiei si
pentru cei prezenti la acest mare eveniment
si se inchine lor. Au poposit pentru cateva
zile In parohia noastra Cistita Mana dreapta
a Sfantului Ierarh Nicolae si 0 icoana ce are
Tncastrata in eao particica din moastele Marelui
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2015

Voievod si Sfant Romén, Constantin Brancoveanu. S-au
adaugat 1n plus la duhul sdrbatorii, si numarul mare
de credinciosi prezenti, care au avut ocazia sd treacd
prin altarul noului lacas sfintit, precum si hirotonia
intru diacon a teologului Radu Ciui.

Unde exista credintd puternicd in Dumnezeu si un
sfant ocrotitor, nimic nu este cu neputinta. Acest lucru
l-au dovedit cu prisosinté credinciosii parohiei noastre,
care dupa ndelungati ani de munca si osteneald, au
reusit sa-si ridice o frumoasa biserica, inchinata Sfant-
ului Ierarh Nicolae. Toate aceste lucruri nsd nu ar fi
putut fi posibile fara indrumarea, purtarea de grija si
munca neincetata a celui care a reusit sa construiasca
nu numai un nou locas de inchinare, ci mai ales o
familie, parintele paroh Gheorghe Carstea.

Ca o Incununare a tuturor lucrdrilor frumoase sdv-
arsite in parohia noastra, Inaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscopul
nostru Nathaniel si Preasfintitul Timotei Prahoveanul,
au fost cei care, inconjurati de un numeros sobor de
preoti au oficiat slujba de sfintire a bisericii parohiei
“Sfantul Ierarh Nicolae”, precum si slujba Sfintei
Liturghii. Nu sunt cuvinte destule pentru a expri-
ma maretia momentului, de a istorisi §i a transmite
emotia de a intdmpina si de a primi binecuvantarea
a doi arhierei, lacrimile de bucurie §i simtdmintele
credinciosilor prezenti, pe deplin atenti la tot ceea
ce s-a intdmplat, sorbind cuvintele de invétiturd ale
ierarhilor si ascultand céntarea traditionald bizantinad
a coralei Harisma din Romania.

Inca de la primele ore ale diminetii in ziua de
sambdtd, 19 septembrie 2015, grupuri de credinciosi

Ierarhii impreuni cu soborul de preoti la slujba sfintirii
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Slujba sfintirii afard in fata sfantului locag

au sosit pentru a participa la evenimentul pe care
enoriagii parohiei noastre il asteptau de mai bine de
cincisprezece ani. Biserica cu hramul ,,Sfantul Ierarh
Nicolae* a fost sfintitd prin stropire cu apa sfintita si
prin ungere cu Sfantul si Marele Mir, iar Tn sfanta
masd din altar s-au asezat moaste de mucenici asa
cum cere randuiala bisericeascd — §i anume o micd
parte din moastele Sfintilor Mucenici din Mdandstirea
Sfantul Sava din Ierusalim (pomeniti la 20 martie In
fiecare an) - fiind mai apoi spalata sfanta masa, unsa
cu Sfantul si Marele Mir si mai pe urma impodobita
Tn vesmant nou si pregatita pentru slujbele liturigice.
Ca oaspete la evenimentele sfintirii bisericii parohiei
Sféntul Ierarh Nicolae, Preasfintitul Parinte Timotei
Prahoveanul a dat citire mesajului Preafericitului
Périnte Daniel, Patriarhul Romaniei, cu prilejul sfin-
tirii acestui sfint locas, iar la randul sdu, in cuvéntul
adresat comunitdtii romanesti din Troy, Preasfintia
Sa, subliniind deosebita implicare a parintelui paroh
Gheorghe Cérstea, a afirmat ca ,,ridicarea acestei bi-
serici reprezintd pentru comunitate o adevaratd scoalad
a virtutii, la care s-a lucrat foarte mult. A fost o fla-
cdra care a animat eforturi de duratd”. Comunitatea
ortodoxa romaneascd din Troy, dupd cum a remarcat
Preasfintitul Pdrinte Timotei, ,,pastreazd legdtura in-
destructibild cu fiinta nationald si mentine credinta
romanilor plecati departe in lume”. Totodatad, numarul
mare de credinciosi prezenti la sfintirea bisericii
oferd marturie ,,despre dorinta lor de a se ruga
permanent la inceputul lucrdrilor mari, asa cum
au facut odinioard marii domnitori roméni Sfintii
Stefan cel Mare si Constantin Brancoveanu.”
Din incredintarea Preafericitului Pidrinte Pa-
triarh Daniel, Preasfintitul Pédrinte Timotei a
oferit bisericii din Troy un set de sfinte vase si
o cruce de binecuvantare, realizate la atelierele
Patriarhiei Roméane. De asemenea, noul locas
de inchinare a primit Tn dar o icoana cu chipul
Sfantului Domnitor Martir Constantin Brancov- &
eanu, avand Incrustat un fragment din moastele
sale. In conditiile incercdrilor din lume, cres-
tinii pot izbandi numai prin credintd fierbinte, }
demnitate si jertfelnicie, asa cum a ardtat dintre
toti romanii Sfantul Constantin Brancoveanu”, a
addugat Preasfintia Sa. De asemenea, in semn de
apreciere pentru eforturile depuse pentru ridicarea
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Pr Diacon Radu Viorel si Psa Lucia Ciui impreuna
cu IPS Nathaniel

acestui locas emblematic pentru comunitatea ortodoxa
romaneasca din America, Patriarhul Romaniei a oferit
distinctii patriarhale inmanate de cdtre Preasfintitul
Parinte Timotei Prahoveanul, Pr. paroh Gheorghe
Carstea — Crucea Patriarhald si Prezbiterei Felicia
Carstea — Ordinul Crucea Maria Brdncoveanu.

La final, parintele Gheorghe Carstea, parohul bisericii
“Sfantul Nicolae” avea sa marturiseasca cat de mult a
simfgit ocrotirea Sfantului Ierarh Nicolae de-a lungul
anilor sdi de pastoratie: ,,Ddm slavd Bunului Dumnezeu,
pentru aceastd zi binecuvantatd, eveniment unic si de
mare insemndtate pentru istoria comunitdtii noastre,
céci, din Tnaltimea tronului dumnezeiesc, s-a pogorat
astdzi binecuvantare si izvor de har peste aceasta lucrare
sfantd, dar si peste ostenitorii ei. Cat despre osteneala
credinciosilor nostri, putem afirma ca biserica aceasta
este expresia jertfelniciei lor. Suntem bucurosi pentru
biserica sfintitd astdzi insd, multumirea mea ca slujitor
al altarului va fi una deplind cand credinciosii mei vor
impodobi si lumina chipul ldcasului de cult proaspat
sfintit prin prezenta lor la sfintele slujbe.

A doua zi, duminica, 20 septembrie 2015, in cadrul
Sfintei Liturghii, Inaltpreasfintitul Parinte Arhiepiscop
Nathaniel a hirotonit Tntru diacon pe teologul Radu
Ciui pe seama parohiei spre a asista in activitatea

Cont. la pag 23

Procesiunea cu Sfintele Moagte in jurul bisericii
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““...SAU SuB BLESTEM PREOTESC SUNT...”

(Articol reluat din Solia - decembrie 2005)

Se pare ca aceasta expresie din Randuiala Mir-
turisirii sau din Rugiciunea a 7-a de la Sf. Maslu,
Tncurajeaza pe unii preoti romani din America, recent
veniti din tard, si blesteme pe oameni. Se pare cd a
devenit metoda pastorala cea mai eficace, pentru a
tine parohia sub control si ate scipa de indezirabili.
Nu se permite nici o discutie, nici o intrebare din
partea credinciosilor, nici o opinie separati. Preotul
nu poate fi contrazis, pentru ci astfel Thcep si curga
blestemele de la altar, ca un final elocvent al predicii
duminicale. Anumiti cucernici pdrinti au devenit o
sperietoare publici. Oameni, care cer si fie dezle-
gati de ,,blestemul preotesc” vin la marturisire de la
distante mari, ca Florida, ca sd nu mentionam statele
mai Tnvecinate, pentru ca nu-i bine si arunci cu piatra
chiar n gradina vecinului.

De aceea, Inaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel
mi-adat porunca sa raspund in scrislaintrebarea: Este
Tngdduit preotilor si blesteme pe fiii lor duhovnicesti?

Apostolul Iacov se Tntreabi: ,,Cum poate din aceeasi
gurd si iasi binecuvantare si blestem?” (Iacov 3:11).
Iar in versetul 9 constatd cu tristete cum, cu aceeasi
limbd binecuvantim pe Dumnezeu si Tatil si cu ea
blestemam pe oameni, care sunt facuti dupa chipul si
asemanarea lui Dumnezeu. Preotul este trimis Tn parohie
si mangaie si si sfinteasci pe oameni, si-i binecuvin-
teze, nu si-i blesteme, si-i apropie de Dumnezeu, nu
si-i dea satanei. Este de neinchipuit ca, tocmai acela
care ar trebui si fie instrumentul mantuirii oamenilor,
trimite pe credinciosii sdi Tn bratele satanei. Pentru
cd acesta este adevaratul Tnteles al blestemului (vezi
continutul Tntreg al Psalmului 108). Oare cu cine
colaboreazi preotul care dupd ce se impartiaseste cu
Trupul si Sangele Domnului, aruncd blesteme asupra
oamenilor, din fata Sfantului Altar? Mai ales cd, acelasi
preot—duhovnic este constrans de Sfintele Canoane sa
nu dea Tmpirtésire celor care urdsc.

Blestemul este cea mai acutd expresie verbald aurii;
iar preotul care va blestema, zice pravila, “blestemul
va veni asupra sufletului sdu.” (Vezi PRAVILA BI-
SERICEASCA, Ierom. Nicodim Sachelarie, 1999, pg.
42). Acelasi lucru il confirma si Pildele lui Solomon,
cap. 26, v. 2: ,,Blestemul fara pricind nu nimereste”,
adica nu are efect, ci se Tntoarce asupra capului celui
care l-a rostit. Sf. Petru zice cd si Tngerii, ,,desi sunt
mai mari n tirie si Tn putere, nu aduc, Tn fata lui
Dumnezeu, judeciti defdimatoare impotriva facatorilor
de rele” (2 Petru 2:11). Sfantul Apostol Iuda zice ca:
,,Arhanghelul Mihail cind se impotrivea diavolului,
certandu-se eu el pentru trupul lui Moise, n-a indraznit
sid aduca judecatd de hula, ci a zis doar atat: Sa te
certe pe tine Dumnezeu (Iuda 1:9). Si, atunci, daca
Tngerii nu indrdznesc, cine suntem noi care ne asu-
mam dreptul si blestemam pe aproapele, chiar dacia
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se intampla si fie vinovat? Unii preoti cred ci, prin
harul hirotoniei, li s-adat si dreptul acesta de a fi mai
mari decat Tngerii? Am auzit aceasti afirmatie, la unii
exaltati mistici, dar mi s-a parut deplasata.

Scriptura condamna pe oricine blestema, preot sau
laic; iar preotul care ar avea acest obicei, nu poate da
canon in Taina Sfintei Spovedanii celor ce blestema,
caci s-ar canonisi pe el insusi; si-ar pierde creditul Tn
fata credinciosilor. Iar, dacd face uz de aceastda metoda
pentru a controla parohia si a se impune, Tnseamna
ca personalitatea lui morala si duhovnicia lipsesc cu
desdvarsire. Un om ca acesta ar trebui sd renunte la
preotie si s nteleagd ci pastoratia nu-i pentru oricine.

Se stiecd, Tn sudul Tarii Romanesti, expresia ,,du-te
dracului” face parte din vocabularul mahalalelor si, de
fapt, nu Tnseamna nimic. A devenit un fel de coloratura
stilistica a unor conversatii badirianesti. S-a creat si
un verb: ,,a dricui.” Insi, pentru majoritatea parohi-
enilor nostri, care sunt din Ardeal, invitatia aceasta
pare ngrozitoare; si cand iese din gura unui preot,
capitd caracter de blestem. Tendinta de ablestemadin
obicei, este o dovada alipsei de educatie si de putina
intelegere adreptel judeciti dumnezeiesti. Credinciosii
nu ar trebui si fie impresionati de blestemele preotesti
usuratece si fard socoteald. Intelepciunea poporului
esteclara: ,,dacd s-ar uita Dumnezeu Th guravacarului,
toate vacile satului ar muri.”

Insi, daci Episcopia noastri ar deferi aceste cazuri
Consistoriului Spiritual, situatia canonicd a acestor
preoti ar fi nesigurd. Molitfelnicul spune cd ,,cel ce
va avea vragjba asupra cuiva, Tn bisericid sa nu intre,
pand ce nu se va impaca...,iar preotul de va sluji,
avand vrajba asupra cuiva, si fie oprit de la Sfanta
Liturghie 60 de zile.” (Vezi Molitfelnicul si Pravila
Bisericeascd op. cit. pg. 171). Cum putem noi, ca preoti,
si citim si sd predicim la oameni, ,,Nu va Tmpotriviti
celui rdu..Iubiti pe vrdjmasii vostri, binecuvantati
pe cei ce va blestemd, faceti bine celor ce vi urasc
sl rugati-va pentru cei ce va vatima” (Matei 5:44),
cand noi nu putem rabda o contrazicere sau 0 vorba
care nu ne place?

Afurisenia sau blestemul este un lucru foarte serios.
Nu se face de preot, ci numai de episcop si, in ultima
instantd, de Sfantul Sinod, ca succesori ai Apostolilor si
numai pentru cazuri extrem de grave: erezie, apostazie,
vrijitorie cu invocarea demonilor, si pentru calugarii
care se casitoresc, daci nu sentorc Thapoi lamanastire
(The Rudder — Pedalion — 1957, pg. 522-523). Dar nu
se poate blestema un om credincios, care vine duminica
labiserica, aprinde lumanari, saruti icoanele..., numai
pentru motivul ca nu-i place de preot.

Intrucat Canonul 105 al Sinodului IT Trulan
pedepseste pe preotul care blestema cu oprirea tem-
Cont. la pag 23
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Corii s1 BISERICA

Pr. Alexander Schmemann

In general, copiilor le place si participe la slujbele
Bisericii si aceastd atractie instinctivd pentru si in
interesul slujbelor este fundatia pe care noi ar trebui
sd construim educatia copiilor nostri. Cand parintii se
ingrijoreazd deoarece copiii lor vor obosi din cauza
slujbelor lungi si le pare rdu pentru ei, exprima, de
fapt, subconstient, preocuparea lor nu pentru copii, ci
pentru ei Tngisi. Copiii patrund mai usor decat adultii
in lumea ritualului, a simbolismului liturgic.

Ei simt si apreciazd atmosfera slujbelor Bisericii
noastre. Experienta sfinteniei, implinirea pe care ne-o
oferd intalnirea cu acel Cineva care este mai presus de
viata de zi cu zi, acel mysterium tremendum care este
temeiul religiei si centrul slujbelor noastre este mai
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accesibil copiilor nostri decat noud. ,,Dacd nu veti fi
precum copiii...” (Matei 18:3). Aceste cuvinte exprima
receptivitatea, deschiderea mintii, naturaletea pe care
le pierdem pe mdsurd ce crestem si devenim adulti.
Cati oameni si-au devotat Intreaga viatd slujirii
lui Dumnezeu si s-au consacrat Bisericii pentru ca
au pastrat dragostea pentru casa slujirii i a bucuriei
experientei liturgice primite in copildrie! De aceea,
prima datorie a pdrintilor si a educatorilor este aceea
de ,,a-1 ldsa si de a nu-i opri” (Matei 19:14) sd vina
la Biserica. Copiii ar trebui sd asculte Cuvantul lui
Dumnezeu in Bisericd mai presus decat in oricare alt
loc. Intr-o sald de clasd cuvantul este greu de inteles,
riméane abstract, dar in biserici este in elementul siu. in

2015 Camp Vatra for Seniors / Tabara de la Vatra pentru Seniori
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2015 Seattle Parish Camp / Tabara Parohiala Seattle

copildrie avem capacitatea de a intelege nu intelectual,
ci cu toatd fiinta si, de aceea, nu este altd bucurie mai
mare pe pamant decit aceea de a fi in Bisericd, de a
participa la slujbele Bisericii, de a respira mireasma
Impdrdtiei Cerurilor, care este ,,bucuria si pacea in
Duhul Sfant”.

Prezenta in Bisericd ar trebui completatd, inca din
perioada timpurie a copildriei, de atmosfera de acasa,
care precede si prelungeste atmosfera Bisericii. Sa
ludm ca exemplu duminica dimineatd. Cum poate un
copil sd simtd sfintenia acelei dimineti si a ceea ce va
vedea 1n Bisericd daca in casa se aude doar zgomotul
radioului si al televizorului, parintii fumeaza si citesc
ziarele si, in general, domneste o atmosferd strdind
de Dumnezeu? Participarea la slujbele Bisericii ar
trebui precedata de cultivarea simtului solemnitatii,
al linistirii.

Lumina candelelor dinaintea icoanelor, citirea
pericopelor evanghelice, curdtarea si Tmprospdtarea
hainelor, camerele Tmbricate in sdrbatoare — adesea
parintii nu realizeazd cum toate aceste lucruri mode-

2015 Camp St. Mary Montreal / Tabara Sf. Maria Montreal

leaza constiinta religioasd a copilului, lasa o amprenta
pe care nicio suferintd, niciun necaz nu o va putea
sterge. In ajunul zilelor de duminici si al sirbitorilor
Bisericii, in timpul Postului, in acele zile in care ne
pregitim de Spovedanie si de Impirtasanie, casa tre-
buie sd Intruchipeze Biserica, trebuie sd fie iluminata
de lumina pe care o aducem de la slujba.

Si acum sd vorbim despre scoald. Mie mi se pare
evident faptul ca organizarea asa-numitelor ,,Scoli de
duminica” in timpul Sfintei Liturghii este in profunda
contradictie cu duhul Ortodoxiei. Liturghia duminicald
este 0o adunare bucuroasd a comunititii Bisericii
si copilul trebuie sd cunoascd si sd experimenteze
aceasta cu mult timp Tnainte de a intelege semnificatia
profundd a acestei adundri. Mi se pare cd alegerea
zilei de duminicd pentru scolile bisericesti nu este
cea mai potrivitd. Duminica este in primul rand o zi
liturgicd; asadar, ar trebui sa fie centratd pe Biserica
si pe Liturghie.

Ar fi mult mai bine dacd am avea scolile bisericesti
sambadta Tnainte de slujba privegherii sau a vecerniei.
Argumentul cd pdrintii nu pot si
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2015 Atlanta Parish Camp
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/ Tabara Parohiala Atlanta
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nu-i vor aduce pe copii la biserica
de doud ori pe sdptdmand inseamna
pur si simplu a admite insensibi-
litatea si nepasarea pacdtoasa fata
de ceea ce este important pentru
copiii nostri. SAmbadtd seara este
inceputul duminicii §i ar trebui
sfintite liturgic la fel de mult ca
dimineata de duminica. De aceea,
in toate bisericile ortodoxe din
lume, Vecernia sau Privegherea
se savarseste Tn ajunul sarbatorilor
si duminicilor. Nu existd niciun
motiv pentru care sd nu putem
randui viata bisericii noastre dupa
principiul: Scoald — Vecernie — Li-
turghie, unde scoala ar trebui sa
fie pentru copiii nostri pregdtirea
esentiala pentru si introducerea
in ziua Domnului, in invierea Sa.



TRAIND OrRTODOX INTR-0 LUME MODERNA

Pr. Stephen Freeman

Trdim intr-o lume modernd — un lucru pentru care
nu avem niciun antidot. Este momentul din istorie care
este al nostru. Crestinii de dinaintea noastrd au trdit
in lumea romanad, in diferite lumi pagane, in lumea
bizantina, in lumea ,,Sfintei Rusii”, iar noi suntem
insarcinati de cétre providenta divind sd trdim ca si
crestini ortodocsi In lumea moderna. Este un o stare
de fapt care are unicele sale provocdri gi unicele
sale tentatii.

Pentru crestinii ortodocsi care trdiesc In tari care
din punct de vedere istoric n-au (sau au foarte putind)
istorie ortodoxd sunt sanse ca vietile lor sa fie saturate
de secularism in aproape orice aspect al vietii. Aceasta
gandire nu este o filozofie a ateismului ci un fel de a
intelege lumea Tn care trdim, care este oarecum dis-
tinctd de Dumnezeu, sau de ceea ce este El. Un om
secularizat crede in Dumnezeu dar crede deasemenea
cd lumea isi este autosuficienta siesi (poate exista de
una singurd, fard El).

Vietuirea Tntr-o culturd strdind nu este nimic nou
pentru crestini — incepand cu mediul sofisticatei
(uneori) paganei culturi romane care a fost saturata
de misticismul din Est, apoi cu culturile misterioase si
terminand cu dezbaterile filozofice si speculatiile. A
fost, am putea spune, timpul si locul ales de Dumnezeu
pentru manifestarea luminii Neamurilor — Biserica
Veacurilor.

In acelasi timp, trebuie si acceptim ci am fost
desemnati si trdim Tn acest timp al unei culturi alie-
nate (moderne) deschisa unei game largi de gandiri
religioase, seculare si stiintifice. N-am gasit nicio
declaratie mai buna a situatiei noastre decat acest citat
al Parintelui Georges Florovsky (secolul 20):

Ortodoxia este chematd sd dea mdrturie. Acum,
mai mult ca oricdnd, Occidentul Crestin se confruntd
cu perspective divergente, o intrebare vie adresatd
de-asemenea lumii ortodoxe. ,, Vechea teologie pole-
micd” a pierdut, cu mult timp in urmd, conexiunea
interioard cu orice realitate. O asemenea teologie a
fost o disciplind academicd si a fost mereu elaboratd
conform aceloragi ,,manuale” occidentale...

Exegezd istorico-filozoficd a tragediei religioase
occidentale trebuie sd devind noua ,,teologie polemi-
cd”. Dar aceastd tragedie trebuie sd fie reinduratd
si retrditd, mai exact ca propie, §i potentialul sdu
purificator trebuie sd fie demonstrat in plenitudinea
experientei bisericesti si traditiei patristice.

In aceastd nou solicitatd sintezd ortodoxd, experienta
veche de secole a Vestului Catolic trebuie studiatd §i
diagnosticatd de cdtre teologia ortodoxd cu o mai mare
atentie si ingdduintd decdt in modul de pand acum...

Teologul ortodox trebuie de-asemenea sd ofere propia
sa mdrturie acestei lumi — o mdrturie ndscutd din
memoria interioard a Bisericii — gi sd rezolve proble-
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ma cu ajutorul concluziilor sale istorice.” Georges
Florovsky, Ways of Russian Theology II, pp. 302-304

Declaratia sa cd ,, aceastd tragedie trebuie trebuie
sd fie reinduratd §i retrditd, mai exact ca propie” €ste
demnd de Sfantul Siluan din Muntele Athos. Tragedia
este esecul religios al Occidentului in fata modenitatii
( precum si erorile care au dus la un asemenea esec).
Dar corectarea lor nu consta in dezbateri sau argumente
(,,vechea teologie polemica a pierdut, cu mult timp in
urmd, conexiunea interioard cu orice realitate.”)

Vindecarea mult cdutatd de oameni este defapt vin-
decarea picatelor noastre de citre Hristos. In unirea
Sa cu umanitatea noastra, umanitatea noastra nu este
distrusa, ci este vindecata si indumnezeitd.

Ortodoxia n-ar trebui sa caute sd distrugd cultu-
ra strdind ce ne Inconjoard, ci s-o indure, i pentru
dragostea Lui Hristos, n asceza corpului si mintii,
s-o vindece pe cea care este stricatd. Din propia
experientd, o asemenea rascumpdrare nu este munca
unei singure generatii. (Eu sunt deja o generatie care
provin din Florovsky — de-asemenea o generatie care
provine din multi dintre cititorii mei). Nu ni s-a dat
o porunca sa schimbam lumea, ci ni s-a poruncit s
ascultim Evanghelia. Aceastd ascultare, cred, astdzi
include necesitatea de a ,,reindura si retrdi, mai exact
ca propie, tragedia religioasa a lumii moderne”.

Pe de o parte, aceia dintre noi care suntem copiii
Vestului, nu trebuie sd ne afisdm dintr-o datd ca si
cum n-am fi trdit niciodatd aici. Condamnarea Vestului
(mai exact, parte a ,,vechii teologii polemice”) in mod
special oferd prilejuri de conversatie, in mare parte
nefolositoare. Doar fiind botezati sau miruiti nu ne
face ,,ortodocsi”. Ne uneste cu Biserica Sfanta a Lui
Hristos (si cu Insusi Hristos) - si este exact acea
unire care nu trebuie s-o consideram seminificativa.

Probabil, cel mai bine am vazut aceasta reflectindu-se
in viata si comportamentul Arhiepiscopului Dimitrie
din Dallas (pensionat). Un convertit din Biserica
Baptistd ca adolescent (in 1940), el a intrat intr-o
ortodoxie americand care nu vorbea limba engleza.
Analiza sa asupra culturii occidentale si a ,,tragediei
religioase” a Vestului a fost mereu interesantd (de
multe ori obiectul predicilor sale) si totusi a vorbit
cu o bunatate si compasiune, precizand clar cd nu se
considerd pe sine superior tragediei $i nici intr-un fel
separat de cei din jurul lui.

Pentru mine, prima datd m-am intalnit cu el cand
eram preotul episcopal ce explora ortodoxia. Cald-
ura §i ospitalitatea sa (a vrut sa stie ce gandesc si era
rapid 1n a se exprima foarte bine despre lucrurile pe
care le aveam in comun) a creat un spatiu In care am
putut aduce ,,tragedia” propiei calatorii religioase in
contact cu plenitudinea Ortodoxiei. ( Intotdeauna am

Cont. la pag 24
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Invitim de la Sfintii Pdrinfi...

DESPRE TAINA SPOVEDANIEI

Sfantul Marcu Ascetul: “Multe sunt sfaturile apro-
apelui spre ceea ce este de folos; dar niménui nu i se
potriveste asa de mult ca judecata constiintei sale.”

Fericitul Augustin: “Buna este spovedania pécatelor,
cand Tn urma ei vine indreptarea. Dar ce folos este sa
descoperi ranain fata medicului si sd nu intrebuintezi
mijloacele de vindecare? Marturisirea faptelor rele
este inceputul faptelor bune.»

Pr.Arsenie Boca: “Cand cineva nu e liber de pdcat,
sd nu pund vina pe altcineva. S nu pund vina nici pe
stat si nici pe Imprejurdri, ci pe sine insusi, pe lipsa
tdriei sale 1n credintd, pe lipsa dragostei sale fatd de
Dumnezeu. Cé Tntotdeauna, cei ce au trdit Tn pacat au
pus vina pe altii. Acestia-s mereu cu carteala pe buze.
Oare de ce vin oamenii asa de Tn sila la spovedit? -
Fiindca stiu cd li se cere lepddarea de pdcate. Ori lor
le plac pacatele mai mult decat infranarea de la ele.”

Sfantul Ierarh Luca al Crimeei: “Inchideti deci
ochii, plecati-va capetele si indreptati-vad ochii mintii
spre adancul propriei voastre inimi, §i cdutati: ce pa-
timi, ce gerpi se cuibdresc acolo? Gasiti-i pe toti, si
doar atunci sd cutezati a veni la spovedanie. Nimic
sd nu ascundeti.”

Pr. Alexander Schmemann: “Este usor, intr-adevar,
sd ma spovedesc cd nu am postit in zilele randuite,
cd nu mi-am ficut rugiciunile sau cd m-am maéniat.
Este un lucru diferit, totusi, acela de a realiza dintr-o

datd cd am pangdrit si cd mi-am pierdut frumusetea
sufleteascd, ca sunt departe de adevarata mea casa,
de adevdrata mea viatd, si ca ceva pretios, curat si
frumos a fost rupt fard speranta Tn structura intima a
existentei mele. Aceasta §i numai aceasta este pocdinta,
dorinta adanca de a te reintoarce, de a te Tnapoia, de
a recdpdta caminul pierdut.”

Pr. Ioan Iovan: “S-a ajuns ispita sd zicd cd nu-i
bine sd te spovedesti des, sd te impdartdsesti! Aaaaaa!
Va sd zicd la diavol poti sd mergi tot timpul.”

Pr. Petroniu Tdnase: “Sa nu tii pacatul mult timp
nemdrturisit, pentru cd pacatul e ca o otrava, asa cum
spune Sfantul Macarie Egipteanul: paralizeaza sufle-
tul! De aceea se afld lumea actuald asa de afundata
in neputintd, pentru cd nu se spovedeste.”

Pr. Iosif Isihastul: “Toate sd le faci cu Intelepciune si
cu sfat bun. Sa iubesti spovedania si sa te impartasesti
des. Nu cduta sd vezi lumea, pentru ca sd te vadd pe
tine Dumnezeu.”

Sfintirea Bisericii Parohiei ...

Cont. de la pag 18
liturgica si pastorald pe pdrintele paroh. La finalul
slujbei, Pdrintele nostru Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a
multumit lui Dumnezeu pentru frumoasa lucrare ce
s-a infaptuit in parohia Sfantul Nicolae evidentiind
osteneala, grija si dragostea pe care o aratd neincetat
fatd de bisericd, atat preotul paroh Gheorghe Carstea
cit si intreaga comunitate. Inaltpreasfintitul Parinte
Nathaniel a oferit parohiei Sféntul Ierarh Nicolae
n semn de cinstire si apreciere, Gramata Sinodala
din partea Sféntului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe din
America felicitdnd pe preotul paroh si comunitatea
pentru ridicarea acestui frumos sfant locas spre slava
lui Dumnezeu si mangaierea credinciosilor.

Pentru credinciosii parohiei ,,Sfantul Nicolae,” sfin-
tirea noului locas de inchinare reprezinta unadin cele
mai mari bucurii duhovnicesti, caci asa cum spunea
Paul Evdokimov: ,Biserica este sfintita cu sfintenia
lui Hristos (Efes. 5, 25-27) si in virtutea faptului ca
este sursa Tainelor si a sfinteniei, ea aduce la exis-
tentd comuniunea sfintilor. Biserica, chiar pe pamant,
traieste nu o viata pamanteasca, ci una dumnezeiasca,
n chip uman.”
SOLIA SEPT/OCT 2015

Sau Sub Blestem ...

Cont. de la pag 19
porard de la cele sfinte, iar daci insistd, cu caterisirea,
inseamna cd expresia ,,;sub blestem preotesc” din
anumite rugaciuni de dezlegare, a fost introdusa din
cauza abuzului unor preoti si din cauza superstitiei
oamenilor. In molitfa de dezlegare a celor riposati
se aminteste clar de legatura datid de Arhiereu nu si
de preot, asupra celor care au suferit alunecari grave,
»prin pizma si lucrarea diavolului.” Oricum, acest
obicei rau trebuie oprit, Thainte de a deveni prilgj de
sminteald in randurile tuturor credinciosilor.
Arhim. Roman Braga

(Nota editorului: in acest sens, amintim cd, dupd
1990, cand s-a strigat impotriva Patriarhului Teoctist §i
unul dintre mai tinerii ierarhi s-a repezit sd blesteme,
Prea Fericitul, cu intelepciunea care il caracterizeazd
l-a oprit zicandu-i: ,, Mdna preotului si cu atat mai mult
a ierarhului e ldsatd de Dumnezeu sd binecuvinteze,
nu sd blesteme.”)
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Congresul Episcopiei 2015

Cont. de la pag 16

dupa cerintele statutare, sesiunea a fost amanata farad
a se tine votul. Statutele Episcopiei precizeaza ,,daca
cvorumul nu poate fi intrunit, Congresul Electoral
Special al Episcopiei se améand pentru treizeci (30)
de zile, timp dupd care cvorumul este compus din
jumatate plus unu (1/2 +1) a tuturor membrilor Con-
gresului.” Pdrintele Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a anuntat
ca delegatii vor fi informati de noua datd cand se va
convoca sesiunea Electorala Speciald din nou.

Sambdta seara s-a slujit Vecernia Mare i un para-
stas de obste pentru cei adormiti din episcopia noas-
tra, ierarhi, preoti si credinciosi. Mai apoi delegatii
Congresului au fost gdzduiti la o cind, urmatd de un
program de dansuri traditionale romanesti si muzica
realizatda de Ansamblul Folcloric din Canton, Ohio,
precum si talente locale din Cleveland, Ohio.

Duminicd dimineata, 6 septembrie 2015, Inaltpreas-
fintitul Parinte Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a slujit Sfanta
Liturghie Arhiereascd inconjurat un frumos sobor
preoti si diaconi, iar dupd amiazd, a urmat banchetul
festiv la Centrul Cultural al Catedralei, in cadrul caruia
Périntele Arhiepiscop a fost cinstit cu ocazia Tmplinirii
a 35 de ani de la alegerea ca episcop care a avut loc
la Cleveland in 1980.

Cancelaria eparhiald, delegatii Congresului si oaspetii
prezenti sunt recunoscatori $i multumim Preacucernic-
ului Parinte Paroh Remus Grama, Doamnei Pauline
Trutza, coordonatoarea locala a evenimentului, clerului
si credinciosilor Catedralei Sfanta Maria pentru ospi-
talitate generoasd si organizarea exceptionald al celui
de al 83-lea Congres Anual al Episcopiei.

Daca ar fi sa te intilnesc in tren si sa
te intreb: Care este sinteza invataturii
crestine - cum ai raspunde scurt si
cuprinzator?

Eu cred intr-un Dumnezeu care iubeste omenirea
asa de intens, asa de mult, incat El insusi a ales a
deveni om. Deci, eu cred in Iisus Hristos, adevarat
si Tntreg Dumnezeu, dar Tn acelasi timp, unul ca si
noi, total si fard retinere, om desarvarsit. Si as mai
spune: Dragostea lui Dumnezeu este atit de mare
incit Hristos a murit pentru noi pe cruce. Dar
dragostea este mai mare decit moartea, pentru ca
moartea lui lisus Hristos a fost urmata de Inviere.
Sunt crestin pentru cd eu cred in marea dragoste
a lui Dumnezeu care a dus la intruparea, la moar-
tea si la Tnvierea Sa. Aceasta este credinta mea. Si
toate acestea ne sunt date noud acum prin lucrarea
continud a Duhului Sfant.

Mitropolitul Kallistos Ware
Interviu in Christianity Today — 6 iulie 2011

Traind Ortodox ...
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fost migcat de faptul cd pe durata celor cinci sau mai
multi ani de dinaintea convertirii mele, a insistat sa
mi se adreseze cu apelativul ,,Parinte” si a continuat
sd faca la fel chiar si dupd convertirea mea, cu toate
cd hirotonia mea ca preot ortodox nu s-a Intamplat
decat dupa 13 luni).

L-am citat pe Sfantul Siluan mai devreme datoritd
marii sale iubiri §i maximei: ,,Tine-ti mintea in iad si
nu deznidijdui !” Induntrul rugiciunilor sale si al
experientei interioare, dragostea sa s-a extins catre
cei pierduti, chiar gi citre cei pierduti in iad, si s-a
rugat, nu ca unul separat, ci ca acela care Tnsusi era
unit cu ei 1n tragedia lor (inca fiind uniti Tn Hristos).

Trdim cand si unde suntem pentru un motiv (cu-
noscut numai de Dumnezeu). Doar aici si acum vom
gasi mantuirea, i doar in pacea acestei mantuiri si in
plindtatea ei mii in jurul nostru vor fi mantuiti.

FACEREA

Dupa vreo sase zile

de olarit sub zborul rotund

al Duhului Sfant

ar fi renuntat

ca-n locul zidirii din pdmant

sd-i dea doar transparentele

viului,

dar acum semadna tot mai mult

cu chipul de om al Fiului.

in stanga i cantase inima,

cu valul din soaptd in soapta,

insd 1i lipsea ceva,

abisul cerand alt abis cumpanirii

in partea lui dreapta

ca un sdrut ce lutul il asteaptd

stingandu-se pe oale.

”Ascunde durerea tristetilor Tale,

cu-n oftat zise Fiul,

sa Ti le port In nastrapa,

cand omul pe Om va impunge

sd curgd si sange si apd!”

Dumitru Ichim

Kitchener, Ontario
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